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n tugng ddu tién cta téi véi Séc Trang
luén 1a ning. Cai ning khong vang

hu nhu mat cia Ha Néi hay oi néng

ctia Sai Gon ma la thi ndng rat béng. Va
gifia cai néng chéi chang 4y, thi thoang lai
bit gép mot ngdi chia v6i mau vang ruc
rd, 18n khudt giia nhiing tan ciy. Théy to6i
ngdi 1én chiéc xe mAay vé6i trang bi linh kinh
nao 4o chéng ning, nao ma, kinh, chi nhan
vién 1& tan khach san cudi, néi: “Thay vi
méc nhiéu thi thé, hay tan hudng cai ning
Séc Trang di em!”. Va qué thuc, cho du ¢6
mang khoac nhiéu 16p nhu vay ciing ching
an thua gi.

pam rong

ua Chen Kieu

(0 SOC Trang

Bai va anh: LAM LINH

pén soc Tring ma knong vang canh chiia, khong thudng thiic dm thiic, dim minh
frong van hoa Khmer truyén thong cing nhiing diéu hdt 10i ca day goi mdi, thi xem
nhu chua di. pac biét, di chuia 6 séc Trang la mot trai nghiém Kno quén.



Theo huéng din cta chi, t6i chay xe dén
chtia Chén Kiéu, cach trung tAm thanh phé
Séc Trang khoang 12 km. Dit ndm 6 ving
ngoai 6 nhung do toa lac ngay trén ducng
xubi vé tinh Bac Liéu, rat thuan tién cho
khéach du lich di lién tuyén mién Tay Nam
B6, nén ngdi ¢6 tu nay thudng dén khach
vao ra tip nap, chi khéng ving ling nhu
cac chua trong noi thanh. Tiéng néi cudi,
tiéng mua ban cung dong ngudi rdn budc
ngay truéc ctia chua.

Né&u ban dinh d&n mét ngdi chua Khmer
dé tinh tAm thi s& ¢6 géc cho ban. Nhung
cac ngdi chuia 6 day thudng con 1a noi sinh
hoat vén héa ctia ngudi dan dia phuong,
nén ban rat dé bat gap canh nhiing dam tré

chay choi trong sén, khach khtta néi chuyén
véi cac su thay On & va ca mot khu ban do
tap héa ngay bén héng. Tham chi, vio budi
t61, con c6 nhiing chuong trinh vin nghé
dudc biéu dién ngay trong san chia.

Chila Chén Kiéu c6 tén Khmer 12 Wath
Sro Loun. P& d& phat am, tit Sro Loun duge
doc trai thanh Sa Loén. Sro Loun c6 nguén goc
tu cht Chro Luong, 1a tén mot con rach chay
doc theo dudng lang truée day & gan chuia.

Giong nhu nhiéu ngdi chua Khmer khac,
chua Sa Lén khoac 1én minh nhiing gam mau
bt mét, v6i mau vang tudi réi dic trung,
diém xuyét thém mau hong va mau xanh. T
cong chtia dén céc biic tugng, kién tric mai
vom, mau sic trong néi bat trong 4nh ning
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mét troi. San chuia dude 14t gach sach sé va
xung quanh 14 vuon ciy c6 thu véi nhiing cay
thét nét vuon minh thing ding.

Doc 161 vao chiia 14 nhiing cAy ¢ Phat gido
ngii séc, hai hang tugng than Kerno khéic hoa
khuon mat tién n@ Apsara - tugng trung cho
séc dep vinh hing va than hinh chim than
Garuda - tugng trung cho stic manh.

Gitia san chua la cot ¢ v6i hinh tugng
rén than Nagar xoe 5 dau kha sinh dong
theo dién tich rin xde dau ra dé che mua
cho Diic Phat khi ngudi toa thién. Day 1a mo
tip trang tri quan trong trong nghé thuat
diéu khéc ctia Phat gido Khmer. Nguoi
Khmer Séc Trang noi riéng va Nam B néi
chung chiu anh hudng Phat gido Nam téng
tit An D¢, va day 1a ton gido chinh, chi phéi
d%i séng tinh than ctia ho. Ho tin ring t6
tién ctia ho 14 me rdn, nén cé tin ngudng
tho rén va hinh tugng rin thudng xuét hién
trong chuia. V6i nhiing ngudsi khong thuc su
am hiéu vé Phat giao va chua chién nhu téi,
diéu d4u tién khi dit chan dén mot noi khac
v6i nhiing gi minh ting thay ludn 1a sy to
mo, pha 1an véi nhiing 4n tuong khé quén.

Kham pha khéng gian ngoi chua trén
200 nam lich s, t6i ¢c6 caAm giac nhu minh
budc lac vao thé gidi dugm sic mau tdm
linh huyén nhiém. T nhiing biic tudng dén
hoa vin trang tri cing cac hinh anh tugng
than déu rat dep va duge phéi mau ruc rd.

Toa chanh dién la noi trang nghiém
nh&t cta chua véi nhiing khung ctia s6 mé
rong d6n néng va gié. Mui huong thoang
thoang quyén véi mau ning khién khéng
gian clia noi nay trd nén huyén hogc. Trén

Kham pha ban tho chinh\cé khoang 20 biic tugng Phat
N ) 16n nho & nhiéu tu thé va kich ¢d khac nhau
khéng gian dugce dit trang nghiém. Nhiing hinh vé trén
ngdi chua cac bic tudng thé hién cudc doi Dic Phat
tren 200 n&m Thich Ca véi nét vé sic sdo cling mau séc
. P v6 ciing sdng dong. Nghé thuat tranh tuong
lich SE!, foi Khmer doc ddo khéng chi vé mat dé tai ma
cO cam gidac ca vé dic trung hinh hoa, mau sic va phong
nhu minh cach tao hinh.

. Néu muén tim hiéu ky vé vin héa va kién
bude '?C tric hay cudc doi Ptc Phat Thich Ca, ban
vao the gidi hiy danh thdi gian xem ting biic mot véi
duom sac mot ngudi Khmer siing dao. Ho sé ké cho ban

nghe chi tiét vé nhiing Phat thoai, vé ngay
R - dan sinh, hoa sala, c6i bd @€, vé rin than
huyén nhi¢m. Nagar va rat nhiéu cau chuyén khac niia.
Pang ¢6 mot thoi khoa tung kinh, va
du t6i chi 14 khach vang lai vAn ¢6 thé cam
nhan duge ngudn nang lugng nhiém mau
dang lan tda noi day. T6i nan lai mot chut
trong gian chanh dién, chip hai tay trudc
nguc, dé 1ong minh tinh ling.

mau tam linh
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T hanh lang khu chanh dién, ¢6 thé
ngim tron ven toan bd ngdi chuia Sa Lén.
That khé tin khi noi nay truée kia vén dudge
x4y dung bang cac vat liéu 1a cay, gb, dat..,
14 nhiing vat liéu sin cé 6 dia phuong vao
niam 1815. Trai qua nhiéu thay d8i do thién
tai dich hoa, d&n nim 1969, chua dugc xay
dung lai theo kién triic nhu ngay nay véi
tda chanh dién & giiia, sala - ndi 6 ctia cac
su trong chiia - ndm bén trong, canh d6 la
khu trung bay kinh sach va phap bao.

NG6i bat trong chiia Sa Lén chinh 1a gian
tho duge x4y bing nguyén liéu tit chén,
bat. Nghe néi trong quéa trinh xay dung, do
thigu vat liéu nén cac vi su da nay ra sang
kién quyén gép chén, dia ti ba con trong
phum, séc dé 6p lén tudng. Y tudng nay via
tiét kiém kinh phi xay dung, viia tao nén
nhiing hoa tiét trang tri doc ddo. Hanh lang
véi nhiing chiéc bat dp c6 hoa van rat dep.
Nhiing manh sanh, st vd khi dit 1én bic
tuong, dudi doi ban tay tai hoa cia nguosi
thg da tao nén nhiing tac phdm nghé thuat
mang dam nét vin héa Khmer. M&i chiéc
bat, chiéc dia lai c6 nhiing hoa v#n, hoa tiét
khac nhau, tao nén biic tranh nho trong mot
btic tranh 16n, trong téng thé tranh tudng
la mét va &n tugng, khién ngusi xem khéng
khéi tram trd trudc su sang tao cla cac vi
su trong chiia. Tén chua Chén Kiéu ciing ra
doi tir day.

Trong day nha phu gan khu sala, du
khach con duge chiém ngudng mét phan gia
san cta cong ti Bac Liéu - ngudi néi tiéng
mdt thoi cua ving Nam ky luc tinh. Mot
chiéc ti cdn xa cit, bd trudng ky cing hai
chiéc giuong ngth mua déng va mua hé, duge
nha chtia mua lai vao nam 1947, véi gia
ldc by gio tuong duong 2.000 gia lda. S6
d6 nay duge 1am tit loai gb t6t, cAn xa cit va
cham khic rit céng phu, ti mi, ngay nay da
thanh di san vé gia dugc nha chua luu gitt
va bao quan cin than.

Duéi béng mat ctia hang cAy thét nét, toi
thudng thiic cac mén &n vit dude bay ban
trong khuon vién phia sau. Trong khéng gian
rgp mat ciing tiéng néi cudi vui vé, noi nay
vita 12 chén tAm linh, vita 12 dia diém van héa
cong dong ctia ngudi Khmer tai Séc Trang.

T6i ra vé& v6i mot mé linh kinh treo trén
xe nao ca khé cac loai, banh pia, nao rau
cl qua tuoi mua ngay trong khu vic canh
chua. Day déu la nhiing san vat dia phuong
¢6 thé mua mang vé lam qua. T6i nay, trong
chtia ¢6 mot budi vin nghé dude mot gia
dinh trong x& t6 chiic nén t6i quyét dinh
sau khi di thédm cac noi khac niia sé quay
lai @4y dé nghe nhac va thudng thiic cac
moén dn dam da huong vi Khmer.

QuY Iv 2021 105



CULTURE

HIMETS
yourselt

in Chen Kieu pagoda

rl SOC Traﬂg G0ing 10 SOC Trang

W without visiting the

\ pagoda, enjoying the
food, or immersing in the
fraditional Khmer culture
' and inviting Iyrics, may
as well be considered as
having not gone at all. i
particular, sightseeing
at the temple in soc
Trang is an unforgettable
experience.

Text & photos: LAM LINH

D ] y first impression of Soc Trang
is always the sun. The sunlight
here is not as yellow as the honey
of Hanoi or the sweltering heat of Saigon,
but a burning sun. And in the midst of
those dazzling rays, sometimes I can see
a pagoda in flamboyant yellow, hidden
among the trees. At the sight of me sitting
on a motorbike with sunscreen, a hat,
and glasses, the hotel receptionist smiled
and told me: “Instead of wearing so many
things, you should just enjoy the sunshine
of Soc Trang!” And indeed, even wearing so
many layers won’t help.
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Following her instructions, I drove to
Chen Kieu Pagoda, about 12 km from the
center of Soc Trang City. Even though it is
located in the suburbs, because it is right
on the way down to Bac Lieu province, it
is very convenient for tourists to travel
across the Southwest region, so this ancient
temple often welcomes guests in and out
and is not as quiet as the temples in the
center. The pagoda is full of the sound of
laughter, the sound of buying and selling,
together with the bustling flow of people
walking back and forth out front.

If you intend to pay a visit to a Khmer
temple to meditate, there’s a corner for you.
But the pagodas here are often also the
centers for cultural activities of the locals,
so you can easily catch scenes of children
running in the yards, guests talking
excitingly to the monks and a whole area
for groceries right next door. Often, in the
evening, there are cultural performances
right in the temple yard.

The Pagoda of Chen Kieu has a
Khmer name, Wat Sro Loun. For ease of
pronunciation, the word Sro Loun is read as
Sa Lon. Sro Loun is derived from the word
Chro Luong, which is the name of the canal
that runs along the former village road
near the temple.

Like many other Khmer Buddhist
temples, Sa Lon pagoda bears eye-catching
colors, with its characteristic bright yellow
color, dotted with pink and blue. From
the Pagoda gate to the statues, on to the
archways, the colors look outstanding under
the sunlight. The courtyard of the pagoda is
paved with clean tiles and surrounded by a
garden of ancient trees with upright palms.
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Along the entrance to the temple are
five-colored Buddhist flags, two rows of
Kerno statues depicting the face of an
Apsara goddess - symbolizing eternal
beauty and the body of a golden-winged
Garuda bird - representing strength.

In the middle of the temple yard is
a flagpole with the image of the Nagar
serpent king spreading its 5 heads quite
vividly according to the legend where the
snake spread its head to shelter the Buddha
from the rain as he meditated. This is
an important decorative motif in Khmer
Buddhist sculpture. The Khmer people of
Soc Trang in particular and of the South
in general are influenced by Theravada
Buddhism from India, and this is the main
religion that dominates their spiritual
life. They believe that their ancestors are
mother snakes, so they have a belief in
snake worship, and snake images often
appear in temples. For those unfamiliar
with Buddhism and temples like me,
the first thing that is always felt in an
unknown place is curiosity, mixed with
unforgettable impressions.

Exploring the space of the pagoda with
over 200 years of history, I felt as if I had
stepped into a world full of mysterious
spiritual colors. From the walls to the
decorative patterns and images of gods and
goddesses, each appeared beautiful and
vibrant.
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space of the
pagoda with
over 200 years
of history, |

felt as if | had
stepped into

a world full

of mysterious
spiritual colors.

The main hall is the most dignified
place of the temple with wide open windows
to let in the sun and breeze. A faint scent
mixed with the color of the sun makes the
space here enchanted. There are about 20
large and small Buddha statues in various
postures and sizes that are solemnly placed
upon the main altar. The drawings on the
walls depict the life of Buddha Shakyamuni
with sharp strokes and extremely lively
colors. Khmer mural art is unique not only
in terms of theme but also in terms of its
graphic features, colors, and form styles.

If you want to learn more about the
culture and architecture here or the life
of Buddha Shakyamuni, spend some time
appreciating each drawing with a devout
Khmer. They will tell you in detail about
the Buddha’s stories, about the birthday,
the sala flower, the sacred fig, about the
Nagar serpent king and many other stories.

There was a prayer session, and though
I was just a visitor, I could still feel the
spiritual energy spreading here. I lingered for
a while in the main hall, clasped my hands in
front of my chest, letting my heart be still.

From the corridor of the main hall,
you can contemplate the entire Sa Lon
Pagoda. It is hard to believe that this
place was originally built with materials
such as leaves, wood, soil, etc., which
were locally available in 1815. After many
changes caused by both nature and war, in



1969, the pagoda was rebuilt according to
today’s architecture with the main hall in
the middle, the sala - the residence of the
temple’s monks - located inside, and next
to that is the display area for Buddhist
scriptures and treasures.

Featured prominently at Sa Lon
Pagoda is the worship hall built from
bowls and plates. It is said that during
the construction process, due to a lack of
materials, the monks came up with the
initiative to donate bowls and plates from
locals in the nearby villages and quarters
for the wall covering. This idea both saved
on construction costs and created one-of-
a-kind decorative motifs. The corridor with
the upside-down bowls has a very exquisite
pattern. The broken pieces of crockery and
porcelain placed on the wall by the talented
hands of craftsmen have created works
of art imbued with Khmer culture. Each
bowl and plate features different patterns
and textures, creating a larger mosaic in
an overall fanciful and impressive mural,
making viewers admire the creativity of the
monks of this temple. The name Chen Kieu
Pagoda also has its origins here.

In the row of outbuildings near the sala,
visitors can also admire a portion of the
estate of the prince of Bac Lieu - famous in
the Southern region of the six provinces for
his richness and lavish spending. A mother-
of-pearl cabinet, a divan, and two winter
and summer beds which were purchased by
the temple in 1947 for a price (at that time)
equivalent to 2,000 bushels of rice. These
items are crafted from exceptional wood,

delicately inlayed with mother-of-pearl,
and are now an invaluable heritage that is
carefully preserved and conserved by the
temple.

Under the shade of palm trees, I enjoyed
the snacks sold in the backyard. In the cool
space and happy laughter, this place is
both the spiritual and cultural center of the
Khmer community in Soc Trang.

I left with a bunch of stuff hanging from
my motorbike such as dried fish of all kinds,
pia cakes, fresh vegetables, and fruits I
purchased right next to the pagoda. These
are all local products that can be bought
as gifts. Tonight, there will be a concert
in the temple organized by a family in the
commune, so I decided after visiting other
places to come back here to listen to the

~

music and enjoy Khmer-flavored dishes. (o)
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Bai va 4nh: MAX VU

r I \ai sao lai du lich mién dit Ay, mot noi
tran ngap nhiing tin ttc truyén théng
b4t 6n vé chinh tri, vt trang, khang

bd va sy tan pha? D6 1a cau hdi chung

ctia rat nhiéu ban bé tbi vé dat nuéec Hoi

gido nay. Nhung dén khi dugc ngai dai st

Pakistan tai Viét Nam truc tiép giéi thiéu

Iic t61 1am tha tuc visa, toi d& tu nhu: “Mot

chuyén di dang dé chd doi day!”.

Chuyén road trip (di phugt bang xe

hoi) ctia ching t6i bit dau vao gitia mua

thu nam 2019. Viéc 1én k& hoach k¥ ludng

cting nhu chon thdi diém gitta mua thu dé
dén Pakistan c6 1& 1a mot trong nhiing yéu

t8 may min nhét cta ching t6i. Thuc t&,

chuyén hanh trinh dai, di chuyén hon 3000

km khép Pakistan vao quang thoi gian d6

da dé lai trong t6i v6 van &n tuong thu vi va
nhiéu trai nghiém doc dao.



Pakistan trong tim t6i la mot Islamabad nhén
nhip, nhiing thung liing vang 6ng tua dai lua cia
Gilgit, Gulmit, Phander, Hunza hay nhiing ngon nti
hung vi, sting sting cua ring Karakoram.

Nhiing ngudi ban Pakistan luén thiét d&i ching
t6i bang su chan tinh va t6t bung nhu véi nhiing
thugng khach. Méi noi di qua, ho déu dua tdi xem
xung quanh thi tran dia phuong cta ho. D6i khi
ching t6i lac vao vudn tdo dang vao vu, hay nhiing
canh ring dang d6 14 thay mau. Ho#c ciing c6 khi 1a
chuyén tan bé ngdm hoang hon dan budng ¢ thung
lang Phander - thung ling dep nhu trong c8 tich ndm
d bién gidi véi Afghanistan. Va khi viét vé Pakistan,
trong tdi d4y 1én niém mong chd co hdi dude trd lai
noi day mot 14n nita, dé lai gip gé nhiing ngudi ban
Pakistan dang yéu.
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Tnunglﬁng Phander Nép minh bén dong séng Gilgit tho mdng, thung

2 ~ 2 2 P = ~ 2
\ s N |[ong Phander mang vé dep &o huyen déam chat co
hunngma langman tich c0a vong dat Nam A.

Nam céach Islamabad, tha d6 cia
Pakistan, gdn 700 km vé huéng Tay Bic va
nép minh bén dong song Gilgit th mong,
thung liing Phander mang vé dep 4o huyén
dAm chat ¢d tich ctia ving dat Nam A. Dén
d0 gitia thu, nhiing canh rung gia buéng
mot mau vang 6ng 4. Dong song Gilgit
udn lugn, anh 1én mau xanh ngoc bich vao
nhiing chiéu hoang hén. Chiéc xe van dua
ching t6i uén lugn qua nhiing con déo vang
6ng dé dén Phander. D6 14 mot ngdi lang
nhé nidm & bién gidi véi Afghanistan, dudc
bao quanh béi nhiing rang nii tuyét phu
kin quanh nam.

Tudng nhu ngan vé dep cua thé giéi nay
déu hoi tu tai Phander. Biic tranh thily méc
dudc nhao nin bdi ban tay me thién nhién
hién 1én hoan my, thu véo tAm mit cta
nhiing vi khach ghé tham, khé ¢6 thé roi
bé. Zahid - anh ban huéng dan - hdi chiing
toi: “Pakistan va Phander dep chi?”. Ching
t61 chi nhin nhau va tra 16i: “C6 tich, day la
mién c6 tich caa ching t6i!”
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Lé cudi 0 pakistan,
sdc mau doc ddo

“Néong hau” cé 1& 14 tinh tit miéu ta xac
thyc va chinh x4c nh4t vé nhiing ngudi
dan dia phuong ma chiing t6i da c6 dip tiép
xtc trong chuyén road trip tai Pakistan.

Va dudng nhu, su ndng hau 4y ciing ¢6 thé
danh dé néi vé nhiing t&m 1ong nhiét thanh
ctia ngudi dan dat nude Hoi gido nay.

Trong hanh trinh, ching t6i may mén
dude du phan vao ngay trong dai nhat ctia
Uddin, ngudi diéu hanh tour, khi anh mdi
ching t6i du nghi 1& quan trong nhat ciia
cudc doi anh: 16 Walima - 1& cué6i chinh thtc
clia nguoi Pakistan. Walima 14 tiéc chiéu
dai chinh thiic do vg chéng Uddin cht tri va
dip chinh thitic cong khai hon 18. Day 1a nghi
18 16n, quan trong bac nhat véi mot ngudi
Pakistan trudng thanh. Nghi 1& ¢6 rat nhiéu
ngudi than cting nhu khach moi cia ca hai
gia dinh tham du.

Theo truyén théng Pakistan, Walima
duge t8 chiic tai nha va kéo dai ca ngay.
Trong 18 Walima, ca lang bén nha chu ré sé
dting chao dén c6 dau, nghi 1& nay thudng
kéo dai khoang tit 60 - 90 phit. Nhiing cu
gia, ngudi than chi ré sé thuc hién nghi
18 b4t tay va 6m hon c¢6 dau, nghi thic thé
hién sy chao d6n danh cho mot thanh vién
méi ctia lang.

Sau man chio dén, ¢6 dau va chd ré
s& duge moi vao nha thd Héi gido tai lang
dé bat d4u thuc hién nghi thic do mot vi
Imam, vi chiic sic cao nhit trong lang, dam
trach. Tiéc sau cung sé do gia dinh chid ré
chiéu dai than mat tai nha. Thyc don chiéu
dai thuong 12 banh Chapaki (banh nuéng),
banh kép (mot loai banh bot mi truyén théng
Pakistan), bo Yak ham, salad va tra ba.

Khéng thé tin duge, trude mit ching
t61 12 hang tram con ngudi ti gia tré, trai
géi, 16n bé ding tit ddu lang va x&p hai co6 |é la tinh
hang dé chao d6n nhiing ngudi ban tit Viét U mieu t&
Nam sang tham Uddin va ngéi lang, du
st kién dén nhu mét co duyén tinh co. Cé

‘Néng hau” ngach, thiét dai dic san dia phuong.. Va
gi61 thiéu nhiing thanh vién dic biét cua
gia dinh Uddin trong ngay 18 trong dai ctia
anh. C6 1& khéng chi Uddin, ma ca ching
xac thyc va toi - nhitng nguoi khach du 1& dic biét nay
- s& ludn giii trong long tinh cam néng hau,

1& nghi 1 trong vong danh cho chiing toi chinh x&c chan thanh ciia moi ngudi danh cho nhau
ch} thay & nhiing “nguyén thu” quéc gia! nhat vé nhing Sau chuyén di-géin hai tudn, anh ban '
Cangay dy tiéc Walima, ching t6i duge vi ;5 & i déng hanh cang toi da thét 1én: “Téi ludt di
Imam dan di tham ngbi lang, vao tling ngd phuong ma khip noi 6 mién Béc Pakistan, duge chao
) L dén vao nha ctia vo s6 ngudi la. C6 cam giac
ching TO|, da nhu t6i dugc tré vé nha cua minh that su.
cO dip tiép x0c Mot cam giac nhu dda con xa xt duge vé
trong chuyén qué me dm &p vay!”. . »
. . Con toi1, toi sé luén nhé mai nhiing chiéc
rOOdmp fQi hén ndng hau ti me cta chang huéng dan

Pakistan. Zahid t6t bung, nhiing c4i 6m 4m &p cta
Uddin, anh ban da cham séc ching to1 tu
nhiing ngay 6 bén qué nha Viét Nam, hay
16i caAm on dic biét cia Karim, anh 14i xe cit
khoi ma ching t6i hay dta ring: Dén anh
14i xe ciing phai dep nhu thé! @}
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Thong tin du lich Pakistan

Thai gian dé di du lich Pakistan: Ban nén chon di vao mia
xuan (tlr thang 3 dén thang 5) d€ ngam hoa I8, hoa tao, hoa do;
hogc mila thu (tl thang 9 dén thang 11), lic thoi tiét 4m ap, cac
thung liing 14 d6 cla Pakistan s& thay mau rét dep.

Visa du lich: Dai st quan Pakistan tai Ha Noi dét tai dia ghi sb
02 Van Bao, Ngoc Khénh, Ba Dinh, Ha N@i. Chi phi: 25 USD doi véi
loai visa nhap canh 1 Ié,n, va 50 USD doi vdi loai visa nhap canh
nhiéu 1an, cd hiéu lyc den 3 thang.
C4c diém tham quan chinh khi du lich Pakistan:

+ Thi df) Islamabad va ving phu can: Chilas, Besham, déo
Balakot (d& ngam day Himalaya tlf Pakistan).

+ Ving Gilgit - Baltistan: Thung ling Phander, lang Gupis, thi
tran Gulmit va song Gilgit; con duong to lua (silk road); Rakaposhi
view point - 7788 m.

+ Vung thung ling Hunza: Thung liing Nagar (01-hour drive), ho
Attabad, cau treo Hussaini, rang Passu, song bang Passu, dudng
cao toc Karakoram, day ndii do so Karakoram.
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Cac mon an dac san Pakistan ban nén thu:

+ Banh Chapaki (loai banh bang bdt mi va lia mach);

+ Paya: Mot loai ca ri ga;

+ Karela: Mudp dang (kh qua) xao tron vdi c4c loai gia vi;
+ (4c loai salad:

+ Dic bigt, trai cay ving Pakistan rét ngon.

Lich trinh ggi j cho chuyén du lich Pakistan:

Tily vao thai gian va diém dén ma ban chon lich trinh du lich kham pha
Pakistan cho phu hgp. Sau day la lich ggi d8 ban ¢6 chuyén di dang
nhd dén dat nudc Hoi gido Nam A nay (Lich trinh 10 ngay 9 dém):

+ Ngay 01: Viét Nam - Islamabad

+ Ngay 02: Islamabad - Chilas

+ Ngay 03: Chilas - Ghizar valley (Gahkuch)

+ Ngay 04: Ghizar valley (Gahkuch) - Phander valley

+ Ngay 05: Phander - Gilgit

+ Ngay 06: Gilgit - Hunza

+ Ngay 07: Gulmit - Ghulkin - Hussaini - Passu - Gulmit

+ Ngay 08: Gulmit - Besham

+ Ngay 09: Bisham - Taxila Museum - Islamabad

+ Ngay 10: Islamabad - Viét Nam
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the Land I~
of Fairytalesy y

Quietly located in the middle of

south Asia and divided by the two

massive ranges of the Himalayas

and Karakoram, pakistan is

perhaps a forgotten land for many
travelers. But for me, pakistan is

the place 11ong for when someone

asks, “which country would you

like o return to the most?” ¥

Text & photos: MAX VU
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DISCOVERY

hy travel to that land, a place that is
s ; s ; always in the news for volatile politics,
arms, terrorism, and destruction? That
is the common question from many of my friends
about this Islamic country. But when I was
directly introduced by the Pakistani ambassador
to Vietnam during a visa procedure, I told myself:
“This is a trip worth waiting for!”

Our road trip started mid-autumn 2019. The
careful planning as well as choosing mid-autumn
to visit Pakistan was probably one of our luckiest
factors. In fact, the long journey, traveling more
than 3,000 km across Pakistan at that time left
me with countless noteworthy impressions and
unique experiences.

Pakistan in my heart is a bustling Islamabad,
the golden valleys just like the silk strips of
Gilgit, Gulmit, Phander, Hunza or the majestic,
towering mountains of the Karakoram range.

Pakistani friends always treat us with the
same sincerity and kindness as VIP guests.
Every place I passed by, they always guided me
around their local town. Sometimes we would
get lost in blooming apple orchards or forests
of changing leaves. Or sometimes it was a
promenade to watch the sunset gradually fall in
Phander - a beautiful fairytale valley located on
the border with Afghanistan. And those moments
I find myself writing about Pakistan, I feel hope
arouse in me that I will have chance to return, to
meet my lovely Pakistani friends again.
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Nestled on-the
romantic Gilgit
River, Phander
Valley bears
the miraculous
and enchanting
beauty of South
Asia.

phander valley,
majestic yet romantic

Located about 700 km northwest of
Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, and
nestled on the romantic Gilgit River,
Phander Valley bears the miraculous
and enchanting beauty of South Asia. By
mid-autumn, the old forests don a golden
color. The winding Gilgit River shimmers
an emerald color in the sunset. Our van
meandered through the winding, golden
passes to reach Phander. It’s a small village
on the border with Afghanistan, surrounded
by snow-covered mountains all year round.

It seemed that thousands of world
wonders had converged on Phander. The
ink wash painting crafted by the hands of
mother nature appears flawlessly, capturing
the eyes of visitors, making it so hard to
leave. Zahid - our guide - asked us: “Aren’t
Pakistan and Phander beautiful?” We just
looked at each other and replied, “Fairytale,
this is our fairyland!”
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DISCOVERY

pakistani wedding,

The elders, relatives of the groom, will

llﬂlque CO]OT perform the ritual of shaking hands and
hugging the bride as a form to welcome a
“Hospitable” is probably the most new member of the village.
authentic and accurate description of After the welcoming ceremony, the
the locals that we had the opportunity bride and the groom will be invited into
of interacting with during our road trip the village mosque to begin the ritual
around Pakistan. And hospitality might performed by an Imam, the highest
also be used to talk about the enthusiasm of dignitary in the village. The party is then

the people of this Islamic country.

During the journey, we were fortunate
to be a part of Uddin’s, our tour operator,
biggest day, when he invited us to the most
important ceremony of his life: Walima -
the ceremonial Pakistani wedding ritual.
Walima is the formal reception hosted by
Uddin and his bride, which is the official
occasion to proclaim their marriage. This
is the most considerable and important
ceremony for a Pakistani adult. The
ceremony was attended by many relatives
as well as guests from both families.

In Pakistani tradition, Walima is
celebrated at home and lasts all day. During
the Walima, the whole village of the groom’s
family will stand to greet the bride, this
ritual usually lasts about 60-90 minutes.
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cordially received by the groom’s family at home. The
reception menu is usually Chapaki (baked cake), pancakes
(a traditional Pakistani flour pancake), Yak meat stew,
salad, and butter tea.

Incredibly, in front of us were hundreds of people
from young to old, boys and girls, standing from the top of
the village and lining up in two lines to welcome friends
from Vietnam to visit Uddin and the village, even though
we came to the event through mere fate. Perhaps that
honorific welcoming is only for “heads of state”! After a day
joining the Walima celebration, we were led by the Imam
to visit every corner of the village and treated to local
specialties.. We were also introduced to special members of
Uddin’s family on his big day. Perhaps not only Uddin, but
also us - the guests attending this special ceremony - will
always keep in our hearts everyone’s warm and sincere
feelings for each other.

After a nearly two-week trip, my travel companion
exclaimed: “I've been surfing around in Northern Pakistan,
being welcomed into the house of countless strangers.

It feels like I'm back in my own home. A feeling like an
expatriate child being embraced by his motherland!”

As for me, I will always remember the warm kisses
from the mother of our kind guide Zahid, the heartfelt
hugs of Uddin, the friend who took care of us from the
days we were still in our homeland of Vietnam, or the
special thanks from Karim, the great driver that we had
joked about: Even the driver must be that handsome!

Pakistan tourist information

Best time to travel to Pakistan: You should choose to go
in the spring (from March to May) to see pear, apple, and
peach blossoms; or autumn (September to November), when
the weather is warm and the red leaf valleys of Pakistan
beautifully change color.

Tourist visa: The Embassy of Pakistan in Hanoi is located at
02 Van Bao, Ngoc Khanh, Ba Dinh, Hanoi. Cost: 25 USD for
single-entry visa, and 50 USD for multiple-entry visa, valid
for up to 3 months.

The main attractions when traveling to Pakistan:

+ Capital Islamabad and its vicinity: Chilas, Besham,
Balakot Pass (to see the Himalayas from Pakistan).

+ Gilgit - Baltistan Region: Phander Valley, Gupis village,
Gulmit town and Gilgit River; Silk Road; Rakaposhi view point
- #7883 m.

+ Hunza Valley: Nagar Valley (01-hour drive), Lake Attabad,
Hussaini Suspension Bridge, Passu Range, Passu Glacier,
Karakoram Highway, Karakoram massive mountain range.

Pakistani specialties you should try:

+ Chapaki (a type of bread made with flour and barley)
+ Paya: Atype of chicken curry

+ Karela: Stir-fried bitter melon mixed with spices

-+ Different kinds of salads

+ In particular, the fruits of Pakistan are very delicious.

Suggested itinerary for Pakistan tour:

Depending on the length of time and destination, you
can choose an itinerary to explore Pakistan accordingly.
The following is a suggested schedule for you to have a
memorable trip to this Islamic South Asian country (10 days,
9 nights itinerary):

+ Day 01: Vietnam - Islamabad

+ Day 02: Islamabad - Chilas

+ Day 03: Chilas - Ghizar Valley (Gahkuch)

+ Day 04: Ghizar Valley (Gahkuch) - Phander Valley
+ Day 05: Phander - Gilgit

+ Day 06: Gilgit - Hunza

+ Day 07: Gulmit - Ghulkin - Hussaini - Passu - Gulmit
+ Day 08: Gulmit - Besham

+ Day 09: Bisham - Taxila Museum - Islamabad

+ Day 10: Islamabad - Vietnam
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BAI DAC BIET

Saigontourist Group
tién phong PHUC VU |!@All Gall va to chiic
thanh cng chum tour Tl @N UG lugngy

y té tuyén dau chdng dich

Trong dgt dich covid-19 1n thii 4, Tong cong ty du lich sai Gon (Saigontourist Group) da trién Khai
cdc cong téc ho trg phuc vu Iuu tri, an uong cho hang van y, bdc si, diéu dudng, nhan vién y té ti cac dia
phuong dugc BO Y 16 diu dong tép ing TP.HCM clng doi ngd y, bdc ST cdc bénh vién tai thanh pho tham
gia phong, chong dich. Tap doan Song hanh thuc hién nhiéu chuong trinh hoat dong thiét thuc khdc nhu
i trg va to chiic chiim tour tri an, tang banh ngot, nudc udng giau chédt dinh dudng; phoi hap to chiic
chuong trinh “5.000 tO phd yéu thuong phuc vu luc igng y té tuyén dau chong dich”
va [ang 15.000 voucher dich vu phong ngu, dn uéng.
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PN vi chil 1uc tham gia
cOng tdc hau can phuc vu luc
ligng v té tuyén dau ching
dich tai TP.HCM

Trong thoi gian tit thang 6/2021, khi
TP.HCM bung dich, dén ngay 30/9/2021,
Saigontourist Group da tiép dén hon 200 lugt
doan coéng tac ctia Bo Y t&, ban nganh trung
uong; tiép dén va phuc vu cac doan y, bac
si tif cac bénh vién trung uong, tinh, thanh
khép ca nude véi hon 25.000 lugt, phuc vu
hon 154.000 dém phong, hon 633.000 suit
an tai 24 khach san thudc hé thong. Téng chi
phi Saigontourist Group tham gia dgt nay udc
tinh trén 300 ty dong.

Nhim dam bao cong tac phuc vu hau
cin, dén tiép chu dao, phuc vu doi ngil y té&,
Saigontourist Group d& huy déng ngudn
luc nhén su 1én t6i 3.184 can bo, nhin vién
lam viéc 6 24 khach san cta tap doan tai
TP.HCM. “Chung t6i xem diy vua la trach
nhiém vé6i lanh dao va nhan dan thanh phé
trong céng cudc phong chéng dai dich, ciing
viia thé hién tinh thin vi cong déng caa
toan thé can bd, nhan vién Saigontourist
Group. Dic biét, trong hoan canh luc lugng
y, bac si tuyén dau chéng dich phai hy
sinh xa qué huong, gia dinh, ngudi than,
hang ngay phai vt va lin x4 vao cong
tac chong dich, ching t6i muén mang dén
khong khi khach san thuc sy nhu 14 mai
nha tht hai 4m cing d6i véi ho”, Ong Pham
Huy Binh - Cha tich Hoi dong Thanh vién
Saigontourist Group - chia sé.

Trong nd luc nhim chung tay ciing
TP.HCM va ca nudc sém kiém soat va diy
i dich Covid-19, Saigontourist Group
va cac don vi thanh vién khac nhu khach
san Pé Nhat, DPong Khanh, Thién Hong,
Bat Dat, khu nghi dudng Can Gid... tai
TP.HCM ciing da tham gia lam khach san
cach ly, phuc vu céng tac phong, chdng
dich Covid-19. Mét s6 khach san thudc
Saigontourist Group tai cac dia phuong nhu
Sai Gon - Ninh Chii, Sai Gon - Pha Yén..
cling ddm trach tét vai tro 1a khach san
céch ly tit giai doan d4u dich.

Nhiing céng viéc tham lang ctia d6i ngii
hau cén § cac don vi thude Saigontourist
Group phuc vu lyc lugng tuyén dau phong,
chéng dich tai TP.HCM da dugc cac cac kénh
truyén hinh VTV, HTV, VTC, SCTV, cac bao
dai... ghi nhan qua nhiing thién phdong sy déc
biét. “Sau nhiing ngay tac nghiép thuc hién
phéng su ghi nhéan céng tac hd trg, dong hanh
ctia Saigontourist Group trong cudc chién
chéng dich Covid-19 tai TP.HCM, t6i da cam
nhan dude su hi sinh thim léing ctia nhiing
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Khach san thudc Saigontourist Group tai TPHCM tham gia hé trg phuc vu
hau can 4n, & cho déi ngii y, bac si tuyén dau phong, chong dich Covid-19

nhan vién Saigontourist Group. Trong su6t
thoi gian qua, ho da tap trung toan luc, thuc
hién 3 tai chd, tham chi phai nén néi dau
riéng khi m4t ngudi than ma khong thé trd vé
bén canh @8 thuyc hién nhiém vu hau cin cao
cd dy. Toi thuc su xdc ddng va cam phuc trude
su hi sinh d6”, chi Tran Hug, bién tap vién
kénh truyén hinh cap VITC14 dén tu
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BAI DAC BIET

Ha Ngi, xtic dong néi. Chudi chién dich, céng
tac hau can hd trg phuc vu phong, chdng
dich tai TPHCM do Saigontourist Group
dam trach ciing da dudc nhiéu don vi bao
chi trung uong va dia phuong phan anh,
chuyén tai kip thoi dén déng dao cong ching
TP.HCM va c& nuéc.

Bén canh hb trg phuc vu &n 6 cho cac
doan, doi ngii y bac si, Saigontourist Group
con trién khai nhiéu céng tac khac, nhu
phéi hop véi Hiép hoi Du lich TPHCM trién
khai san xudt cic loai banh, nudc udng gidu
chét dinh dudng dé gui ting d6i ngi y té,
cac bénh nhan Covid-19, dac biét 1a cac
bénh nhi tai thanh phd.

Tai trg, to chiic thanh cong
han 10 tour tri an Iuc lugng
fuyén dau chong dich

Twu ngay 19/9-21/10/2021, Saigontourist
Group da tién phong tai trg va t6 chiic

thanh céng hon 10 tour tri &n “hanh trinh
xanh” di Can Gio, Ca Chi, Tay Ninh phuc

vu luc lugng y t&, can bo va chién si quan y
tuyén dau chéng dich tai TP.HCM, véi quy
mo phuc vu hon 1.300 lugt khach.

Cac tour dugc Saigontourist Group phoi
hgp véi S¢ Du lich, huyén Can Gid va Bo
Tu lénh TP.HCM t4 chic, theo su chi dao
ctia lanh dao thanh phé. Cac don vi ctia
Saigontourist Group tham gia trién khai
gom Céng ty Dich vu Lii hanh Saigontourist
truc ti€p t6 chiic cac chuong trinh tham
quan. Riéng tai CAn Gid, mot don vi khac
cing thudc Saigontourist Group la Khu du
lich Vam Sat dam trach cong tac cung ting
san pham, dich vu tai diém dén.

Cac chuong trinh tour tri 4n da nhéan
duge phan héi rat tot tit phia khach trai
nghiém, c¢6 ¥ nghia nhu mén qua tinh than
gitp cac y, bac si tuyén dau chong dich thu
gian, tai tao nang ludng tich cuc sau thoi
gian lam viéc cang thing tai cac bénh vién
da chién, bénh vién diéu tri Covid-19 va
cic cd s6 y t&. “Khong chi riéng ban than
to1, tap thé y, bac si tham gia tour 14n nay
déu rat xic dong trude tinh cAm néng hau
cta chinh quyén va ngusi dan TP.HCM da
danh cho ching t61”, bac si Pao Thi Huong
- trudng doan Bénh vién Trung uong Thai
Nguyén - da c6 161 tAm sy chan thanh sau
chuyén tham quan Can Gid.

Doan y, bac si trai nghiém tour tri 4n tai Can Gio do Saigontourist Group té chiic
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chuadng trinh «5.000 t pho
yéu thuong phuc vu luc lugng
y [é tuyén dau chdng dich”

Ngay 13/10/2021, Saigontourist Group
d4 phdi hgp véi bao Tudi Tré t6 chitc chuong
trinh “5.000 t6 phd yéu thuong phuc vu luc
Iugng y t& tuyén dau chéng dich”. Pay tiép
tuc 12 mot trong nhiéu chuong trinh tri
an danh cho luc lugng y, bac si tuyén dau
chong dich tai TP.HCM do Saigontourist
Group trién khai trong théi gian qua.

DPéng hanh cliing chuong trinh, ddi ngi
dau b&p giau kinh nghiém ctia khach san
5 sao Rex Sai Gon dai dién hé thong khach
san cua Saigontourist Group ché bién, nau
5.000 t6 phd phuc vu luc lugng y t& tuyén
d4u chong dich tai TPHCM luu tra tai 24
khach san thudc Saigontourist Group va tai
mot s6 bénh vién caa TP.HCM.

Chuong trinh dugc thiét k& thanh hai
dgt, dot 1 tu ngay 13-15/10/2021 phuc vu
cacy, bac si luu trud tai 24 khach san cua
Saigontourist Group, truéce khi cac doan trd
vé dia phuong sau thdi gian hd tr¢g TP.HCM
chong dich. Dgt 2 du kién dugc tiép tuc trong
thang 11/2021 nhim phuc vu luc lugng v,
béc si tai mot s6 bénh vién tham gia cong tac
chong dich Covid-19 tai thanh phé.

Déi ngii ddu

bép ciia khach

san 5 sao Rex Sai

Gon ché bién, nau 5.000
té phdé phuc vu luc luong y
té'tuyén dau chong dich

Cu thé, tit ngay 13-15/10/2021, cac
y, bac si luu tra tai 24 khach san cta
Saigontourist Group tai thanh phé dudc
ban t8 chiic mdi d&n khéach san Rex Sai Gon
dé khach vira thudng thic phd, via trai
nghiém cac dich vy, sdn phdm, khéng gian
ctia khach san 5 sao ngay giiia trung tam
thanh phé. Thoi gian phuc vu dién ra sudt
ba ngay (sang, trua, toi) tai hé théng cac
nha hang ctia khéach san, tuan thu theo tiéu
chuén an toan 5K.

Déi véi nhiing y, bac si khong thé truc
tiép dén khach san Rex thudng thiic phd,
Saigontourist Group da phuc vu phd dén
tan noi khach dang luu trd va phuc vu theo
ding khéu vi phd cla y, bac si yéu cau. T4t
ca nhu mdt mén qua tinh than y nghia caa
Saigontourist Group tri 4n y, bac si sau
thdi gian 1am viéc cang thing tai cac bénh
vién da chién, cac khu diéu tri bénh nhan
Covid-19.

Lién quan dén cong tac phuc vu hau can phong,
chong dich, Saigontourist Groqp tai trg 15.000
voucher phong ng va dich vu am thuc cac khach

san tlr 3-5 sao pﬁa tap doan tai TPHCM, v(ji/ tri gjé
kt]oéng,30 ty dong, danh tang luc luong y té tuyen
dau chong dich tai TPHCM.
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Saigontourist Group pioneered
serving logistics and successfully
organized a series of tours to show

gratitude to the frontline medical
forces fighting against the epidemic

puring the 4th covid-19 epidemic outbreak, saigontourist group has implemented support activities to
provide accommodations and food services for thousands of medical Staff, doctors, nurses, and health
workers from various localities mobilized by the Ministry of Health to respond to Ho chi Minh city
hospitals to participate in epidemic prevention and control. The group jointly conducted several other
meaningful activities such as sponsoring and organizing a series of gratitude tours, giving away cakes and
nutritious drinks, and cooperatively organized the program of «5,000 howls of 1oving pho to serve frontline
medical forces fighting against the epidemic.”
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AS the main unit participating
in logistics to serve frontline
medical forces fighting against
the epidemic in HO chi Minh
city

From June 2021, when the epidemic
broke out in Ho Chi Minh City, to September
30, 2021, Saigontourist Group welcomed
more than 200 delegations of the Ministry
of Health, central agencies, by welcoming
and serving medical teams and doctors
from central, provincial and city hospitals
across the country more than 25,000 times,
serving more than 154,000 rooms, more
than 633,000 meals at 24 hotels in the
system. The total cost of Saigontourist
Group participating in this sponsorship is
estimated at over 300 billion VND.

In order to ensure logistics services,
attentive reception and service for medical
staff, Saigontourist Group has mobilized
human resources of 3,184 officers and
employees working at 24 hotels of the
group in Ho Chi Minh City. “We consider
this to be both a responsibility to the city’s
leaders and people in the fight against the
pandemic, as well as to demonstrate the

spirit of community engagement of all the
staff of Saigontourist Group. Especially,
since frontline medical staff and doctors in
the fight against the epidemic have had to
sacrifice themselves by being far away from
their homelands, families and loved ones to
work hard every day against the epidemic,
we wanted to create an atmosphere of
welcoming hospitality so they could feel
right at home,” shared Mr. Pham Huy Binh
- Chairman of the Members’ Council of
Saigontourist Group.

To join hands with Ho Chi Minh
City and the whole country to quickly
control and repel the Covid-19 epidemic,
Saigontourist Group and other member
units in Ho Chi Minh City such as De Nhat
Hotel (First Hotel), Dong Khanh, Thien
Hong, Bat Dat, Can Gio Resort... have
also participated in the construction of
isolation hotels, to prevent and control the
Covid-19 epidemic. Some hotels belonging
to Saigontourist Group in localities such
as Saigon - Ninh Chu, Saigon - Phu Yen...
have also taken on the role of isolation
hotels during the early stages of the
epidemic.

The silent work of the logistics team at
the member units of Saigontourist Group
serving the frontline forces of epidemic
prevention and control in Ho Chi Minh City
have been praised on TV channels including

24 hotels belonging to Saigontourist Group in Ho Chi Minh City participated in supporting the logistics of food and
accommodations for frontline medical staff and doctors in the fight against Covid-19
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AS the sponsor who
successfully organized over 10
tours of gratitude for frontline
forces against the epidemic

From September 19 to October 21, 2021,
Saigontourist Group pioneered sponsoring
and successfully organizing over 10 “green
journey” gratitude tours to Can Gio, Cu Chi
and Tay Ninh for health workers, officials
and military medical staff fighting against
the epidemic in Ho Chi Minh City, with a
scale of serving more than 1,300 visitors.

The tours are organized by Saigontourist
Group in collaboration with the Department
of Tourism, Can Gio District and the Ho Chi
Minh City Command, under the direction of
the city’s leaders. The units of Saigontourist
Group participating in the implementation
include Saigontourist Travel Service
Company, which directly organized
sightseeing programs. Particularly in Can
Gio, another unit of Saigontourist Group,
Vam Sat Resort, was in charge of providing
products and services at the destination.

The gratitude tour programs have
received excellent feedback from visitors,
as a spiritual gift to help frontline doctors
and health workers in the fight against

VTV, HTV, VTC, SCTV, and in newspapers the epidemic to relax, regenerate positive
and media outlets through special news energy after stressful work at the field
reports. “After days of reporting on the hospitals, Covid-19 treatment hospitals and
support and companionship of Saigontourist medical facilities. “Not only myself, but the
Group in the fight against Covid-19 in medical staff and doctors participating in
Ho Chi Minh City, I have felt the silent this tour are all very touched by the warm
sacrifice of Saigontourist’s employees. In affection that the authorities and people of
the past, they have concentrated all of Ho Chi Minh City have for us,” said Dr. Dao
their efforts by applying the “eat, stay and Thi Huong - Head of the delegation of Thai
work in place” formula, even when they Nguyen Central Hospital - as she gave a
had to suppress their own pain as they lost sincere confession after the visit to Can Gio.

loved ones but could not be at their side as
they performed that noble logistical task.
I am really touched and impressed by that
sacrifice,” expressed Ms. Tran Hue, editor of
the cable television broadcasting channels
VTC14 from Hanoi. The chain of campaigns
and logistics to support epidemic prevention
and control in Ho Chi Minh City, which is
in charge of Saigontourist Group, has also
been reflected by many central and local
press and promptly conveyed to the people
of Ho Chi Minh City and the whole country.
In addition to providing accommodations
and meals for delegations and medical staff,
Saigontourist Group also carried out many
other activities, such as coordinating with
the Ho Chi Minh City Tourism Association
to produce cakes and nutritious drinks e :
to donate to the medical team, Covid-19 ; / - : _
patients, especially children in the city. Medical team and doctors are experiencing a gratitude tour in Cu Chi
organized by Saigontourist Group
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AS the initiator of the program «5,000 loving
bowls of pho to serve frontline medical forces
fighting against the epidemic”

On October 13, 2021, Saigontourist
Group cooperated with Tuoi Tre newspaper
to organize the program of “5,000 loving
bowls of pho to serve frontline medical
forces fighting against the epidemic.” This
continues to be one of many gratitude
programs for frontline medical staff and
doctors in the fight against the epidemic
in Ho Chi Minh City, implemented by
Saigontourist Group recently.

Accompanying the program, a team
of experienced chefs from the 5-star Rex
Hotel, representing the hotel system of
Saigontourist Group, processed and cooked
5,000 bowls of pho to serve frontline medical
forces fighting against the epidemic in Ho
Chi Minh City who stayed at 24 hotels
belonging to Saigontourist Group and at a
number of hospitals in Ho Chi Minh City.

The program is designed in two phases:
Phase 1 from October 13-15, 2021 to serve
doctors and nurses staying at 24 hotels of
Saigontourist Group, before the delegations
returned to their localities after a period
of supporting Ho Chi Minh City. Phase 2 is
expected to continue in November 2021 to
serve medical forces and doctors at some
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TUYEN DAU CHONG DICH
COVID-19
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Regardingthe logistics services of epidemic prevention
and control, Saigontourist Group sponsored 15,000
bedroom vouchers for 3- star hotels of the group in

Ho Chi Minh City, with a value of about 30 billion VND,
to donate to the frontline health workers in the fight
against the epidemic in Ho Chi Minh City.

hospitals participating in the fight against
the Covid-19 epidemic in the city.

Specifically, from October 13-15, 2021,
doctors and nurses staying at 24 hotels
of Saigontourist Group in the city were
invited by the organizers to Rex Hotel so
that guests could enjoy pho experiencing
the services, products, and space of a
5-star hotel right in the heart of the city.
Service times will take place over three
days (morning, noon, evening) at the hotel’s
restaurant system, complying with 5K
safety standards.

For those medical teams who were
unable to directly enjoy pho at the Rex Hotel,
Saigontourist Group has brought pho to the
place where they were staying and served
according to the taste as requested by the
doctor. All of this is meant as a meaningful
spiritual gift of Saigontourist Group to
show gratitude to doctors and nurses after
stressful working hours at field hospitals
and Covid-19 patient treatment areas.

The 5-star cuhnary team of the Rex Hotel prepares and cooks 5,000 bowls of pho to serve the frontline medical forces ﬁghtmg the
epidemic
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Ra d0i ngay 01/8/1975 va hién la
tap doan du lich hang dau tai viet
Nam, saigontourist group quan 1y
hon 100 don vi Khdch san, khu nghi
audng, nha hang, cong ty 1 hanh,
Khu vui choi gidi trf, tridng dao tao
du lich, khu trién 1am hoi nghi, hoi
thdo, san golf va truyén hinh cdp...

Established on 1 August 1975, Saigontourist
Group has been growing sustainably as one of
Vietnam’s leading hospitality groups with over 100
hotels, resorts, restaurants, travel agencies, theme
parks, hospitality college, convention center, golf 2
courses, cable television. . .

KHACHSAN
&KHUNGHIDUONG
HOTELS & RESORTS

REX HOTEL SAIGON

141 Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: rexhotel@rex.com.vn
Website: www.rexhotelsaigon.com

HOTEL MAJESTIC SAIGON
01 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: sales@majesticsaigon.com
Website: www.majesticsaigon.com

HOTEL GRAND SAIGON

08 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@hotelgrandsaigon.com
Website: www.hotelgrandsaigon.com

NEW WORLD SAIGON HOTEL
76 Le Lai St., Dist. 1, HCMC

Email: mai.tran@newworldhotels.com
Website: www.saigon.
newworldhotels.com

CARAVELLE SAIGON HOTEL
19-23 Lam Son Square, Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: hotel@caravellehotel.com
Website: www.caravellehotel.com
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SHERATON SAIGON

HOTEL & TOWERS

88 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: sheratonsaigon@sheraton.com
Website: www.marriott.com

KIM DO ROYAL HOTEL SAIGON
133 Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: hotel@royalhotelsaigon.com
Website: www.royalhotelsaigon.com

HOTEL CONTINENTAL SAIGON
132 - 134 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: continentalhotel@vnn.vn

Website: www.continentalsaigon.com

OSCAR SAIGON HOTEL

68A Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: oscarsaigonhotel@oscar-
saigonhotel.com

Website: www.oscar-saigonhotel.com

FIRST HOTEL

18 Hoang Viet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: sales@firsthotel.com.vn
Website: www.firsthotel.com.vn

ARC EN CIEL - BAT DAT
HOTEL GROUP

52 - 56 Tan Da St., Dist. 5, HCMC
Email: sales@thienhonghotel.vn
Website: www.arcencielhotel.com.vn

DONG KHANH HOTEL

02 Tran Hung Dao B St., Dist. 5,
HCMC

Email: sales@dongkhanhhotel.com
Website: www.dongkhanhhotel.com

LIBERTY CENTRAL

3B Floor, 63-65 Ham Nghi St., Dist. 1,
HCMC

Email: info@odysseahotels.com
Website: www.libertycentralhotels.com

SAIGON HOTEL CORPORATION
41 - 47 Dong Du St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@saigonhotel.com.vn
Website: www.saigonhotel.com.vn

BONG SEN CORPORATION

117 - 123 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email:
bongsencorp@bongsencorporation.com.vn
Website: www.bongsencorporation.com

THANH BINH HOTELS GROUP
512 Ly Thuong Kiet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: info@thanhbinhhotelsgroup.com

JSC THU DUC TRAVEL SERVICE
41 Nguyen Van Ba St., Binh Tho
Ward, Thu Duc Dist., HCMC

Email: dulichtd@vnn.vn

BINH CHAU HOT SPRINGS
RESORT

55 Avenue, Xuyen Moc, Ba Ria -
Vung Tau Province

Email:

sales@binhchauhotspringresort.com
Website:

www.binhchauhotspringresort.com

SAIGON - VINH LONG HOTEL
02 Trung Nu Vuong St., Vinh Long
City, Vinh Long Province

Email: info@saigonvinhlonghotel.com
Website: www.saigonvinhlonghotel.com



SAIGON - CAN THO HOTEL

55 Phan Dinh Phung St., Can Tho City
Email: saigoncanthohotel@gmail.com
Website: www.saigoncantho.com.vn

SAIGON - RACH GIA HOTEL

844 Nguyen Trung Truc St.,

Rach Gia City, Kien Giang Province
Email: info@saigonrachgiahotel.vn
Website: www.saigonrachgiahotel.vn

SAIGON - CON DAO RESORT

18 - 24 Ton Duc Thang St., Con Dao,
Ba Ria - Vung Tau Province

Email: booking@saigoncondao.com
Website: www.saigoncondaoresort.com

SAIGON - PHU QUOC

RESORT & SPA

62 Tran Hung Dao St., Duong Dong
Town, Phu Quoc Dist., Kien Giang
Province

Email:
reservation@vietnamphuquoc.com
Website: www.sgphuquocresort.com.vn

HO COC BEACH RESORT

Bung Rieng, Xuyen Moc,

Ba Ria -Vung Tau Province

Email: sales@hococbeachresort.com
Website: www.hococbeachresort.com

SAIGON - MUI NE RESORT

56 - 97 Nguyen Dinh Chieu St.,
Ham Tien Ward, Phan Thiet, Binh
Thuan Province

Email: sgmn@saigonmuineresort.com
Website: www.saigonmuineresort.com

SAIGON - DALAT HOTEL

02 Hoang Van Thu St., Da Lat City
Email: rsvn@saigondalat.com
Website: www.saigondalathotel.com

SAIGON - NINH CHU

HOTEL & RESORT

19 An Duong Vuong St., Khanh Hai
Town, Ninh Hai District,

Ninh Thuan Province

Email:
sales@saigonninhchuhotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonninhchuhotel.com.vn

YASAKA SAIGON NHATRANG
RESORT HOTEL & SPA

18 Tran Phu St., Nha Trang City
Email: info@yasakasaigonnhatrang.com
Website:
www.yasakasaigonnhatrang.com

SAIGON - BAN ME HOTEL

1-3 Phan Chu Trinh St.,

Buon Ma Thuot City, Daklak Province
Email: info@saigonbanmehotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonbanmehotel.com.vn

SAIGON - PHU YEN HOTEL

541 Tran Hung Dao St., Tuy Hoa City,
Phu Yen Province

Email: sales@saigonphuyenhotel.vn
Website: www.saigonphuyenhotel.vn

SAIGON - QUY NHON HOTEL
24 Nguyen Hue St., Le Loi Ward,
Quy Nhon City, Binh Dinh Province
Email:
sales3@saigonquynhonhotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonquynhonhotel.com.vn

SAIGONTOURANE HOTEL

05 Dong Da St., Hai Chau District,
Da Nang City

Email: saigontourane.dng@gmail.com
Website: www.saigontourane.com.vn

HOTEL SAIGON - MORIN

30 Le Loi St., Hue City

Email: info@morinhotels.com.vn
Website: www.morinhotel.com.vn

SAIGON - DONG HA HOTEL

01 Bui Thi Xuan St., Dong Ha City,
Quang Tri Province

Email: booking@saigondonghahotel.com
Website: www.saigondonghahotel.com

SAIGON - PHONG NHA HOTEL
DT20, Son Trach, Bo Trach,

Quang Binh Province

Email: sgphongnha@sgqgbtourist.com
Website:
www.sggbtourist.com/phongnha

SAIGON - KIM LIEN JSC

25 Quang Trung St., Vinh City,
Nghe An Province

Email: sgklna@saigonkimlien.com.vn
Website: www.saigonkimlien.com.vn

SAIGON - QUANG BINH HOTEL

20 Quach Xuan Ky St., Dong Hoi City,
Quang Binh Province

Email: sgquangbinh@sggbtourist.com
Website: www.sggbtourist.com

SAIGON - BAN GIOC RESORT
Ban Gioc, Dam Thuy Town,

Trung Khanh Dist., Cao Bang Province
Email: saigonbangiocresort@gmail.com
Website: www.saigonbangiocresort.com

SAIGON - BA BE RESORT

Ba Be National Park, Khang Ninh
Town, Ba Be Dist., Bac Kan Province
Email: sales@saigonbaberesort.com
Website: www.saigonbaberesort.com

SAIGON - HA LONG HOTEL

168 Ha Long St., Bai Chay Ward,
Ha Long City, Quang Ninh Province
Email: info@saigonhalonghotel.com
Website: www.saigonhalonghotel.com

MAJESTIC - MONG CAI HOTEL
5 Hoa Binh St., Tran Phu Ward,
Mong Cai City, Quang Ninh Province
Email: salesmarketing@majestic-
mongcaihotel.com

Website:

www.majestic-mongcaihotel.com

SAIGON - PHU THO HOTEL

17A Tran Phu St., Gia Cam Ward,
Viet Tri City, Phu Tho Province
Email: info@saigonphuthohotel.com
Website: www.saigonphuthohotel.com
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OUR

NETWORK

DICH VU LUHANH
TRAVEL SERVICES

SAIGONTOURIST TRAVEL
SERVICE (MAIN OFFICE)

45 Le Thanh Ton St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@saigontourist.net
Website: www.saigontourist.net

CHOLON TOURIST

JOINT STOCK COMPNAY

787 Tran Hung Dao St., Dist. 5, HCMC
Email: lienhe@cholontourist.vn
Website: www.cholontourist.com.vn

AMTHUC
GASTRONOMY

BINH QUOI TOURIST VILLAGE
1147 Binh Quoi St., Binh Thanh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: kinhdoanh@binhquoi.vn
Website: www.binhquoi.vn

BINH QUOI TOURIST VILLAGE
1,2, 3 - TAN CANG TOURIST
VILLAGE

A100 Ung Van Khiem St.,

Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC

VAN THANH TOURIST VILLAGE
48/10 Dien Bien Phu St.,
Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC

SAIGON SHIP

(FLOATING RESTAURANT)
Gate 3 - Bach Dang Wharf, end of
Nguyen Hue St., District 1, HCMC
Email: tausaigon@binhquoi.vn
Hotline: 0901.889.706
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VUI CHOIL GIAI'TR{
AMUSEMENT

SAIGON EXHIBITION &
CONVENTION CENTER

799 Nguyen Van Linh Ave., Dist. 7,
HCMC

Email: secc@secc.com.vn

Website: www.secc.com.vn

SAIGONTOURIST CABLE
TELEVISION CO. LTD.

31-33 Dinh Cong Trang St., Dist. 1,
HCMC

Website: www.sctv.com.vn

DAM SEN CULTURAL PARK

03 Hoa Binh St., Dist. 11, HCMC
Email:
congvienvanhoadamsen@gmail.com
Website: www.damsenpark.vn

VAM SAT ECOLOGICAL
TOURIST SITE

Vam Sat Tourist Site, Ly Nhon,
Can Gio Dist., HCMC

Email: kdlvamsat@gmail.com
Website: www.vamsat.vn

VIETNAM GOLF & COUNTRY
CLUB

Long Thanh My Ward, Dist. 9, HCMC
Email: sales@vietnamgolfce.com
Website: www.vietnamgolfce.com

CLUBS

DYNASTY CLUB

(Rex Hotel Saigon)

M CLUB

(Hotel Majestic Saigon)

GRAND CLUB

(Hotel Grand Saigon)
PARADISE CLUB

(First Hotel)

VEGAS CLUB

(Caravelle Saigon Hotel)

CHATS SLOT GAMING CENTER
(New World Saigon Hotel)
PALAZZO CLUB

(Sheraton Saigon Hotel & Towers)
GM CLUB

(Saigon - Mui Ne Resort)

TRUONG
DAOTAODULICH
ACADEMY

SAIGONTOURIST HOSPITALITY
COLLEGE

23/8 Hoang Viet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: admin@sthc.edu.vn
Website: www.sthe.edu.vn



