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REX HOTEL SAIGON - YOUR VIETNAM HOME

Strategically located at the best of downtown Saigon, the Rex Hotel Saigon is a luxury
5 stars hotel, symbolizing Vietnamese hospitalities. It prides itself to offer guests many
high-class facilities including 286 individually designed guestrooms, a range of function
& meeting room, five in-house restaurants, cafe and bar, and other luxury services.

&
REX
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REX HOTEL SAIGON

A member of SAIGONIOURIST Group

HOTLINE: 0917.590.900
141 Nguyen Hue Blvd., Dist.1, Ho Chi Minh city, Vietnam.
(028) 3829 2185 « (028) 3829 3115 « rexhotel@rex.com.vn « www.rexhotelsaigon.com
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Cung ban tan huéing bn sac Viét,
ciing ban huong thu cudc song.
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SAIGONIOURIST

Tan hudng ban sdc Viét

A MUSEMENT GRS & . RTE SRS

O TONG CONG TY DU LICH SAI GON: 23 Lé Lgi, Quan 1, Tp. HS Chi Minh, Viét Nam @ www.saigontourist.com.vn 0 /saigontourist.sgt



THONG DIEPBAN LANHPAO

Quy doc gia, quy khach hang than mén,

17

Doéng vé, trong khi nhiéu ngudi thich “4n nau” trong
nhitng khu nghi dudng dé tim hoi &m, nhiing ngudi nang
dong thi thich tim vé véi thién nhién dé lam néng minh
bang nhiing hoat déng trai nghiém, kham pha nhiing
cénh séc dac trung theo mua. Con cic dau bép tai hoa
cua khach san Rex Sai Gon lai mang dén mot gdl y doc
d4o cho mua Péng véi nhiing mén Au dic sic, bo dlmng,
gitp thuc khach viia nang cao stic khde viia c6 co hdi tan
hudng nhiing huong vi tuyét hao, méi la.

Cau chuyén trang bia ky nay sé hé mdé cho doc gia nhiing bi
mat 4n chita bén trong ba khach san ¢d xua, ting 1a chén
nghi sang trong bac nhat danh cho du khach trong nudc
va quoc t& méi 1an diing chan tai Sai Gon - Thanh phd Hb
Chi Minh. Ca ba khach san nay déu thuoc Saigontourist
Group, hay theo doi xem d6 la cac khach san nao nhé!

Savour Vietnam ky nay chao dén sy gép mit ctia nhiép
anh gia Dao Tién Dat qua bé anh nghé thuat dep nhu
tranh, dfing sau mdi btic anh chita dung mét cau chuyén
riéng va nhiéu giai thudng qué'c t& dﬁy danh gia ma
khong phai ngh¢ si nhiép anh nao ciing ¢6 duge. Hau hét
cac biic anh nay deu dugc nhiép anh g1a Dao Tién Dat
chup tai nhiing diém dén du lich néi tiéng ctia Viét Nam.

Nhim gép phan chung tay ciing toan xa hdi phuc hdi
kinh t& nganh du lich Viét Nam va Thanh phd Hé Chi
Minh trong giai doan méi thoi hau Covid-19 tit day dén
cudi nam, Saigontourist Group tiép tuc kich ciu du lich
trong nudc bang chuong trinh khuyén mai quy mé lan
thi III trong nam 2020 danh cho khach hang st dung
cac dich vu luu trd, 1it hanh, 4m thuc, tiée cudi, dich vu
phong hop, hdi théo, hdi nghi, dich vu giéi tri cia hé
thong Salgontourlst Group trén toan quoc Thong tin chi
ti6t vé& chuong trinh c6 6 phan gitia cia 4n pham nay.

Kinh chidc quy khach cung gia dinh c6 ky nghi Pong vui
vé, &m ap bén nhau. Va hay nhd thuc hién cac bién phap
an toan stic khée dé bao vé chinh minh va nhlmg nguoi
than yéu.

Pham Huy Binh
Cht tich HDTV
Chairman of Saigontourist Group

CHAIRMAN & GENERAL DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear valued readers & customers,

When winter arrives, while many people like to “hide
out” in resorts to find warmth, active people like to get
back to nature and warm themselves up by experiencing
new activities, exploring special landscapes and seasonal
features. Meanwhile, the talented chefs at the Rex Hotel
in Saigon offer unique selections during the winter
with diverse and nutritious European dishes, allowing
customers to improve their health while having the
opportunity to enjoy impressive, novel flavors.

This issue’s cover story reveals to readers the secrets
hidden within Saigon - Ho Chi Minh City’s three oldest
hotels, once the most luxurious accommodations for
domestic and international tourists visiting the city. All
three hotels belong to the Saigontourist Group, so keep an
eye out for these renowned hotels!

In this issue, Savour Vietnam welcomes the participation
of photographer Dao Tien Dat through a set of picturesque
artistic photos, with each photo containing a unique story
and many prestigious international awards that no other
artist can achieve. Most of these photos are taken by
Dao Tien Dat at the most famous tourist destinations in
Vietnam.

In order to contribute to society and restore the economy
of Vietham and Ho Chi Minh City’s tourism industry
in the post-Covid-19 period, from now until the end of
the year, Saigontourist Group is continuing to stimulate
the domestic tourism demand with its third promotional
program in 2020 for customers using accommodation,
travel, food, wedding, meeting room, seminar, conference,
and entertainment services of the Saigontourist Group
system nationwide. More information about the program
can be found in the middle section of this publication.

We wish you and your family a warm and inviting winter
holiday together. And remember to take safety and health
measures to protect yourself and your loved ones.

Nguyén Binh Minh
Téng Giam dsc
General Director of Saigontourist Group
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Savour Vietnam, 4n pham song ngit Viét - Anh, do Saigontourist Group phat hanh mién phi, méi quy mét sd.

s
An pham Savour Vietnam hién c¢é mit tai hon 100 don vi khéch san, khu nghi duéng, cong ty Iit hanh, nha hang, khu gidi tri, san golf,
truong dao tao du lich, trung tAm hoi thao, hoi nghj.. thuéc hé thong Saigontourist Group; cac doi tac cia Saigontourist Group
va tai cac su kién - hoi chg du lich trong nudc va quéc té.



Bia: Cdu thang hinh xodn 6c bing g6
trong khach san Majestic Sai Gon, cé
tw thoi khach san di vao hoat dong,
ndm 1925. N6 dugc goi mgt cach hinh
tuong la “cung béac thoi gian” - Anh:
Hoang Lé Bio.

Cover: The wooden spiral staircase
inside the Hotel Majestic Saigon,

dates back to when the hotel was

first put into operation, in 1925. It is
symbolically called “the steps of time” -
Photo: Hoang Le Bao.
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HAM PHA

H anh trinh mé hoidc nay bit dau bing
chuyén xe xuyén dém dua chiing t6i

ditng lai mot homestay 6 Sapa lic 2 gid sang.

Troi lanh ngit v6i nhip thé ddy khéi, chi nhé
suong mu, 4m u6t che hét 161 di vao cian nha
bing gb nhu nghiéng nghiéng, vang vot dudi
anh dén. Ching téi nghi tam trén nhiing
chiéc ghé& nhé dgi chuyén xe sém di Y Ty.

10 SAVOUR VIETNAM

Tuong duoc trang
théong tin diéen to
Thrillist cda My
bau chon vao
top 12 diém dén
huyén bi cda
chau A, ban lang
Y Ty thu hot kha
nhi¢u du khach
yeu thich loai hinh
du lich khéam pha.

Bién may Y Ty

La mot x& viung cao bién gidi cia huyén
Bat Xat, toan xa c6 16 thon ban véi 4 dan
téc Méng, Ha Nhi, Dao, Kinh. Ndm 6 d6 cao
trén 2.000m, lung tua vao diy ndi Nhiu C6
San ma dinh ctia né cao téi 2.965 m nén noi
day gdn nhu quanh ndm may pht va dén rat
nhiéu dot tuyét roi ddu tién cta Viét Nam.
Tung dudc trang thong tin dién ti Thrillist
ctia My bau chon vao top 12 diém dén huyén
bi ctia chau A, ban lang Y Ty thu huat kha
nhiéu du khach thich kham pha. 0 day con
n6i tiéng véi khu “riing treo” nguyén sinh
Dén Sang nim trén ndi da voi vdi.

Chuyén xe tit Sapa dén Y Ty chua day
70 km ma phai di m&t ca budi sang. Bu
lai, cung dudng nay cé qua nhiéu noi phai
diing chan vi nhiing canh ntia hu nta thuc
lién tuc mé ra truée mét. Nhiing con dudng
ngoan ngoéo, nhiing can nha nhé chim 1an
khuat trong 14, trong may. Cang gan téi noi,
khong khi lai cang Am 4m, chiing xudng,
khién t6i c¢6 cdm giac choi voi nhu dang trén
mot hanh trinh xuyén khéng. Mot cam giac
rat la to6i chua ting trai qua tai bat ci noi
nao khac & Viét Nam. Khong gian, thoi gian
nhu tua ngude vé hang chuc nam truée, roi
trdi di bing mot nhip rat cham. Ngbi udng
tra 6 quan cb6 Si ngay ngd ba trung tAm xa
Y Ty nhin ra, tréi lanh xam, nhiing cay kho
trui 14, suong von quanh, vai em bé Ha Nhi
dang vac cui ngang qua... tdi bdng chéc cam
thay nhiing bén bé clia cudc séng noi thanh
thi troi rat xa vé phia sau lung.




Ngai Thau dep nhu biic tranh
huy mdc

DPiém dén ti€p theo ctia ching t6i 14 x4
Ngai Thau, noi dude ddn nhiép anh don
la da gom hét nhitng nét dic sic nhat cta
viung Bat Xat: rudng bac thang, bién may
va tuyét vao mua déng cung rung téng qua
st (theo tiéng dan toc Mong la cay séng qua
muia dong khic nghiét. St 1a cay, tong la
dong, qua la qua).

Chiing t6i chay xe chAm cham bo 1én
dinh Ma Cha Va, ndi c6 thén Ngai Thau
Thugng (d6 cao 2.100 m), mot trong nhing
thén cao nhat Viéet Nam véi da phan ngudi
dan tdc Méng sinh s6ng. Gan t6i noi, tdi bd
xe lai dé leo 1én tan dinh. That khéng udng
coéng, ca chan troi dang mé toang véi nhiing
dam mAy tring nhu dai lua 6m &p nui nhap
nhé tuyén mot mau xanh thim thdm.

Néng dang tit dan, tiing dong thac may
d6 tudn ra ti cac khe ndi tit tit nhan chim
nhiing ngon cdy, néc nha rdi 14p ddy thung
liing. Nhiing séng may 4y cudn chdng, quan
quyt 1én nhau nhu hang van “ma nt” ling
16 dén, mon man vat lau siy sat chan, roi
nhe tréi mién man vé cac bén bg 1a dinh
nudi. Mot khong gian nguyén s¢, ménh
mang, ma mi ma nhu cham dugc.

Troi sup toi rat nhanh. Ching t6i tha xe
xubng déo véi tée d6 cham nhat c6 thé, vita
di vita tAn hudng mui ngai ngai, 4m 4m cta
d4t, chia cdy. Xa xa, riing téng qua su cb thu
réu phong dang 4n hién nhu nhiing vi than

khéng 16 trong suong may md t6i. Gan hon
la nhiing ruéng bac thang tro troi sau mua
gét, den ngom ngap nudc, loang loang vai
séc bac bdi chiit Anh sang rang chiéu con sét
lai. Ai d6 dang coi 1én vai d6m lia gan chai
nha dé ching in béng, nhay mia nhu dam
ma troi trén ddm bd bao. Lan diu tién, toi
dugc nhin thay khung canh rudéng bac thang
hién ra nhu mét btc tranh thiy m#c - hién
sinh, &4n tugng, séng dong dén gai ngudi.

Ngdi Thau duoc dan nhi¢p anh dén | dé gom hét nhong nét
dac sdc nhdt cda vong Bat Xat: rudng bac thang, bién may
va tuyét vao mua déng cung rung t6ng quad su.

OCTOBER 2020 11



Da tung xem qua
A&nh nhi¢u 1an 3]
nhung hém nay

dong gita khéng

gian bao la nay,

toi c6 cam gidac

rat khac, mot cédm

giac vé sy chénh

vénh, cé doéc.

12 SAVOUR VIETNAM

BN ¢ chodn Then

Ngay cudi, chiing t6i thong tha dén
ban Choan Theén, chi cach trung tam Y Ty
khoang 30 phit chay xe. DAy 14 mét trong
nhiing ban ¢ cia x4, hinh thanh cach day
hon 300 nam, hién ¢6 hon 50 ho dan nguci
Ha Nhi den sinh séng.

Hbém chiing t6i d&n, moi ngudi trong ban
dang tap trung stia lai con dudng chinh.
Nuéc 1énh lang, bén trong 1a tiéng nén huynh

huych 1am nha trinh tudng, con bén ngoai 1a
tiéng la oai 04i clia may diia bé du trén lung
me dang lum khum don da. Xung quanh do,
dan ga va vai con lgn ban ciing dang chay
t tung, tao nén mot canh tuong huyén néo.
Chung t61 chui vao khu ¢6 ba cdn nha trinh
tuong vAy quanh mot san nhé dé chup hinh.
Moi thii that ty nhién, dé chiu, khong mua
ban, khong c6 ban tay cia thuong mai du lich
sép dat. Toi d6 réing, trang Thrillist da binh
chon cho Y Ty 1a vi noi nay.



Di gin cudi con dudng chay doc theo ban
6, moi thit dan trd nén im Ang. Va that bat
ngd, mot khoang dat tréng md ra, noi c6 hai
cy c6 thu dtng cho vo gitia may troi. Bén
duéi 1a thung lang, 4n hién trong may vai
mai nha, xa xa bén kia 1a bién gi6i Viét -
Trung. Anh ban déng hanh ngusi Nhat cta
t61 n6i ring: “Nhiing cay c6 thu nhu thé nay
4 Nhat Ban rat quy, vi ching tugng trung
cho vong luan héi cta vii tru. Mila déng
khéc nghiét, ching sé tu giét di mot phan

than nhanh dé tén tai va doi hdi sinh & mua
xuan”. Téi dap: “Ngudi dan toc 6 day cling
vay, ho tin chiing c6 linh hén”. Hai c4y song
d6i nay quéa ndi tiéng trong giéi nhiép anh.
Pa tiing xem qua anh nhiéu lan nhung hom
nay ding gitia khéng gian bao la nay, té1

c6 cam giac rat khac, mot cam giac vé su
chénh vénh, c6 doc du ching dang ding d6,
sat canh, song song nhau.

Gi6 ludn ti thung liing 1anh lanh, khéi
nha ai d6t dong dang bay lén, len gitia
nhiing dam may. P6 1a khoanh khic giao
hoa gitia dat va troi, thuc va hu, con ngusi
va thién nhién, mot trai nghiém khé phai
md vé khung canh ban ¢6 Chodn Thén trén
viing cao Tay Béc.

THONG TIN DU LICH BAT

XAT, LAO CAl

Y Ty m&i mua déu co ve dep riéng.
Thang 9 ndm truée dén thang 4 ndm
sau la mua san may. Cudi thang 3
dén dau thang 4 la mua cda cac
loai hoa d& quyén ryc r6. Tu thang
5-6 la mua nudc dd. Trong khi do,
thang 8 cho dén gan cudi thang 9
& mua l6a chin. Dip cudi ndm, Y Ty
& mot trong ba diém cé khd néng
tuyét roi cao nhat Viet Nam.

N&m trén dé cao 2.860m so vai
muc nudc bién, dinh ndi Ldo Thdn
duoc xem nhu noéc nha cva Y Ty.
V&i nhing ngudi yeu trekking, hiking
(di bd tham hiém xuyen rung), day
chdc chdn la diém phai chinh phuyc.
Qua dém & dinh ndi ndy cing la
mot trai nghiém tuyét voi.

Ngodi cac thén Lao Chdi, Phan
Can SU, Sim San va Héng Ngai,
khung cd&nh nUi rong va cac thén
bdan & xa A LU sat dudong bién gidi
Viet - Trung la noi rat nguyén so
va nén kham pha. Cung dudng di
xe may tU A Lo qua Ngdi Thau xing
dang dugc xem la cung dudng
dep nhat Y Ty.

OCTOBER 2020 13
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Text: QUOC BINH
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winter in the border district of Bat Xat, Lao Cai imparts
travelers with a special feeling that radiates from the
northwestern mountains. There, human life appears
{0 SinkK into the hills, the great mountains and the sea of
clouds floating high up in the biue sKy.

OCTOBER 2020~ 15



Once voted

in the top 12

mysterious

his enchanting journey began with destinations

I an overnight bus that brought us to in Asia by the

a homestay in Sapa at 2 am. It was American website

so cold that our chilled breath exhaled like Thrillist, the

village of Y Ty
attracts many
tourists who love
exploring.

smoke. I only remember the misty air, the
wetness that covered the way to the wooden
house as it stood under the light as we sat
still on small chairs waiting for the early bus

to Y Ty.

sea of clouds at Y Ty

Being a mountainous commune on the
frontier of Bat Xat district, this commune
features 16 villages home to four ethnic
groups including the Mong, Ha Nhi, Dao
and Kinh. Located at an altitude of over
2,000 m, with its back against the Nhiu
Co San Mountain (2,965 m), this area is

16 SAVOUR VIETNAM

covered in clouds throughout the year and
welcomes many of Vietnam’s first snowfalls.
Once voted as one of the top 12 mysterious
destinations in Asia by the American
website Thrillist, the village of Y Ty
attracts many tourists who love to explore.
This place is also famous for the primeval
“hanging forest” of Den Sang, located on a
towering rocky mountain.

The bus from Sapa to Y Ty is less than
70 km, but it takes the whole morning. In
return, this road has countless places to stop
because of the abundance of half-real, half-
imaginary scenes that continuously emerge
in front of your eyes. The roads are winding
and the small houses are well hidden
behind leaves and clouds. As we neared
our destination, the air became gloomy and
somber, giving me the sense of traveling
through time-an incredibly strange feeling
that I have never experienced anywhere
else in Vietnam. Space and time appeared
to be in full reverse, traveling back decades
as we passed by at a steady beat. Gazing
at the street as I sat and sipped tea in Mrs.
Si’s shop at the intersection in the center
of Y Ty commune, a cold and gray day took
shape with dried leaves and dew floating in
the air. A few Ha Nhi children were carrying
firewood across the street... I suddenly felt
the worries of urban life far behind me.



Ngai Thau, as beautiful
as an ink wash painting

Our next destination is Ngai
Thau commune, which is rumored by
photographers to be the place where the
best features of the Bat Xat region gather:
terraced fields, seas of clouds and snow
in winter, as well as a forest of Nepalese
alders, or Tong Qua Su in the Mong language
(meaning a tree that survives a harsh winter:
Su - tree, Tong - winter, Qua - pass).

We leisurely drove to the top of Ma Cha
Va, where Ngai Thau Thuong village is
located at an altitude of 2,100 m - one of the
highest villages in Vietnam that is majority
Mong. As we neared our destination, we
left our motorbikes to climb to the top.

The payoff for our effort was immense: the
horizon was a boundless mass of white
clouds appearing like silk cloth embracing
the mountain, undulating with patches of
deep blue.

The sun began to fade, sending streams
of clouds pouring out of the ravine that
slowly engulfed the tree tops and rooftops,
filling the valley. Endless waves of clouds
piled up, wrapping together like tens of
thousands of drifting “female spirits” that
caressed the reeds with their feet, and then
gently rolled atop the mountain peaks.

A vast and surreal space that felt quite
tangible.

Darkness came without haste. We
descended the pass at the slowest speed
possible while enjoying the fresh and humid
smell of soil and trees. In the distance, the
ancient mossy Tong Qua Su forest revealed
to us the giant gods hidden within the dark
mist. The terraced fields, completely bare
after the harvest, were flooded with black
water with a few glints of silver reflecting
the fading sunlight. Someone was raising
a few sparks nearby their house, making
the shadows dance like ghosts along the
banks. For the first time, I saw the terraced
field appear like an ink wash painting-
existential, imposing and so vivacious that
it made my skin tingle.

Ngai Thau commune

is rumored by many
photographers to be the
place where the best
features of the Bat Xat
region gather: terraced
fields, seas of clouds and
snow in the winter, and a
Tong Qua Su forest.

OCTOBER 2020 17



ISCOVERY

18 SAVOUR VIETNAM

The ancient village
of choan Then

On the last day, we arrived to Choan
Then village, only about 30 minutes from
the center of Y Ty. This is one of the oldest
villages of the commune, established more
than 300 years ago, and is currently home
to more than 50 households of the Den Ha
Nhi ethnic minority. The day we arrived,
everyone in the village was concentrated
on fixing the main road. There was water
everywhere. Inside, the persistent thud of
those who were building earthen houses
echoed, and outside, the cries of children
swinging on the backs of their mothers as
they bent over to collect rocks rang out.
Nearby, chickens and a few indigenous pigs
ran about, creating a cacophonous scene.
We entered an area with three earthen
houses that surrounded a small courtyard

to take pictures. Everything was so natural
and pleasant, without images of buying or
selling, without the installation of travel
commerce. I believe that Thrillist voted for
Y Ty because of scenes like this. Near the
end of the road that runs along the ancient
village, everything gradually became quiet.
And unexpectedly, a clearing opened to two
colossal ancient trees that stood alone in the
clouds. Down below was the valley where
roofs hid then reappeared among clouds.
Far away was the border between Vietnam
and China. My Japanese companion said,
“In Japan, ancient trees like these are

very precious, because they represent the
reincarnation cycle of the universe. During
the harsh winter, they will kill a part of the
trunk to survive and wait for its revival in



| had seen their
photos several

times before,
but standing in

y the middle of
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» 2k on that day, |
,?‘ % experienced

a new feeling,

a feeling of
)V insecurity and
8 loneliness.

spring.” I replied, “Just as the ethnic people
do here. They believe trees have souls.”
These two twin trees are very famous in
the photography world. I had seen their
photos several times before, but standing
in the middle of this vast space on that day,
I experienced a new feeling, a feeling of
insecurity and loneliness, even though they
stood together, side by side, in parallel.

A chilly wind blew in from the valley as
smoke rose from a house smelting copper,
crowding into the sea of clouds. It was a
moment of harmony between earth and
heaven, reality and imagination, humanity
and nature, an enduring experience
of Choan Then ancient village in the
Northwest highlands.

BAT XAT, LAO CAI TOURIST INFORMATION

Each season in Y Ty has its own beauty. September of
the previous year to April of the following year is cloud
hunting season. Late March to early April is the season
of radiant rhododendrons. From May to June is the rainy
season. Meanuwhile, from August to the end of September
is the season of ripe rice. At the end of the year, Y Ty
is one of the three places with the highest snowfall in
Vietnam.

Located at an altitude of 2,860 m above sea level, the
peak of Lao Than Mountain is considered the roof of Y
Ty. For those who love trekking and hiking, this is definitely
the place to conquer. Staying overnight on this mountain
top is also a wonderful experience.

In addition to the hamlets of Lao Chai, Phan Can Su, Sim
San and Hong Ngai, the scenery of mountains, forests and
villages in A Lu commune near the Vietnam-China border
are pristine ‘must-explore” destinations. The motorbike
road from A Lu to Ngai Thau deserves to be regarded as
the most beautiful road in Y Ty.
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Trong g neay
- KhOng famy gl oiquyet -
dinh kitim pia motnét
van hoa cta neuoi sai.,
* Gon, ngdm nghia thanh
pho than thugc gua lang
Kinh cac qudn ca pheé,
W dac biet1a ca phé trong
hém. va chgtnhan ra,
dudng nhu minh sap trd
thanh nguoi xa la trong
chinh thanh phé cua
minh mdt roi.
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| \ / I oi thii thay d6i qua nhanh chéng.

Vin héa ca phé nay cting khac xua
rat nhiéu. Khéng chi ¢6 kidu nham nhi va
suy tudng, chd dgi tiing giot ti tich roi cua
phin ca phé den hay ca phé siia da truyén
thong Viéet Nam. Ca phé tién 1¢i xuat hién
chua lau 14m, nhanh nhung vAn ndng nan
vi ca phé Y cta Espresso, Cappuccino hay
Macchiato, cling da 16i nhip khi ca phé u
lanh (cold brew) 1én ng6i v6i hang loat bién
tdu day ngiu hing. Rdi ca phé thi cong
(hand brew) quay ngugc thdi gian, tré lai
diém khéi ddu véi nghé thuat pha ché tinh
t&, gitp giit lai vi ca phé nguyén ban, nhe
nhang va thanh thoat.

Gu thudng thtc ca phé ctia chinh t6i
ciing thay ddi lic nao khéng biét. Ting 1a mot
“fan cling” ciia ca phé stia da dic quanh ding
diéu, gid toi khong thé chiu néi vi ngot ciia né
ma chuyén sang Cappucinno khong dudng.
Chéc mét thoi gian nita, t6i méi bt kip xu thé
ca phé 1 lanh hay ca phé thu céng khi t6i van
chua “ngdm” va cam huong vi ctia né.

Thé giéi quan ca phé ciing vi thé ma
né rd, moc 1én khip phé phudng, tit dudng
16n dén nhiing con hém nhd, tit khong gian
sin vudon rong rai dén ca phé may lanh may
tang lau. Réi tit nhiing géc phé véi ban ghé
ké doc 1é dudng dén nhiing cian gac chung
cu bé xiu, loay hoay ngéch ngach cau thang
méi 1én dén noi. Ct nhin nha trén pho, thé
nao ban cing lac budc vao mot quan ca phé,
d6i khi ndm 14n khu&'t dau d6 trong mot géc
nhé caa Sai Gon.

Phong cach thiét k& quan ca phé Sai
Gon ngay cang phong phu va doc dao, cap
nhat theo trao luu ctia thé giéi. Néu Vintage
hay Retro dem lai m¢t khong gian hoai
niém mién ky tc véi v van dd trang tri xua
cfi, thi Minimalism t6n vinh nét dep cua su
t61 gian. Diém nhén cta Industrial chinh
14 su tho rap khong trau chudt, mang dang
vé manh mé va hién dai, d6i 14p hoan toan
v6i khong gian xanh muét huong cdy co cua
Tropical. Trong khi d6, ca phé sach 1a chon
tinh ling dé thuc khach tha hén vao nhiing
trang sach.

HOai niém cling
phong cach vintage

Dugc khai sinh ¢ Phap tu thé ki 15,
thuat ngit Vintage thoat dau diung dé chi
nhiing binh rugu ldu ndm hay nhiing mén
d6 ¢6 (dudi 100 ndm tudi) va ci (da qua st
dung). Dan dan, Vintage tré thanh mot trao
luu ndi troi trong thoi trang, héi hoa, nhiép
anh va thiét k& noi that, nhu mot kiéu quay
nguge thoi gian, “4p nguyén xi” phong cach
thiét k& trong qua khi.

Dén voi ca phe
Vintage, ban s¢
c6 nhing phot

gidy lang dang
trong khéng khi
Sai Gon xua, dé
tha@y gia tri cda
thoi gian trong

tung budc cham.

Tieng nhac da
di¢t vang vang
thi¢t tha khién
moi thu trdi qua
cham hon mot
chut, nhe nhang
hon moét chot,
phdn ndo giup

té&m tri thanh thdn

hon mot chot.

i‘xtmun oo

\

Mau séc trong cac quan ca phé Vintage
thudng nha nhin véi sic tring chi dao, nhan
nhe bing nhiing gam mau nhat, nhe nhang.
Anh sang vang ciing d6 noi that phi mau thoi
gian tao nén mot dang vé lang man, tram
4m mang hoi huéng ¢ dién. D4 trang tri 1a
cai hon trong phong cach Vintage, nhat dinh
phai “c8” va “c@t” tit chat liéu dén kidu dang.
B6 ban ghé bac mau, dén chtim, tranh, poster
treo tudng, dong hé cd, hodc nhitng mén
do second-hand 14 nhiing chi tiét trang tri
thuong duge st dung.
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XUa 1dn nay trong phong cich Retro

Retro hay bi nham 14n véi Vintage khi ca hai
déu 1a nhitng phong cach thiét k& ¢6 dién, mang
hoi huéng chia qua khi. Néu Vintage 1a phong cach
cua ki niém, mang d4u an thdi gian, thi Retro 1a
phong cach hoai ¢8, “4n theo” qua khit, mong muén
hdi sinh hoéc sao chép nhiing trao luu xua cii véi
nhiing cd tuyt cach tAn manh mé, théi vao nét tuci
méi va giip ching hgp thoi hon.

Mau séc Retro 14 su két hgp diy ngau hiing, déi
khi tido bao ciia nhiing gam mau ruc rd nhu vang,
cam, nau d6, hong, tim (cta thap nién 1950-60) vé6i
su diu ngot pastel nhu be, xanh lam, xanh bién (cia
théap nién 1970), tao nén nét tuong phan bit mit
vé6i cac vat dung trang tri thoi “ong ba anh”.

1506} ’r’r‘ong‘ufrl trong phong
" cach'Retro khong can phai
thyc sy “c8” va “c0’, chi can
“bdt chudc” theo kidu dang
cU, gop phdn ggi nhd mot =

mién ki 0c. Dign thogi ban,  FEE>="
man hinh tivi bé xiu, ban
0i than, bang cat xét hay
nhing cudn phim Kodak &
nhong mon doé ‘lau ngay
khédng gdp” cda thé he
trude trd thanh nhongathi ST
hét suc la |&dm d6i voi the e

he tré sau nay.




NEt duyen clia phong cach
101 gian - Minimalism

Trong khi Vintage va Retro st dung rat
nhiéu vat trang tri xua cii gitip ta xuyén
khong vé “mdt thoi da xa”, thi phong cach
61 gidn (Minimalism) lai don gidn héa moi
chi tiét, tir dudng nét, kiéu dang dén mau
séc, chat liéu, va han ché st dung vat liéu
trang tri hét mtec c6 thé.

Mot khong gian t61 gian khong st dung
qué 3 mau, v6i mau nén thudng theo tong
trdng, mau chinh c6 thé 1a den hoac kem va
mau nhén 14 nhiing gam mau nhe nhang,
trang nha. Sy dong nhat gifia tudng va tran
nha 1a y&u t6 quan trong trong thiét ké& t6i
gian, ké&t hgp véi anh sang tu nhién (hoic
gia tu nhién), tao cam giac khong gian tré
nén roéng rii, sing sua va thoang dang hon.
D6 trang tri trong phong cach t6i gian dudge
sti dung rat han ché& va c6 chon loc, thuong
di theo tong mau chinh, tré thanh nhiing
diém nhéan tinh t&, 1am nén nét duyén dang
riéng cho tung quan.

Phong cach t6i gian bit ngudn & My ti
nhiing nam 60 cua thé ky truéc nhu 1a mot
trao luu trong héi hoa va diéu khic, dan
dan lan rong ra nhiéu linh vuc khac nhu
am nhac, thiét k& thoi trang, trang tri ndi
va ngoai that... Dén thé& ky 21, né da trd
thanh mot triét 1y s6ng, ton vinh viéc tao
ra mot khong gian “t6i thiu dé vat nhung
t61 da hanh phuc”. D6 1a T6i1 gian méi quan
hé dé loai b6t nhiing ngudi “quen chi dé
biét” va danh nhiéu thdi gian hon véi nhiing
ngudi than thiét. T61 gian cach giai tri dé
chon ding “ch4t” clia riéng minh, dem lai
nhiéu gia tri nhan van 1an kién thic. To1
gian thong tin dé khong bi béi réi trude qua
nhiéu thong tin.

Ve tho rdp cua phong cdch
cong nghiép - mdustrial

DPiém nhéan cta Industrial chinh
14 su tho rap khong trau chudt, mang
dang vé manh mé, hién dai. Tuéng
gach tho, bé téng vd, nén xi mang xu
xi, cac thanh kim loai, dudng 6ng dan,
ké ca day dién ciing duge chay néi, 16
ra ti tran nha. Su “1¢ thién” ctia hé
théng k§ thuat gitp “noéi dai” chiéu cao
(von thudng da cao) ctia tran nha, va
dé dang stia chiia khi can thiét.

Su don gian dén mic xu xi khién
cac thiét k& ctia Industrial nhin c6 vé
rap khuén va nham chan. Do vay, ching
thuong két hgp véi cac phong cach khac
dé tao ra diém &n tugng riéng. C6 lic
la nhiing mang tudng nhiéu mau sic,
tranh vé tay, c¢6 khi 1a vai bd ban ghé

Phong cach t6i
gidn chua bao
gid duoc lay cém
hing tU su ngheo
doi hay tiet kiem.
Ngudi tao ra
phong cach nay
c6 thé co bat cu
di¢u gi, nhung ho
chon nhing thu
don gidn va thanh
lich nhat. Boi khi
nhing tho doé
chua chac la mot
lua chon re tién.
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Xanh mat Knong gian nhiét déi
Tropical

Phong cach nhiét déi (Tropical) chinh
1a sy d61 1ap véi vé lanh lung khoé khan cta
Industrial. LAy cam htng tit mau sic tu
nhién ctia mién nhiét déi véi bién, troi, cay
¢, néng va gi6, thiét k& Tropical gom ca
thién nhién vao nha, tao ra mot khong gian
xanh muét mat, trong lanh, dem lai cadm
gi4c thoai mai va an nhién.

Tong mau hay chit liéu trong thiét k&
Tropical déu dén tit thién nhién. Sic xanh
cht dao clia cAy ¢d hay bién, tréi hoa quyén
cung vé mdc mac nau vang cua may, tre,
nia hay gb, mang dén nét chan chat va su
than thién véi méi trudéng. Cho du 14 ngoai
troi hay trong nha, 4nh sang tu nhién duge
tan dung t6i da khién khéng gian Tropical
luén sang biing, ngap ning.
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Cay céoi la vat
trang tri khéng thé
thi¢u trong phong
cach Tropical.
Nhong phu kiégn
trang tri khac
cing rat méc mac
va ty nhién. Tat
cd cdac chi tiet

s¢ khién ban nhu
budc vao mét khu
vudn ngdp sac
xanh va thodng
huong cay cé.

Piém tho vi la ca
phé sach khéng
nhat thi¢t phdi
tinh [&dng nhu mot
thu vién, nhung
khédng bao gio 6n
&o nhu mét quan
cd pheé.
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YEén cling ca phé sach

Ca phé va sach dudng nhu c6 rat nhiéu
diém chung. Ca phé dé khéi dong mot ngay
méi, sach 1a noi bat ddu nhitng y tudng méi.
Di ca phé @8 két néi ban be, con doc sach
gitp ta két néi véi thé gidi kién thiic rong
16n. Huong vi ciia mdot tach ca phé ngon sé&
gitp ban nhé mai vé moét khoanh khéc nao
dé trong cudc séng, cling nhu mdt cudn sach
hay c6 thé thay déi cude doi cia mot con
nguoi.

C6 tit rat 1au & Chau Au, y tudng ca
phé va sach 14 su két hop hoan hao cta
hai khong gian truyén thong: thu vién va
quén ca phé. Pay 12 ndi ban c¢6 thé trit bd
moi x6 bd, nao nhiét dé “lac tréi” vao nhiing
con chii, trong khi nham nhi vi ca phé yéu
thich. Cafe Sach khong don thuan chi danh
cho nhiing ngudi yéu sach, ma 1a mot khong
gian tram ldng danh cho t4t ca moi ngudi,
dé duge an yén, bat ké nhiing viéc minh lam
c6 lién quan dén sach hay khong.

Ca phé sach 6 Sai Gon rit da dang. Noi
thi hoanh trang, thoang mat véi cac ké sach
cao ngéat, chd lai &m cing véi nhiing géc nho
xinh x4n. Noi thi sang trung véi ban ghé
ké kidu thu vién, chd lai pha cach véi muén
kiéu ndm ngdi thoai mai. Vén di vin héa doc
van chua phai 1a niém ty hao ctia ngudi Viét
duong dai, nén rat it ngudi dén ca phé sach
dé thuc su doc sach. Pa phan, khach ghé
quan can mot khong gian binh yén, nhu 1a
khoéang lang gitia 6n 40 Sai Gon, dé suy nghi,
hoc tap hay lam viéc. Nhing cudc chuyén
tro néu c6 cling 1a nhiing thanh Am ru ri nho
nho, thém chit du vi cho ca phé sach.
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puring idle days, rdecided to explore the culture of saigon, to contemplate the familiar
city through the prism.of cafes, especially those in Saigon’s countiess alleyways. And i
suddenly realized thal ve nearfy become a stranger in.my 0wn city. - =
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verything has changed so quickly.
E Coffee culture has now become quite

different compared to back in the day.
Coffee is not only relegated to sipping and
thinking as you wait till the last drop of a
cup of filtered black coffee or traditional
Vietnamese iced milk coffee. Convenient
coffee, which appeared not too long ago, is
fast but still retains the full Italian flavors
of espresso, cappuccino or macchiato. I
also missed a beat when cold brew coffee
took the throne with a series of improvised
variations. Then there’s also hand brewed
coffee, which travels back in time, returning
to the origin of the sophisticated art of
brewing, helping to retain the authentic,
light and serene taste of coffee.

When it comes to enjoying coffee, I
failed to realize that my own taste had
changed. Once a “die-hard” fan of a
perfectly thick iced milk coffee, I now can’t
stand its sweet taste, preferring to switch
to sugar free cappuccino. I may need some
time to catch up with the trend of cold brew
coffee or handmade coffee as I have not yet
“absorbed” and sensed their tastes.

The café world is also in bloom,
growing along the streets from the main
throughways to the small alleys, from the
airy garden spaces to the multistoried air-
conditioned coffee houses. Then, from street
corners with tables and chairs lined along
the roadside to tiny apartments with their
difficult staircases. By simpl wandering
the streets, you will sooner or later lose
yourself in a coffee shop, oftentimes hidden
somewhere in a small corner of Saigon.

Saigon coffee shops are increasingly
rich and unique in design, keeping updated
according to worldwide trends. If “vintage”
or “retro” creates a nostalgic space of
memories with countless old decorations,
“minimalism” honors the beauty of
simplicity. The highlight of “industrial” is
its unrefined roughness, carrying a strong
and modern look, in complete contrast to the
lush green of “tropical” spaces. Meanwhile,
“book cafés” are quiet places for customers to
indulge in the pages of a good read.

Nostalgia with vintage style

Originating in the 15th century,
the term “vintage” initially referred to
perennial wine jars or antiques (under
100 years old). Gradually, vintage became
an exceptional trend in fashion, painting,
photography, and interior design, as a way
of going back in time, replicating the styles
of the past.
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The colors in vintage café are usually
gentle, featuring white as the main color,
accentuated with light and muted colors.
Golden light and time-worn furniture carry
a romantic and classic look. Ornaments
are the soul of the vintage style, which
must be “0ld” and “ancient” from material
to style. Faded sets of tables and chairs,
chandeliers, paintings, wall posters,
antique clocks, or second-hand items are
commonly used decorative items.

At a vintage
cafe, you will

find moments of
distraction in an
atmosphere of old
Saigon, taking in
the value of time
with slow steps.
Music constantly
soars through the
air here, making
everything feel a
little slower, a little
softer, calming the
mind just a bit.




Retro decorations don't have to be “old”
and “ancient,” they can also imitate
older styles, helping to evoke a domain
of memories. Desk phones, tiny television
screens, coal irons, cassettes or Kodak
film are “long time no see” items from

the previous generation that have
become very unfamiliar to the younger
generation.

The present and the past
blend in retro style

Retro is often confused with vintage as
both are classic design styles that relish the
past. If vintage is the style of memories,
bearing the imprint of time, then retro is
the concept of nostalgia, “living off” the
past, wanting to revive or copy old trends
with innovative twists, imparting them
with freshness and making them trendier.

Retro colors are an impromptu
combination, which are sometimes daring
with vibrant colors such as yellow, orange,
brown, red, pink, purple (of the 1950s-60s)
with pastel sweetness like beige, turquoise,
blue (of the 1970s), creating an eye-catching
contrast alongside decorative objects from
the “grandparents’ generation.”

Cool air in green tropical
spaces - tropical style

Tropical style is the antithesis of the
harshness and coldness of industrial style.
Inspired by the natural colors of the tropics,
with sea, sky, trees, sun and wind, tropical
designs transport nature into the indoors,
creating a cool, fresh green space, delivering
a comfortable and peaceful feeling. The tone
and material of tropical designs come from
nature. The foremost colors being the green
of trees or blue of the sea or sky, blend with
the rustic golden-brown color of rattan,
bamboo or other woods, which convey
simplicity and environmental friendliness.
Whether outdoors or indoors, natural light
is maximumly exploited, making a tropical
styled space illuminated with full sun.

B N

Trees are an indispensable decoration in the tropical style.
Other decorative accessories are also very rustic and natural.
Each detail will make you feel like stepping into a garden
filled with greenery and fragrant plants.
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The charm of
a simplistic style - minimalism

While vintage and retro use a lot of old-
fashioned decorations to keep us travelling
back in time, minimalism simplifies every
detail from lines, style, color to texture,
limiting decorative materials as much as
possible.

A minimalistic space does not use more
than 3 colors, with the background color
usually in a white tone. The main color
can be black or cream and accent colors
are gentle and elegant. The uniformity
between the wall and the ceiling is an
important factor of minimalism, combined
with natural light (or artificial light),
bringing the feeling of a wider, brighter and
more airy space. Minimalistic decorations
are used very sparingly and selectively,
often following the tone of the main color,
developing subtle highlights that create a
unique charm for each shop.

The minimalist style originated in
America in the 1960s as a trend in painting

If minimalism honors the charm of
simplicity, industrial style debunks
minimalism, exposing every “‘bare”
detail for what it is. Derived from
a need to reuse old warehouses
and workshops for residences in
the early 20th century in Europe,
industrial designs are useful for
renovating what is available.
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Minimalism

does not draw
its inspiration
from poverty or
frugality. Anyone
who employs this
style can have
any item, but
they choose the
simplest and most
elegant options.
Sometimes those
choices are not
necessarily the
most inexpensive.
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and sculpture, gradually spreading to
many other fields such as music, fashion,
home decoration and exterior design...

By the 21st century, it had become a
philosophy of life, honoring the creation of
a space of “minimum objects but maximum
happiness.” There is a notion to minimize
relationships to eliminate “acquaintances
that we just know” and spend more time
with those who are close to us. Minimize
entertainment to choose the right “quality,”
imparting values of humanity and
knowledge. Minimize information so you
don’t overload your mind.

The roughness of
industrial style

The highlight of the industrial style is
its roughness without refinement, bearing
a strong and modern appearance, featuring
raw brick walls, broken concrete, rough
cement floors, metal bars, pipes, even wires
exposed from the ceiling. The “openness” of
the technical system helps to “extend” the
height (which is usually already high) of the
ceiling and is easy to repair when needed.

Rugged simplicity can make industrial
designs look cliché and boring. Therefore,
it is often combined with different styles to
create unique impressions. Sometimes there
are colorful walls with hand-painted art,
pieces of old furniture or the tile in the style
of the Subsidy Economy (Bao Cap) period.

Color in industrial design prominently
features raw materials such as rebar, brick
or wood beams, often possessing neutral
concrete, conveying a coarse and cold feeling.
Brightly colored decorations combine with
greenery, natural light through large glass
windows or incandescent lights help to
add balance as well as soften and warm up
industrial spaces.



peacefiilness of a hook café
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=— PFER ; Coffee and books go hand-in-hand.
- L Coffee helps you kickstart your day, while
> books are the place to gather new ideas.
Coffee can connect us with friends, while
reading can help us connect to the vast
world of knowledge. The taste of a delicious
Top &,7 ' cup of coffee will help you remember a
- certain moment in life, much like how a
A . 3 good book can change someone’s life.
. Having existed for quite some time
in Europe, the idea of coffee and books is
3 the perfect combination of two traditional
' spaces: the library and the café. This is
where you can find relief from the hustle
and bustle of life and lose yourself in words
while sipping your favorite cup of coffee.
Book cafés are not just for book lovers, but
also a quiet space for everyone to enjoy
T peace, regardless of whether their job is
related to books.
Book cafés in Saigon are very diverse.
Some places are magnificent, airy with
towering bookshelves, some are cozy with
= lovely little corners. Some places are bright
with tables and chairs lined in library-
style, some are without rules, featuring
numerous spaces to sit or even lie down.
Inherently, reading culture is not the pride
of contemporary Vietnamese, so very few
people come to book cafés to actually read
books. Most of the time, customers are there
in search of a peaceful space, as a quiet
haven in the middle of busy Saigon, to think,
study or work. Conversations, if any, are
reduced to small whispering sounds, adding
a little aftertaste to the book café.

Interestingly, book
cafes are not
necessarily as
quiet as a library,
but never as noisy
as a traditional
coffee shop.
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Khdm phd thé gidi bén trong
ba Khach San cO nhat sai Gon

Anh: HOANG LE BAO
Loi: TT TT

it ai biét, trong 1ong khdch san ¢6 Kinh continental Sai Gon 6 ba cay hoa st dugc trong i thai
khdch san mdi di vao hoat dong, va van con tuoi tot sau 140 nam. Hay Khdch san Majestic sai gon
¢0 cAu thang xodn bang g0 tuoi doi da 95 nam, bang véi s6 toi clia Khich san.

EXxplore the mside world
of Three of salgon’s oldest Hotels

Photos: HOANG LE BAO
Text: TI T1
Few people Know that right in the heart of the Hotel continental Saigon there are three frangipani trees
that were planted when the hotel first came into operation, and are still vibrant after 140 years. Many
also 4o not know that the Hotel Majestic Saigon has a wooden spiral staircase which is 95 years old, the
same age as the hotel.
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tai Viet Nam. Trong khi d6, du xuat hién mudn hon mot chit, khach san Grand Sai Gon ciling dugc xem

12 khach san 1au doi cia “Hon ngoc Vién Pong”. Sau bao bién d6i thang trdm cta lich st, 16p bui thoi gian
khong che 14p, ma nguge lai, dd lam anh 1én vé dep cta ba cong trinh kién tric tiéu biéu theo phong cach Phéap
tai thanh phd nay. Ca ba khéach san ¢6 tri danh ctia Sai Gon - TP.HCM déu toa lac trén truc dusng Péng Khdi &
nhiing vi tri dude xem 1a dep nhat thanh pho.

D61 v6i phan 16n ngusi dan thanh phd va du khach, bén trong ba khach san néi tiéng xa hoa mét thai van con

chtia dung nhiéu bi mat. Tham chi, néi nhu Marc Phillip Yablonka, phéng vién chién trusng ngusi My tung cé
nhiéu nim lam viéc tai Sai Gon thdi chién tranh Viét Nam, “Néu nhiing biic tuong ctia khach san Continental biét

A9
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néi, ching sé ké cho ban rit nhiéu diéu”. Cau nay cting c6 thé dung dé néi vé hai khach san ¢o con lai.

C ontinental va Majestic 1a hai khach san ¢6 nhat & Sai Gon, va cting 14 hai trong top 5 khach san 1au doi nhat

hotels in Vietnam. Although appearing a little later, the Hotel Grand Saigon is also considered to be a

historic hotel of the “Pearl of the Far East.” After many ups and downs throughout its history, the dust of
time has not settled on these fine hotels, but has, to the contrary, reflected the beauty of these three archetypal
French-style buildings in Saigon. All three famous French-style hotels of Saigon - Ho Chi Minh City are located on
Dong Khoi Street at some of the most beautiful locations in the city. For many city residents and tourists, unknown
secrets are still hidden inside of these three famously lavish hotels. As Marc Phillip Yablonka, an American war
correspondent who worked in Saigon for many years during the Vietnam War, expressed, “If the Hotel Continental
walls could speak, they would tell you a lot.” This statement also holds true for Saigon’s two other oldest hotels.

Both the Continental and Majestic are two of the oldest hotels in Saigon as well as two of the top 5 oldest

N

-
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continental sai Gon:
NOi Graham Greene phong but
Viét cuon “Nguoi My tram lang”

Ngudi ta da dang nhiéu my tit dé néi
vé khach san hang sang ra doi sém nhat
tai Sai Gon néi riéng va cta ca ving Nam
ky luc tinh néi chung nay. Khdéi thuy, day
13 diém ditng chan cta giéi thuong luu tit
Phap du lich dén ciac nuéc Dong Duong.
Trong nhiing ndm thap nién 1960 - 1970, n6
khoac 1én minh tén goi mang mau sic kiém
hiép: “DPai Luc Li Quan”.

Khach san dude xay dung vao ndm 1878
va hoan thanh vio nam 1880. Thdi diém
nay gin nhu ciung lic véi su xuit hién ctia
nhiéu cong trinh kién trdc mang phong cach
Phap néi tiéng tai Sai Gon thoi bdy gid, nhu
Nha tho Dic Ba (hoan thanh nam 1880),
Buu dién Sai Gon (1886 - 1891) va Toa Do
chanh Sai Gon (1898-1909), nay 1a tru sé
UBND TPHCM. Room 214 has now become an important part of the history of the Hotel
Continental Saigon as it was a regular residence and working place of
British writer Graham Greene. He wrote almost the entirety of “The Quiet
American” during his stay here.

Cén phong 214 gio ddy da
thanh mét phan quan trong
trong lich sit cua khach san
Continental Sai Gon khi
ting la noi ¢ va lam viéc
thuong xuyén cua nha vin
nguoi Anh Graham Greene.
Ong da viét gan nhu toan bo
tdc pham néi tiéng “Nguoi
My tram ldng” trong thoi
gian luu tru tai day.

Nam ngay vi tri ddc dia 6 khu vuc trung
tam thanh phé tai giao 10 Pong Khéi va
cong truong Lam Son, du c¢6 d6 cao khiém
tén chi véi mot tang trét va ba tang lau,
khach san Continental Sai Gon trong van
néi bat véi nhiing 6 ctia s6 duyén dang, cot
tru phu diéu in dam phong cach kién tric
Phap. Khach san da duge cong nhan la Di
tich Kién tric nghé thuat cia TP.HCM vao
nam 2012.

Continental Sai Gon titing dén tiép
nhiéu chinh khach, véin nghé si, ngudi noi
tiéng cta thé gidi dén tham va luu tra.
Trong s6 nay, khéng thé khong nhic dén
nha tho An Do Rabindranath Tagore - giai
Nobel Van chuong ndm 1913; nha vén nguai
Phap Andre Malraux; nha van ngu6i Anh
Graham Greene - tac gia cudn “Ngusi My
tram lang” nédi tiéng. Céc chinh khéch tiéng
tdm nhu Jacques Chirac - thi trudng Paris
duong thoi, sau nay 1a Téng thong Phap;
Thu tuéng Malaysia Mahathir Mohamed...
cling tting 14 nhiing bac thugng khach cua
khach san Continental Sai Gon.

Trai qua 140 nam, dién mao kién tric
cua khach san Continental Sai Gon dudc
gifi gin kha nguyén ven. Kién tric, ndi that
cling nhu c4ch bai tri bén trong déu theo
tiéu chuén cia mot khach san hang sang
tai Paris vao cudi thé ky 19. Khach san
Continental Sai Gon cang thém néi tiéng
khi xuat hién trong mét s6 canh quay chinh
trong phim “Déng Duong” ctia dao dién

Con day la phong s6 307, noi Thiéu tudng tinh bdo Pham Xuan An thuong
lui t6i va luu trd mot thoi gian kha lau.

Régis Wargnier, dugdc cong chiéu trén toan Room No. 307, where Intelligence Major General Pham Xuan An often
thé gigi vao nam 1992. visited and stayed for some time.
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Hotel continental saigon:
where Graham Greene wrote
the novel “The Quiet American”

There has been no shortage of beautiful
words used to describe the oldest luxury
hotel in Saigon in particular and the whole
southern region in general. Originally,
this was the stopover destination for the
French elite traveling to Indochina. During
the 1960s and 1970s, its name once wore
the color of knight-errant: “Mainland Inn”
(Dai Luc Lu Quan). The hotel was built in
1878 and completed in 1880. This period
also witnessed the appearance of many
famous French architectural monuments in
Saigon, such as the Notre Dame Cathedral
(completed in 1880), Saigon Central Post
Office (1886-1891) and Saigon City Hall
(1898-1909), now the headquarters of the
Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee.

Located at a prime location in the
city center, where Dong Khoi Street and
Lam Son Square intersect, and despite
its modest height with only one ground
floor and three upper floors, the Hotel
Continental Saigon is still a dominant
figure with its graceful windows and pillars
embossed in bold French architectural
styles. The hotel was recognized as a
Monument of Architectural Art of Ho Chi
Minh City in 2012.

Buic tugng déng cé
Napoleon cudi ngua c6
tir thoi 6ng Mathieu
Franchini lam chu
khach san giai doan
1930 - 1955.

Bronze statue of
Napoleon riding a
horse circa 1930-1955
when the hotel was
under the ownership
of Mathieu Franchini.

Hotel Continental
Saigon has welcomed
many politicians,
artists, and celebrities
from around the
world. Among them,
it 1s impossible not to
mention the Indian
poet Rabindranath
Tagore - 1913 Nobel
Prize in Literature;
French writer Andre
Malraux; British writer
Graham Greene -
author of the famous
novel “The Quiet
American.” Famous
politicians such as
Jacques Chirac -
former mayor of Paris and later President of
France; Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamed... each has been an honored
guest of the Hotel Continental Saigon.

Over the past 140 years, the architectural
appearance of the Hotel Continental Saigon
has remained intact. The structure and
interior decoration all follow the standards
of a luxury hotel in Paris in the late 19th
century. The Hotel Continental Saigon
continued to gain fame when it appeared in
the main scenes of the movie “Indochina,”
directed by Régis Wargnier and showcased
around the world in 1992.

Khodng san vuon nam & giita khach san, rong téi 600m2. Tai day, cé 3 cay st dugc trong tir nim 1880, dén nay van tuoi tot.

This garden terrace is located right in the heart of the hotel, and is up to 600 m2. Here, there are 3 frangipani trees that were

planted in 1880 and are still vibrant to this day.
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Majeslic Sdi Gon: Khach san 5 sao
dau tién Ao NI VIELti dau i,
quan 1y

Dugc xay dung vao nam 1925, dén nay,
khach san da ton tai ngét 95 nam. Vao thai ky
d4u tién, khach san dudec thiét k& theo phong
cach kién tric Phap, sau dé dudc stia chiia theo
phong cach chau Au thoi Phuc Hung. Noi that
va nhiing chi tiét trang tri bén trong khach
san van con luu giii nhiing nét xa hoa, long lay
ting dudc xem 12 niém kiéu hanh mot thaoi caa
ngudi Sai Gon vé cong trinh kién tric nay.

Toa lac dau dudng Catinat xua, nay la
Déng Khdi véi vi tri tuyét dep nhin ra song Sai
Gon, khach san tiing d6n ti€p nhiéu nhan vat
quan trong nhu c¢6 Téng théng Phap Francois
Mitterrand, Thai ti Nhat Ban Akishino
Fumihito, Thai tit Dan Mach Frederik André
Henrik Christian, Hoang tii Anh Andrew
Albert Christian Edward, Céng chia Thai
Lan Maha Chakri Sring Dhorn, Thu tuéng
Singapore Ly Hién Long, tiéu thuyét gia ngusi
Nhat Ban Kaiko Takeshi...

Majestic Sai Gon ciing 1a khach san 5 sao
diu tién tai TP.HCM do ngudi Viét tu dau tu,
quan ly va diéu hanh. Ngudi chu diu tu dau
tién ctia khach san la mét thuong gia nguci
Viét géc Hoa ndi tiéng gidu c6 bac nhat ving
Sai Gon - Gia Dinh luc bay gic 12 Hui Bon Hoa,
con goi Chu Hoéa. Mot cong trinh bat dong san

khéc cling kha néi tiéng tai Sai Gon, gin lién CAu thang xodn bang g6, cé tu thoi khach san di vao hoat dong,
v6i tén tudi ctia ong mot thoi 1a “nha Cha Hoéa”, t ndm 1925.

nay la Bao tang My thuat TP.HCM.

The wooden spiral staircase, dating from the time the hotel was
first in operation, circa 1925.

Continental Sai Gon va Majestic Sai Gon &
hai trong top 5 khdach san 16u ddi nhét tai
Vit Nam, theo th( ty bao gém: Khach san
Hoa Binh (Ha N&i), Khach san Sofitel Legend
Metropole (Ha N&i), Khach san Sai Gon
- Morin (Hué), Khéch san Continental Sai Cin phong khi xua tiéu thuyét gia nguoi Nhat Kaiko Takeshi timg luu
Gon va Khach san Majestic Sai Gon. (& ba trii. Ta thdy trén chiéc ké nhé cé chiéc dién thoai cd, van duoc khach
khach san phia sau trong top nay déu thudce san Iuu gitt téi ngay nay.

Saigontourist Group.

The room where the Japanese novelist Kaiko Takeshi once stayed. Note
the antique phone on a small desk, still kept by the hotel to this day.

34 SAVOUR VIETNAM



Majestic Saigon: The first 5-star hotel
invesied in and managed by the
vietnamese people

Built in 1925, this 95-year-old hotel was originally
designed in a French architectural style, then
renovated to fit a European Renaissance style. The
interior and decorative elements inside of this hotel
still retain the sumptuous and splendid features
that were once considered the pride of the Saigon
people. Located at the start of what was once Catinat
Street, now Dong Khoi Street, with a scenic location
overlooking the Saigon River, the hotel has hosted
many important personalities such as the French
President Francois Mitterrand; Fumihito, Prince
Akishino, Crown Prince of Japan; Frederik, Crown
Prince of Denmark; Prince Andrew, Duke of York,
Andrew Albert Christian Edward; Thai Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn; Prime Minister of Singapore, Lee
Hsien Loong; Japanese novelist Kaiko Takeshi...

Majestic Saigon is also the first 5-star hotel in Ho
Chi Minh City that is invested in and managed by the
Vietnamese people. The first owner of the hotel, Hui Bon
Hoa, also known as Uncle Hoa was the richest and most
famous Vietnamese business man of Chinese origin at

that time in Saigon - Gia Dinh. Another famous real Phong hop goi nhd téi khong gian mang phong cach chau Au
estate monument in Saigon, associated with his name LB R

was once known as “Uncle Hoa’s Mansion,” which is now The meeting room is reminiscent of a European Renaissance
the Ho Chi Minh City Museum of Fine Arts. space.

Trén tang thuong khach san Majestic Sai Gon cé géc nhin tuyét dep ra séng Sai Gon...

On the rooftop of the Hotel Majestic Saigon are panoramic views of the Saigon River...
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.. va dudng ph6’Sai Gon lung linh trong anh dén khi dém vé.

.. and Saigon streets shimmering in light at night.
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The Hotel Continental Saigon
and Hotel Majestic Saigon
are two of the top 5 oldest
hotels in Vietnam, in order of:
Hoa Binh Hotel (Hanoi), Sofitel
legend Metropole (Hanoi),
Saigon - Morin Hotel (Hue),
Hotel Continental and Hotel
Majestic. €ach of the last three
hotels in this top list belong to
the Saigontourist Group.




Grand saiGon:
X{ing danh “sai Gon L.on”

Dugc khdi cong xay dung vao
nam 1929 va hoan thanh vao nam
1930, khach san Grand Sai Gon
dugc kién tao trén nén mot hoi quan
nho trén duong Catinat xua, nay
14 duong Pong Khdi. Khach san
Grand Sai Gon trd thanh don vi truc
thuéc Téng Céng ty Du lich Sai Gon
(Saigontourist Group) tit nam 1994.

V6i nhiing dudng nét tinh té&,
thanh lich theo phong cach kién tric
Phap, trong nhiing ndm cua thap
nién 1930, Grand Sai Gon tung duge
dé cti 1a mot “lya chon hang nhat”
trong s6 cac khach san tai Sai Gon.
Khach san Grand Sai Gon c¢6 251
phong ngt sang trong véi tAm nhin
toan canh séng Sai Gon va Thanh
pho H6 Chi Minh ti trén cao.

S.-,-s_.

Buu thiép va co’
phiéu ddu tu khach
san Grand Sai Gon

thoi Pong Duong.

Postcards and stock
investment forms
in the Hotel Grand
Saigon during the
Indochina period.

0 Piastres au Porteur

Khéch san hién van con luu git thang may c6 c¢é tir ndm 1930. Vi duoc Idp dét theo nhu cdu tai thoi diém cia nhiing nim thap
nién 1930 nén Iong thang cé kich thude nhé. Thang cé thé tai duge 3 khich khong kém hanh Iy, hodc 2 khach kém hanh Iy (tinh
theo trong lugng cua nguoi chdu A). Thang may duoc bdo tri thuong xuyén va chi danh cho khach ngu tai khu Ancient Wing - khu
c6 ctia khach san.

The hotel still maintains a vintage elevator dating back to the 1930’s. Because it was installed on demand in the 1930s, the cage
1s small in size. The elevator can accommodate 3 guests without luggage, or 2 guests with luggage (calculated by Asian weight).

The elevator is regularly maintained and only for guests staying in the Ancient Wing_the oldest area of the hotel.
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Hotel Grand S&igOIl: worthy of the
name “Grand saigon”

Constructed in 1929 and completed in 1930, the
Hotel Grand Saigon was built on the foundation of
a small assembly hall on what was once Catinat
Street, now Dong Khoi Street. Hotel Grand Saigon
became a unit of the Saigon Tourism Corporation
(Saigontourist Group) in 1994. With its elegant
contours reminiscent of the French colonial style, in
the 1930s, the Hotel Grand Saigon was nominated
as a “first class choice” among hotels in Saigon. The
Hotel Grand Saigon has 251 luxurious bedrooms
with panoramic views of the Saigon River and Ho
Chi Minh City from above.

St dung phong hop nay, khach cé cam giac duoc Piém nhan khéc biét ciia Grand Sai Gon chinh Ia khu Ancient
cham vao nhiing nét tinh té theo phong céch Wing - khu ¢ ciia khéch san - bao gom céc phong tiéu chuén va
Phép c6 kién. phong Suite van giit duge phong cach kién tric cia Phap tir ndm

1930, véi néi that trang tri theo 161 c6 dién va nét thanh lich, sang

When using this meeting room, guests can i o )

get the feeling of being able to “touch” the

sophistication of this archaic French style. The distinguished highlight of the Hotel Grand Saigon is the
Ancient Wing, the oldest area of the hotel it includes standard
rooms and suites that retain the French architectural style of the
1930s, with decorations featuring a fully equipsped classic elegant
luxurious style.

Rooftop Grand Lounge
trén tang 20, noi c6
goéc nhin tuyét dep
xuéng séng Sai Gon va
toan canh thanh phé.

Rooftop Grand Lounge
on the 20th floor will
bring you beautiful
views overlooking the
Saigon River and city.

38 SAVOUR VIETNAM



Khoéng gian xanh trong long khach san Grand Sai Gon.

el 1

Green space in the heart of the Hotel Grand Saigon.

TRAI NGHIEM KHACH SAN €O GIUA LONG THANH PHO

Tan hudng nhng dich vu cao cbp trong 1ong khdch san <8 gida trung tdm thanh phd 1& mét trdi nghiém dac biét. Khach
san Continental Sai Gon hién <& chinh sdch vu dai tdng 1 dém phong cho khach dang luu trd cd mic chi tiéu tai khach
san tu 3 triéu dong trd 1én, dp dung tu nay dén ngay 31/12/2020.

Khach san Majestic Sai Gon dang qidi thiéu gdi dich v Family Weekend Staycation véi gid tron gdi chi tu 3.600.000
dbng/2 khach, bao gdm 1 dém phong Deluxe, diém tdm sdng, buffet nudng hdi san, voucher db ubng, kém uu dai dich
wu &m thuc. Néu chon khach san Grand Sai Gon lam diém dung chan, khach sé cé co hdi tan hudng mét dém trdi nghiém
khach san dang cbp 5 sao véi mic gid uu dai chi 1.690.000 ddng/khdch va cac dich vy cao cdp di kem. Vui Idng xem
théng tin danh ba cla ba khach san ndy tai trang 1928.

— a
ﬁﬁ’m”v&m
—— R T N .4

m_’g_wg Melil

i - h
eXPeRIENCE THE HISTORIC HOTEL IN THE HEART OF THE CITY

€njoying high-class services at the historic hotel located right in the heart of the city is a unique experience. Hotel
Continental Saigon currently has a preferential policy of giving a 1-night room for quests staying at the hotel who
spend 3 million VND or more, applicable from now until December 31, 2020. Hotel Majestic Saigon is promoting a Family
Weekend Staycation service package priced at only 3,600,000 VND/2 guests, induding 1-night in the Deluxe Room,
breakfast, seafood buffet, drink voucher, with prioritizing food service offers. If you choose Hotel Grand Saigon as a
stopover, you will have the opportunity to enjoy a 5-star hotel experience night at a preferential price of only 1,690,000
VND/person and luxury accompanying services. Please see the directory information for these three hotels on page 128.
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@ Savour vietnam: Nhiing btic
anh ngh¢ thudt mot 14c nao

d6 con khé cham dén ngudng
ctia hoi hoa. G do hoi t bita
liéc cua dnh Sdng huy hoang,
tia chdp cta kKhodnh Kndc mot
di Khong trd 1ai va vé dep bat
tuyét ctia canh sac, than thdi
nhan vat. Hau hét cac biic dnh
dugc chon gidi thiéu ¢ day déu
dugc nhiép anh gia pao Tién
pat chup tai nhng diém dén
du lich néi tiéng ctia viet Nam.
pang sau mdi biic inh chiia
dung mot cau chuyén riéng va
... N{Ing gidi thudng danh gid
ma khong phdi nghé s nhiép
dnh nao cing co dugc.

Anh & Loi: DAO TIEN PAT
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~ BInhminh
{rén ho Tuyén Lam

Nhiéu nam d& troi qua, toi van nhé mai mot
chuyén tinh dep trén ho Tuyén LAm ¢ ving
ngoai thanh Thanh ph6 Da Lat. Chang trai
NVP hanh nghé danh bat ca trén hé Tuyén
Lam gan 18 nam. Mt lan dén Phan Rang,

chang gap ¢6 HTT nhé hon chang 6 tudi.
Nhu duyén troi dinh, hai ngudi phai long
nhau. Tinh yéu d3 mang ngudi con gai theo
chang vé song chung trén ho Tuyén Lam,
cung dét nén cdu chuyén tinh lang man.
Trong anh, NVP va HTT danh bt ca trén
hé Tuyén Lam trong ning mai.

Biic anh da dat Huy chudng vang PSA
(Cong hoa Czech), Huy chuong vang SALON
(Montenegro) va nhiéu giai thudng quéc té khac
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GUOng mat quan 1ai s0 2

M&di 14n dén véi nghé thuat tudng, téi nhu
duge ddm minh trong nhiing cung bac cam
xtc hi, nd, ai, 6... v6i bao “tdn tro doi”. Cam
dn cac “nghé si hat tuéng chan d4t” Binh
Dinh da cho t6i cAm hiing sang tao “Guong
mat quan lai s§ 2”.

Biic anh dat Huy chuong vang PSA (Singapore)
va nhiéu giai thudng quéc té khac

1 khac biét ti phong tuc, tap quan dén y

, nguoi Tay Bic nhu hoa vao khéng gian
thu gitta nui non trung diép hung vi, nén
. Du @én Tay Bic nhiéu 1an nhung t6i van
mai d&dm dubi con ngudi va phong canh noi
Anh chup tai ban Sang Nhi, xa Mo
o C én Bai.

uong
vard (Singapore)

b0i song nudc so 2

T6i chép 14y khoanh khic nay trong mot
1an dé&n thanh phé Hung Yén, lic ding
gitia cAu Yén Lénh dai 2.230m béc qua
Song Hong néi gitia hai tinh Hung Yén
va Ha Nam. Dong séng khong nhiing la
y&u t6 quan trong ctia nén vin héa lia
nude Viét Nam, nudi dudng con ngudi
ma con 12 ngudn cam xtc vo tan ddi véi
cac nghé si sang tac.

Biic anh dat Huy chuong vang PSA (Croatia),
Huy chuong vang Serbia
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Tiéng vong ngudn coi

Céng chiéng Tay Nguyén da dugc
UNESCO coéng nhan 1a Kiét tac Di
san phi vat thé cia nhan loai. That
khé hinh dung cudc séng nguoi Tay
Nguyén sé ra sao néu nhiing toc
ngudi Ba Na, E Dé, Jarai.. tai cac
ban lang khong con hoa diéu cung
tiéng cong, tiéng chiéng. Anh chup
tai ngoai 6 TP. Buén Ma Thuét, tinh
Dik Lik.

Biic anh dat 2 Huy chuong vang PSA
(Romania & India), Huy chuong vang
CAS (India), Huy chuong vang APU
(Singapore).

P . N o N I
chudn b1 mua bien mao1
Anh chup tai thanh phd Bac Liéu, tinh
Bac Liéu thudéc mién Tay Nam Bo.

B nh dat Huy chuong vang SALON
(Serbia)

nhat cudc thi dnh nghé thuat quée
t¢€ tai Phan Lan (2009), Serbia
(2012), Cong hoa Cyprus (2016),
Bosnia Circuit 2018 (POPOVI

NHIEP ANH GIA
DAO TIEN DAT

Tuoc hieu ESVAPA, EVAPA clia Hoi
Nghé sinhi¢p &nh Viet Nam, Master
of PSA (MPSA) cia Hoi Nhi€p anh
Hoa Ky, Master Exhibitor of APU/
Bronze (MEAPU/b) cua Higp hoi
Nhi€p &nh gia Chau A, EFIAP/d2...

Bat dau dén vaéi nhiép dénh
nam 1998, dén nay, Pao Tign Pat
da nhan duoc hon 1.800 gidi
thudng trong nudc va qubc té
tai 66 qudc gia va vong lanh
thd. Trong do, dang chd v nhat |

cac Qidi thudng: Cup vang Nha
nhi€p anh cla nam 2005 (ltaly);
Huy chuong vang xuét sdc nhat
Chau A nam 2006 (taly); 281
Huy chuong Vang; 3 Cup xu@t sdc
tai Hong Kéng (2006, 2013), Thuy
bién (2009); Tac gid xudt sdc

Salon - Bosnia & Herzegovina).

Pao Tieén Dbat vinh dy duoc moi
vao ghé¢ Ban gidm khd&o nhi¢u
cudc thi dnh trong nudc va 28
cudéc thi anh nghé thuat quéc
t¢. Ong la Chud tich Hoi déng
giam khd&o cudc thi Summer, Seaq,
Sun 2018 (Croatia), Chd tich Hoi
déng giam khdo thé loai d&nh
mau (Color section) Cudc thi dnh
nghe thuat qudc t€ VN 19 ndm
2019 tai Viet Nam.
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Text & Photos: DAO TIEN DAT
savour vietnam: Artistic pnotographs sometimes lightly touch the threshold of a painting The
convergence of glorious light, the flashes of fleeting moments that will never return and the breathtaking
beauty of sceneries, characters and charisma. The photos selected here were taken by photographer

Dao Tien Dat at famous tourist destinations in vietnam. Behind each picture is a unique story and the
prestigious awards that no other photographer has achieved.
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Rain No. 1

Although I have been to Hoi An many times, every time I visit, the old town stirs up feelings about the land
and the people here, as though it was my first time. On a trip to Hoi An, a sudden rain came, looking like a silk
bow from heaven, fluttering to the melancholic rhythm of sunset in this ancient town.

This photo has won the ICPE & APAS Gold Medal (Singapore), Gold Medal PSA (Ireland)
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MILLING RICE ON HIGHLAND

Taken in the mountainous district of Ba To, Quang Ngai
province, Central Vietnam.

This photo won a FIAP Gold Medal (Portugal), DPA Gold Medal
(Montenegro), APU Gold Medal (Singapore) and several other awards.

Tay Bac smile No.2

H’Mong grandmother and grandchildren in
Hoang Ho village, Phang Xo Lin commune,
Sin Ho district (Lai Chau province) in late
winter 2009.

This photo has won 2 PSA Gold Medals - Best of
Show in the USA and many other international
awards.
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Harvesting salt No. 1

When it comes to Ninh Hoa,
Khanh Hoa province, everyone
immediately thinks of the Hon
Khoi salt fields, a unique photo
hunting destination for domestic
and international photographers.
After many unsuccessful attempts,
in August 2012, I once woke up at
3 am to go to Hon Khoi, where I
managed to hunt for this photo.

This photo has won the PSA Gold
Medal (Bosnia & Herzegovina).

The SilkS
of candy

Located in the South-Central Coast
region, Quang Ngai is famous for its
many scenic locations and unique
craft villages. When I went to visit
and hunt for photos at a rock sugar
factory in Dien Chanh village,
Nghia Dien commune, Tu Nghia
district, early morning sunlight
slanted across the roof, through the
basket threads, climbing up to the
pan (used to crystallize the rock
sugar), forming a shimmering line
like a silk bow.

This photo won the PSA Gold Medal
(Ireland), the UPI Gold Medal (France),
the DPA Gold Medal (Montenegro), the
FIAP Gold Medal (Turkey) and many
other international awards.

The Fairytale Domain
NO. 1

It is difficult to describe the emotions
evoked when admiring the dreamy
ancient temple on Tambledan Lake
in Bali, Indonesia for the first time.
On a late afternoon, when the air
began to cool, gentle clouds swam
through the backdrop of the sky.

It was hard to resist this magical
space; I continuously took pictures
as I was afraid that it would all sink
into the night!

This photo has won 2 PhotoVivo Gold
Medals (Singapore)
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LOoOK at like or himself

On the journey with a photographer in Ha Giang, wandering through each village to hunt for beautiful pictures

during the rainy season, we arrived at Lung Cang, Phong Quang commune, Vi Xuyen district, when us brothers

stumbled upon a more-than-60-year-old man in a stilt house. The background of the house and the character of the

person brought me countless indescribable emotions. During the shoot, I didn’t know for sure whether this character
was looking into the far-off land, wondering about his fate, or whether I was wondering about my own life.

This photo has won a Bronze Medal (Serbia) and an honor award (Ireland).

PHOTOGRAPHER
DAO TIEN DAT

Holds the titles of ESVAPA, EVAPA
of the Vietnam Association of
Photographic  Artists, Master
of PSA (MPSA) of the American
Association ~ of  Photography,
Master Exhibitor of APU / Bronze
(MEAPU/b) of the Association of
Asian Photographers, EFIAP/d2...

Beginning as a photographer in
1998, until now, Dao Tien Dat has
received more than 1,800 domestic
and international awards in 66
countries and territories. Of which,
the most notable prizes have been:
Golden Cup of Photographer of the
Year 2005 (Italy); 2006 Best Gold
Medal in Asia (ltaly); 281 Gold

Medal; 3 Cups of Excellence in
Hong Kong (2006, 2013), Sweden
(2009); Best Author of International
Photo Art Contest in Finland
(2009), Serbia (2012), Republic
of Cyprus (2016), Bosnia Circuit
2018 (POPOVI Salon - Bosnia &
Herzegovina).

Dao Tien Dat was honored to be
invited to the jury seat of many
domestic photo competitions and 28
international art competitions. He was
the Chairman of the Jury of the Summer,
Seq, Sun 2018 Contest (Croatia), and
the Chairman of the Color section
of the VN 19 International Art Photo
Contest 2019 in Vietnam.
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@ viét Nam, (hoi iét mua
dong Khong qua lanh nhung
chdc chdn Khodnh khac
£ia0 miia sé khién chiing ta
mau doi hon va thém nhiing
mon Au thém nong, nong
hdi. savour viét Nam S6 dua
ban «dao choi”, Kham pha
ba huong vi Au trong nhing
~ ngay ré lanh.

<

Bai: BAO KHUYEN |
Anh: Khach san cung cip
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kiéu phap

Nb6i vé cAc mén an mua déng, moi tin do
&m thuc déu khéng quén nhéc t6i mén bo tri
danh rit phd bién & Phap va ¢ nhiéu nuée
chau Au khac. Nhiing moén #n sinh nhiét nhu
thit bo sé cung cap nhiéu ning lugng cho cac
thuc khach trong mua déng lanh.

Bi quyét quan trong nhat dé tao nén
moén Steak Tartare 1a thit bo phai that tuoi
vi thuc chat, day 12 mén bod séng dude thai
nhé. Cac ddu bép thudng st dung phi 1& bo
dé ché& bién, k&t hop véi hanh tay, hat tiéu,
nudc cot chanh, sot Worcestershire va dic
biét 12 khong thé thidu tring ga séng. Dé
moén An trd nén quyén rii, mot sd dau bép
con thém vao ngo tdy, mot chut persil hoéc
ngd ri va s6t Tabasco. Chéc chén ban sé bi
Steak Tartare chinh phuc bdi su khéo 1éo va
ti mé4n ctia dau bép khi chuén bi mén in.

D& mon bo git dude 6 ngot, dam bao
dude vi tuoi ngon ma van giit dude d6 dinh
dudng, dau bép cling rat ky ludng trong
khau bao quan thit bo va so ché nguyén
liéu. Thit b phai dugc thai nhé ding thé,
vita 4n, duge khii tai qua véi chanh, dau
oliu, rugu cognac hodc whisky. Mén an lac
nay khong chi dam da, pha chit béo cua
long dd tring ga ma con cb chiit nong caa
rugu tao cam giac 4m ap ngay dau ludi.

DAu bé&p Tiéu Hitu Hanh tit nha hang
Hoang Sa, nha hang chuyén mén Au, ciing
c6 mot goi ¥ khi thudng thiic mén Steak
Tartare, 14 nén &n kém v6i banh mi, salad
d4u gidm va dung quén thudng thic véi
vang d6. Bdi mén bo tai kiéu Phap sé tao
cam giac manh cho nhiing vi khach muén
chinh phuc cai rét ddu déng va chic chin
moén #n sé& tré nén hoan hao khi ban nham
nhi vé6i chit rugu thom néng.

NhOng moén
an sinh nhiet
nhu thit bo
s¢ cung cép/’ |
nhi¢u nang
luong cho cac
thyc khach
tfrong mua N
déng lanh.
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Feliuccine Thessaloniki
Tinh hoa am thyc Y

Nhéc dén 4m thuc chau Au khong thé
khong nhéc dén tinh hoa 4m thuc Y, nhung
da nh4c dén 4m thuc Y chung ta lai khong
thé bd qua su da dang cia pasta. Mén mi
ngon lanh duge st dung phé bién khong chi
trén nudc Y ma con & nhiu noi trén thé
gi6i. D8 cho ra d6i duge mén pasta hoan
hao, cac dau bé&p thudng tu tay lam ra ting
loai mi ¢6 d6 dai rong va hinh dang khac
nhau thay vi mua sin tai cac ctia hang. Quy
trinh 1am ra mi Y sé trai qua cac cong doan
nhu so ché cac loai bot, nhao bdt véi nudc,
r6i thém vao cac huong vi nham tao ra mot
mon an riéng biét, doc dao.

Tuy nhién, su don gian chinh la nét dic
trung trong nghé thuat ché& bién cdc mén &n
ctia “dat nuéc hinh chiéc ing”. M6t mén &n
Y thudng st dung khong qua 10 loai nguyén
liéu va dau bép chu yéu dua vao chat lugng
thanh phan hon 1a tap trung vao céng doan
ché& bién va gia vi. Véi mén Fettuccine
Thessaloniki, mot mén Y da duge ngudi Hy
Lap tiép nhan va bién tadu, ddu bép nha
hang Hoang Sa da khéo léo khi st dung loai
mi soi dai, ban dep néi tiéng kiu Y két hgp
cuing véi thit cltu day dinh dudng, s6t gravy
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b néng, ndm, mot vai lat t6i dé tang mui
vi cho mén an. Cudi cung 1 thém vao mot
chit rau thom Herb - mét loai gia vi chau
Au gdém bén loai mui Tay, hing Tay, ¢ xa
huong va huong thao nhim kich thich vi
giac.

Théng thudng, thoi gian dé thuc hién
moén mi Fettuccine Thessaloniki chi mat
tAm 25 phut, béi véi ngudi Y, tinh tuy cta
mén &n nidm & tinh cAm ngudi thuc hién
hon 1a sy cau ky
trong khau ché&
bién. B6i thé ma
db an Y 14y long
duge hau hét nhiing
ngudi yéu 4m thuc
trén khip thé
gi6i. Ngoai ra, dé
moén mi Fettuccine
Thessaloniki dugc
tron ven, thuc
khach c6 thé an
kém vG61 ph6 mai
va banh mi nuéng.
Néu chon thudng
thiic mén mi nay
vao mua déng, dung
quén thém mot ly
vang d6 4m ap, ban
s& cam thdy tran
diy nang lugng.



Tuyét hdo banh filo
cudn than heo

Moén banh filo cudén thin heo duge ngusi
Hy Lap bién t&u tit &m thuc Phap, véi
thanh phan chinh 14 thit heo va 16p banh
filo gion tan.

Néu nhu phén thit dudc tdm udp gia vi
dem nuéng khoang 70%, sau dé méi dem
cuodn véi 16p banh filo bén ngoai va tiép tuc
nuéng thém 15% thi 16p banh filo lai duge
chuén bi cong phu hon hin. Filo 1 loai bot
khong men, dudc tron véi nude, dau &n va
mot it gidm tring. Trong tiéng Hy Lap,
“Filo” c6 nghia 1a “l4”. Pdng nhu tén goi,
16p banh Filo ¢6 hinh dang ctia tiing chiéc 14
mong, duge xép chéng 1én nhau tao thanh
16p v banh ngan 16p, khi nuéng sé trd nén
gion tan trong miéng.

Lép vé banh tudng chiing rat don gian
nhung thuc chat lai v6 cing cau ky va t6n
nhiéu thdi gian chuén bi. Phan bot s& duge
can lién tuc, déu tay cho dén khi 16p bot dai
va min rbi méi x&p dan xen v6i nhau bing
d4u oliu hoic 16p bo tan chay. Khi nuéng
1én, 16p banh vira thom, vita gion, vira luu
giii dude dd béo buii ctia bo. Diéu khién mén
filo cudén thin heo tré nén khac biét chinh 1a
su két hop doc ddo ctia phan nhan dam da,
noéng héi cing véi vo banh gion rum.

Tai nha hang Hoang Sa thudc
khach san Rex Sai Gon, dau bép
Tieu Hou Hanh voi hon 20 ndm kinh
nghigm da tao nén moén banh filo
cudn than heo vé6 cung quyén rd
khi k€t hop vai s&t tao thom long,
ngot ngdo va vaéi rau cl tuoi
ngon. Pia chi nha hang Hoang Sa:
146 Pasteur, Quan |, TPHCM (bén
canh nha hang Cung Dinh, cing
thuéc khach san Rex Sai Gon).
Website: www.rexhotelsaigon.com.

Moén banh filo cudn thin heo khéong chi
dugce ua chudng tai Phap ma con trd thanh
moén &n duge yéu thich tai nhiéu noi trén
thé& giéi vao mua doéng. Va néu da chon loai
banh nay cho biia t6i mua déng, ding quén
thém mot ly vang tring néng nan. Mot biia
an dung diéu kiu Phap sé khéng thé thidu
ly mét vang thugng hang trong mét khong
gian sang trong va 4m cing.
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UISINE

weslert
pishes

Invietnam, the winter weather
IS0t too harsh, but surety as
the seasons turn, we become
hungry quickly and begin

1o crave more hot, flavorful
European dishes. savour
vietnam will take you on a
culinary tour featuring three
fasty European dishes perfect
for cold days.

Text: BAO KHUYEN
Photos: Provided by hotel



sleak Tartare
Renowned raw
French beet

When talking about winter dishes, every
culinary devotee can’t forget to mention the
famous beef dish that is popular throughout
France and many other European countries.
Dishes that produce heat in the body like
beef provide diners with a great deal of
energy during a cold winter.

The secret to making great steak
tartare is making sure the beef is fresh
because in fact, this is a dish made from
raw minced beef. Chefs often use beef
tenderloin, combining it with onions,
pepper, lemon juice, Worcestershire sauce
and especially raw eggs. To make the dish
more attractive, some chefs will also add a
little bit of parsley or cilantro, and Tabasco
sauce. Steak tartare will surely impress
through the chef’s ingenuity and precision
during the preparation of this dish.

In order to retain the sweetness and
freshness of the beef while maintaining
its nutritional value, chefs are also very
careful in the way they handle the beef and
process the ingredients. The beef must be
minced correctly according to the grain and
enough so that it can be easily eaten and
must be lightly deodorized with lemon, olive
oil, cognac or whiskey. Now, not only is this
dish rich from the mixture of egg yolks, but
also from the robust flavor of wine, bringing
a warm feeling at the tip of the tongue.

Chef Tieu Huu Hanh at Hoang Sa,
a restaurant specializing in European
cuisine, suggests enjoying steak tartare
with bread, a vinaigrette salad and,
especially, a glass of fine red wine. As this
French-style raw minced beef dish will
create strong feelings for any guest seeking
to conquer the chilliness of winter, surely
it is perfectly complemented by little sips
from a glass of fragrant wine.
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Fettuccine
Thessaloniki
The essence of
Italian cuisine

On the subject of European cuisine,
it is impossible not to mention this
quintessential Italian pasta and all its
varieties. Savory pasta dishes are widely
known not only in Italy but all over the
world. In order to create the perfect pasta
dish, chefs often personally make each
type of pasta in different lengths and
shapes instead of purchasing premade
pasta from the store. Creating pasta from
scratch requires several stages that include
processing the flour, kneading the dough,
and adding flavors to create unique and
distinctive dishes.

Simplicity is a culinary characteristic
of the “boot-shaped country.” An Italian
dish usually does not use more than 10
ingredients, with chefs typically relying
on the quality of their ingredients rather
than focusing on the process or seasoning.
With fettuccine Thessaloniki, a Greek take
on an Italian classic, the chef at Hoang Sa
restaurant skillfully prepares a famous
Italian-style long, flat pasta and combines
it with nutritious lamb, hot beef gravy,
mushrooms, and a few slices of garlic to
enhance the flavor of the dish. Finally, the
chef adds a mixture of four herbs, including
parsley, basil, thyme and rosemary to
enhance the flavor.

Usually, it only takes about 25 minutes
to make fettuccine Thessaloniki, because
to Italians, the essence of the dish lies in
the sentiment of the chef rather than the
sophistication of the process. That is why
Ttalian food has won the hearts of culinary
lovers around the world. It should also
be noted that, to best enjoy fettuccine
Thessaloniki, guests can pair it with cheese
and toast. If you choose to experience this
pasta dish during the winter, do not forget
to add a glass of warm red wine to feel fully
energized.
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EXcellent pork loin
In a filo pastry

This dish, also known as a pork loin
roll, is inspired by France with the main
ingredients of pork and crispy filo.

When the seasoned meat is grilled
about 70%, it is rolled with the outside
layer of the filo and then is further baked
15% more. Preparing filo dough requires
an elaborate process. Filo is an unleavened
dough that contains water, cooking oil and a
little white vinegar. In Greek, “filo” means
“leaf.” As the name suggests, each piece of
filo dough is shaped like a thin leaf then
piled one after another to form a crust of a
thousand layers, which will create a crispy
pasty that melts in the mouth.

Though the crust appears to be quite
simple, it is in fact extremely sophisticated
and takes a large amount of time to
prepare. The dough must be continuously
rolled evenly so that each layer is taut
and smooth, then brushed with a layer of
olive oil or melted butter. When baked, the
layered pastry is both fragrant and crispy,
capturing the rich taste of butter. What
makes pork loin baked in a filo pastry so

special is the unique combination of the
warm, rich pork filling and the crispy
crunch of the filo pastry.

Pork loin stuffed in a filo pastry is not
only appreciated in France, but has also
become a favorite winter dish in many
parts of the world. And if you've chosen this
dish for a winter dinner, don’t forget to add
a passionate glass of white wine. A true
French meal would not be complete without
a glass of premium wine in a luxurious and
cozy space.

At Hoang Sa restaurant, belonging
to the Rex Saigon Hotel, chef
Tieu Huu Hanh, with over 20
years of experience, has created
an irresistible pork loin baked
in a filo pastry with a sweet,

aromatic apple sauce and fresh
vegetables. Hoang Sa is located
at: 146 Pasteur street, District |,
HCMC (next to the Cung Dinh
restaurant, also belonging to the
Rex Hotel Saigon).

Website: www.rexhotelsaigon.com
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‘/ ~ PaLatdep tron bon miia, nhung c6 16 (Iep nnatla mua (Iong ‘Thuong K60 aai til cudi hdng 10
dén tan thdng 1 nam sau, khi suong mi gidng khdp nii doi, xen 1n nhing con mua rao bt

chot, gieo vao long 1 kndch nniing dn tigng kho phai. pudi day 1a nhing rai nghiém thi vi

R, = il Khong me 1o qua khi dén voi manh pho ngan hoa vao dip nay prog




M ctia hoa van n trén dudng qué huong

Da Lat 1a thanh ph6 ngan hoa, va hoa tuci bén mua luén
khoe sic. Véi mua dong Da Lat, nhiéu ngusi cho ring hoa da
quy 12 loai hoa dep nhat, du ching 13 mot loai hoa dai, chdng
dugc ai bén ai chiam, va chi biing 1én nét rang rd cia minh g
trong khoang ba tudn sau d6. Lam sao long khong xao xuyén
khi diing trudc khong gian bang bac cudi thang 10 trén mot
cung duong ndo d6 & viing dat cao nguyén nay. Trai thi xanh,
dat cling xanh, xanh mot mau ctia cé cay. Va hoa da quy, véi
sic vang riéng biét, mang théng diép ctaa trai tim ndi véi dat
troi. Piéu duy nhét nén lam lac nay 1a ban chi cAn chuén bi
cho minh nhiing bo d6 sic sd nhat, ci ing nguol ban tAm dau
¥ hop, lang thang rong rudi sudt ng & nao, ban cling sé
thu vé& cho minh nhiin ong thé nao “chat” hon.
G a d  stic song manh liét hoang
*IJ khiét, 1ang man. Tuy c6
uan dén truyén thuyét
11y, hoa mimosa dén Da Lat
'da da bam tru noi cao
ng la lic nhung canh hoa
nd, 1am sang biling 1én vé rang ngdi moi noi
1 ngdo1,v nhiing chum ho 0 nho xinh xinh.
7, hoa mimosa | hém cho mot mua

~ung voi da
_ #9uy, hoa mimosa
t6 thdm them
cho mét mua 7z
déng édm ap b
: B cua thanh phdé
ngdn hoa.
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MU c0 tuyét

Khi déng vé trén cao nguyén Lang Biang
ciing 14 mua cta nhiing ddi ¢ dai mau héng
mon mdn stic séng sau nhitng thang ngay
duge tusi dAm nude mua. Chi cAn sau mét
dém dong, lugng suong 16n cung nhiét do
giam sé bién ca do6i cd trd thanh nhiing canh
dbng tuyét c6 mau héng nhat dep nhu trong
truyén c6 tich. Cé vao cudi miia mua la ban
lai bét gip nhiing d8i cé hdng ngut ngan,
trai dai trén nhiing ngon d6i Da Lat. Nhiing
d6i cé hdong dong loat 4nh mau ruc rd, phu
mot mau héng lang man lén khung canh
nui ring noi day. Néu mua mua két thic
sém, mua c6 hong sé bit ddu tit thang 11,
nhung néu mua dit mudn, du khach cé thé
phai cho dén tan thang 12.

Mua cé hong thuong khéng dai, nhung
chéc chén &4 lam thda long mong dgi cta
nhiing 1t khach dén ti phuong xa. Pa ting
6 thdi gian, ¢d héng dudge té chiic thanh 18
hoi @& ton vinh vé dep cta loai ¢b dai ciing
nhu sy vu dai ctia thién nhién d6i véi qué
huong mién d4t lanh. Théi gian ngdm co
hong dep nhét vao tAm 5 gid sang, lic binh
minh méi rang. P& khong bé 16 nhiing gi

LTS
Moi ngudi dudng nhu xich Iai géan
nhau hon khi cong nhau thuéng
thic cai aGm ép, vi cay ndéng,

huong ngot lim ma c&c mén an
mang lai gita mét mua déng gia
lanh cda ba Lat.
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khéc tuyét voi d6, ban nén di chuyén téi
khu vuc d6i c¢6 hong ti t61 hom trude, cung
nhau quiy quan bén bép ltta hong thudng
thiic BBQ, ngu lai trong nhiing chiéc 1éu va
tai ngtt &m ap. Va réi dé md mit don binh
minh véi xung quanh minh toan 1 cé tuyét,
mot trai nghiém sé khong bao gid nhat phai.




chinh phuc nui cao
va may ho 1ong gio

Lang Biang 12 dinh nii cao nhat Da Lat,
nhung @& chinh phuc dinh cao nhét 2.167m
thi khéng phai ai cling thuc hién duge. Nam
trong khu vuc vuon quéc gia Bidoup rong
16n, hé dong thuc vat 6 day vo cung phong
phd, véi nhiing chd chim nhiéu mau sic,
nhiing tan riung nguyén sinh, cing nhing
cdy phong ¢6 thu.

Ngém ring 14 phong chuyén mau,
thay 14 cting 14 mot trong nhiing kham pha
khong thé bé qua khi dén Pa Lat mua lap
doéng. Mét trong nhiing noi ngim 14 phong
dep nhat 1a hé Tuyén Lam. H6 Tuyén Lam
v6i1 dién tich méat nuée 1én t61 340ha cuing hé
sinh thai phong phd, dang 12 mot diém dén
d4y stc hit cho du khach téi Pa Lat. Hay
tudng tuong, gitia long ho Tuyén Lam may
nudc bao la xanh ngét, chi véi chiéc thuyén
nho nhé rong rudi trén méat hd, ban sé dude
d&m minh trong khong gian tuyét dep ctia
thién nhién ky tha Da lat.

Con néu ban muén san may, d6i Thién
Phuc Dtc 1a dia diém sin may ly tudng.
Ngudi ta cho ring, c6 mot Pa Lat duge thu
nhod trong tAm mét, néu ban diing nhin ti
d6i Thién Phic Dtc. T day phéng tAm méit
ra xa, ban c6 thé thay duge dinh Lang Biang
noi tiéng. Thoi diém thich hgp dé san may 1a
lic binh minh va hoang hén, va két qua ban
thu vé 1a cAm giac dugc chiém ngudng lan
mAy md nhan anh hoa v6i 1an suong mong
ciing von nhau 6m 14y ngon ddi tich yén.

Nhiing mon ngon dan da
o1(fa 10ng pho lanh

Véi mua dong Pa Lat, nhiing mén an
noéng héi ludn 14 lua chon hang dau. 0
thanh phd cao nguyén nay, ban c¢6 thé tim
thay nhiéu mén ngon ma gia ca hop 1y va
dudc nhiéu ngudi truyén tai nhau. D6 1a
mén banh canh Xuan An, mén mi Quang
6 Nha Chung, mén bun bo Hué ¢ 4p Anh
Sang, mén mién Nga 6 Nam Ky Khdi Nghia,
va di nhién 14 nhiing mén chay 6 nha hang
Hoa Sen § Phan Dinh Phung.

Nhung thi vi hon ca 1a di 4n khuya, khi
cang vé dém, troi cang lanh. Pho nii Da Lat
¢6 chg Am Phti bén canh khu Hoa Binh, ban
dl cac mén an khuya. Hay ban c6 thé dimng
chan ghé vao mot quan céc nao d6, ngdi xudng
bén canh ngudi yéu thuong, tay cAm ly sita
dau nanh néng héi thom ling, dém déng Pa
Lat s& khong thé nao tuyét voi hon thé.

No6i dén 4m thuc Pa Lat, ngudi ta sé
nghi dén ngay mot thién dudng 4m thuc
duong phdé mang tén sip méng cua, banh

Ngudi ta cho
rang, c6 moét Da
Lat dugc thu nhd
trong t&m mat,
néu ban dung
nhin tU déi Thién
Phuc buc. Ket
qud ban thu ve
& cdm gidec duoc
chiegm ngudng lan
may md nhan énh
hoa voi lan suong
mdng cung von
nhau 6m |dy ngon
daéi tich yen.

trang nuéng, hay BBQ. Nhiing mén &n chu
luc nay gitp xua tan di cai lanh ctia mua
dong, mot nét Am thuc dic trung khong
phai viing mién nao & Viét Nam ciing c6.
Ban c6 thé bit gip dau d6 khi lang thang
4 cac khu phé trung tAm nhiing gdnh hang
rong sup cua nghi ngut khoéi, hay nhiing géc
phd thom phiic mui hanh phi ctia nhiing c6
ban banh trang nuéng, bép nuéng. Hay dau
d6 nhiing 4m thanh nao nhiét dugdc phat ra
ti nhiing hang quan BBQ xién nuéng. Moi
ngudi dudng nhu xich lai gdn nhau hon khi
cung nhau thudng thtc cai &m ap, vi cay
néng, huong ngot lim ma cac mén &n mang
lai gitia mot mua doéng gia lanh ctia Da Lat.
Nhiéu ngudi cho ring, phia sau mét Da
Lat thién dudng tinh yéu, mot Pa Lat tinh
t suong gidng phu 161 khi gi6 Dong vé lai
12 mot DPa Lat binh di, véi nhiing diéu gian
don ma vo6 cing &m ap. Va khi tiéng chudng
Noel tit néc gido dudng ciia Nha tho Con Ga
vang lén, b4ao hiéu mot mua Giang Sinh ntia
dang vé, cling 14 Iic nhiing budc chan cua
nhiing lit khach dudng xa tim vé. (&J
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Dalatis beautiful throughout each of the four seasons, but perhaps itis the most rémarkable L
during the winter, which usually lasts from late october to January the following year. winter is -
the time when fog spreads over the mountains and hills, when sudden Showers appear, SOwing > ?-

unforgettable impressions into the hearts of travelers. Below are the can’l-miss experiences for

anyone visiting the city of flowers during winter.






RAVEL TIPS

season of Snow grass

When winter comes to the Lang Biang
Plateau, so does the season of pink wild
snow grass. The hills are full of vitality
after days of rain. After a winter night,

a large amount of mist and a drop in the
temperature will turn the whole hill into
a beautiful pale pink, just like something
out of a fairy tale. At the end of the rainy
season, you will find thousands of rosy
fields of grass stretching over the hills

of Dalat. Hills of snow grass shimmer in
various hues, covering the mountainous
landscape in romantic shades of pink. If
the rainy season ends early, the snow grass
season will begin in November, but if the
rain finishes late, you may have to wait
until December.

Usually, snow grass season does
not last for very long, but certainly long
enough to satisfy the expectations of any
faraway traveler. There was a time when

The Sedson Wnen ﬂowers Along with snow grass season was held as a festival

Mexican

SHH bloom along me roaa sunflowers, to honor the beauty of these wild grasses

; hel as well as nature’s preference for this cold
mimosas heip land. The most picturesque time view snow

Dalat is the city of flowers, and to embellish . 45 ioht at d T
rightly so as flowers bloom durin i grass 1s aroun am, right at dawn. 10
gLy g a warm winfer not miss those wonderful moments, you
each of the four seasons. During in the city of should head toward the pink grassy hills
winter in Dalat, many people believe flowers. p g y

the night before and gather together by the
fire to enjoy BBQ, sleeping in warm tents
and sleeping bags. The next morning, you
can open your eyes to welcome the dawn
surrounded by snow grass--an experience
that will never fade.

that Mexican sunflowers are the most
beautiful flowers, even though they are
wild and not taken care of by someone,
they radiantly bloom for weeks. How
can we not be touched when standing in
front of this immense space at the end
of October on a certain street in this
highland? The blue sky, green earth
and trees, and Mexican sunflowers,
with their distinctive yellow color,
connect the message of the heart to

the earth and sky. The only thing to do
now is prepare the most colorful outfit
with a like-minded friend and wander
around Dalat all day long. Either way,
you will collect an amazing catalog of
photos.

If the Mexican sunflower represents
wild vitality, the mimosa is the
messenger of purity and romance.
Though it originates from distant
Australia and is related to the legend of
a loyal love story, mimosa flowers first
arrived in Dalat with many surprises,
gradually becoming attached to this
remote plateau. When winter comes,
the mimosas bloom, lending radiance to
every corner and on the hillsides with

small, attractive bunches of flowers. If you stand on the hill, it is said that you can spot a miniature
Along with Mexican sunflowers, Dalat, resulting in feelings of admiration as you gaze upon
mimosas help to embellish a warm plump clouds levitating in the thin mist as they embrace the
winter in the city of flowers. tranquil hill.
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conquer high mountains
and windswept lakes

Lang Biang is the highest mountain
in Dalat, but not everyone is capable of
conquering the 2,167 m peak. Located in
the vast Bidoup National Park, the flora
and fauna here are extremely rich, with
colorful birds, primeval forest canopies, and
ancient maple trees.

Contemplating the maple forest as the
leaves turn is one of the discoveries that
cannot be ignored when visiting Dalat in
winter. One of the most splendid places to
experience the turning of the maple leaves
is Tuyen Lam Lake. Tuyen Lam Lake, with
its rich ecosystems and a water surface
area of 340 ha, is an attractive destination
for Dalat visitors. Imagine, Tuyen Lam with
its immense sky-blue water as a small boat
glides across the lake while you immerse
yourself in the stunning nature of Dalat.

If you want to hunt for clouds, Thien
Phuc Duc hill is the ideal place. If you stand
on the hill, it is said that you can spot a
miniature Dalat. From here, you can see the
famous Lang Biang Peak. The best times
to hunt for clouds are at dawn and dusk,
resulting in feelings of admiration as you
gaze upon plump clouds levitating in the
thin mist as they embrace the tranquil hill.
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Everyone seems

to come together
when enjoying the

warm, pungent

flavors and sweet

scents of these
dishes in the

middle of a cold

vy,

Dalat winter.

popular delicacies in the heart
of the cold city

Winter in Dalat means that hot dishes
are always your first choice. In this
highland city, you can find many delicious
dishes at reasonable prices that are known
by word of mouth. These dishes include
Xuan An rice noodle soup, Quang style
noodles at Nha Chung, Bun Bo Hue in
Anh Sang hamlet, Nga style rice noodle
soup in Nam Ky Khoi Nghia, and of course,
vegetarian dishes at Hoa Sen restaurant on
Phan Dinh Phung Street.

But the more interesting experience
is going out to eat late at night as the
temperature drops. Dalat Mountain Street
features Am Phu Market right next to the
Hoa Binh area, selling all kinds of late-night
delicacies. Or you can stop by a certain tiny
shop on the sidewalk, sit down next to your
loved one, while holding a glass of fragrant
hot soy milk in hand, to fully experience the
wonder of a winter night in Dalat.

Speaking of Dalat cuisine, people
tend to immediately think of street food
specialties such as asparagus crab soup,
grilled rice crackers, or BBQ. These
prominent dishes help to dispel the frigid
bite of winter and are a typical culinary
feature that can’t be found in any other
region of Vietnam. While wandering the
central streets, you can find stalls of smoky
crab soup, or street corners fragrant with
the scent of fried onions from the grilled
rice crackers or grilled corn sidewalk shops.
Elsewhere, you can hear the bustling
sounds emanating from the grilled BBQ
skewer sellers. Everyone seems to come
together when enjoying the warm, pungent
flavors and sweet scents of these dishes in
the middle of a cold Dalat winter.

Many people believe that, behind the
paradise of love that is Dalat, a romantic
Dalat with dew drops as winter arrives, is
simply Dalat, a humble place that radiates
a great warmth. And when the Christmas
bells ring from the rooftop of Con Ga
Church, signaling the arrival yet another
Christmas season, it is also the time when
the footsteps of distant travelers find their
way back here.
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