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KHAM PHA

Nhung do khong phai L3
“yéu tir cai nhin dau tién”

Piém dén lam t6i hao hic va trong
doi nhat trong chuyén hanh trinh 1a
rung tric Arashiyama. Noi day da
tiing duge kénh truyén hinh CNN
binh chon ndm trong “top 100 con
duong dep nhat thé giéi”. Tham chi
tiéng gi6é théi ri rao qua nhiing rang
tric cing duge Bo Moi trucong Nhat
Ban xé&p vao 1 trong 100 “canh quan
am thanh” cta xt s6 mét tréi moc.

Nhung nhiing gi téi duge trai
nghiém lai hoan toan khac so véi
binh chon. Vi riing tric qué néi tiéng,
lai dudc mién phi vé vao cdng, nén
khach du lich dén day c6 18 ciing
nhiéu ngang ngta véi.. s6 lugng cay
trac trong rung! Am thanh ma toi
nghe dugc nhiéu nhat 14 tiéng khach
du lich goi nhau 1 6i ¢4 moi ngén ngfi,
khung cdnh ma téi chiém ngudng la
bién ngudi chen chic khip bén bé.
“Khéng, day chic chin khéng phai
la rung trdc Arashiyama ma minh
muén dén” - toi lic ddu thAm nghi.

Nhit dinh khéng bo cude, toi
quyét dinh quay lai ring tric vao
sang s6m hom sau. Va toi da khong
phai that vong. Sau mét dém mét
nhoai tiép d6n khach du lich, ring
trdc trd lai vé thanh tinh vén c6 duéi
anh binh minh. Nhiing thin cay
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tric cao vit néi tiép nhau tao thanh
khoang khong gian xanh mat 6m 4p
14y chiing t6i, tiéng gi6 ri rao nhu mot
bai hat ngdn nga gitia thién nhién ma
ching ngusi nghé si nao c6 thé bit

chuée duge. Téi chgt nhan ra, riung
tric vAn & d6 thoi, n6 ching thay déi
gi ca. Nhung chi khi 1ong minh diu lai
gitia bon bé 6 tap, t6i méi kham pha
dugc vé dep ki diéu ay.




Nhiing budc chan tim vé
binh yén

Mang tradi nghiém méi bén
minh, téi ti€p tuc tim vé Chua Vang
Kinkakuji, ngdi ¢ tu néi tiéng da
duge UNESCO coéng nhan 1a Di san
van hoa thé giéi. Khung canh noi day
lap ttc khién t6i say mé, ngoi Chua
Vang véi hai tAng trén ciing dugc bao
phtt hoan toan bing vang 14, hién

lén sang bling va néi bat gitia nhiing
ring phong d0 ruc mau hoang hén.
Canh vat lai cang thém lung linh khi
né phan chiéu 14p 16a xuéng mit hd
tinh lang. Chua Vang Kinkakuji dugc
x4y dung tu ndm 1393 nhu mot noi
nghi dudng ctia tudng quan Ashikaga
Yoshimitsu, vi th& né6 mang mot nét
quy toc rat dic trung vao thoi diém
d6. Qua bao thang tram lich st, noi
day da thanh mét dia diém néi tiéng
cho viéc tu tap va du lich tam linh.

Néu btic tranh Chua Vang
Kinkakuji vao thu chua da ha guc
trai tim du khach, t6i sé khong ngai
dua ban dén dén Kifune, ndi t6i cam
thay ung ¥ nhat trong chuyén hanh
trinh. Pén Kifune 14 noi thd than
nude, va ciing 14 ngdi dén thd ¢d kinh
nhét trong s6 450 ngdi dén trén khip
nuéc Nhat. Dén duge xay dung vao
nam 1055, dén nay van giii nguyén
ven kién tric xa xua. Con dudng
bac thang dan 1én ngdi dén dudc bao
quanh bdi hang cAy phong dé ryc rd
va nhiing ngon dén 1éng dudc xép
ngay ngén doc hai bén. Khung canh
c6 phan Iong lay xen lan huyén 2o,
khién cho mdi budc chan tré nén
cham lai. Téi d#t may hinh xudng va
léing 18 thu hé&t moi chiéu khéng gian
nay vao trong ky tic, cAm nhéan tiing
nhip bdi héi rung déng trudc mot
tuyét tac mé hodc.

AUTUMN 2023 107




108 SAVOUR VIETNAM

L-&__ et s

Ngudi Nhat khong Lanh Ling

Dé trong gibng mot ngudi Nhat,
cach don gian nhat 14 dén phd Gion
trai nghiém maic kimono. Téi chon
mot tiém cho thué kimono ngiu nhién
trén pho. Chu tiém rat nhiét tinh tu
vAn mau sic, phu kién, hé trg téi mic
lén nguoi va cd lam téc niia. Qua
trinh “bién hoa” mit gdn mot tiéng
va vo ciing ciu ki, béi tiém mudn chic
chén tbi trong xinh dep nhat trong bo
trang phuc truyén théng cta ho.

Khoac 1én minh bd kimono va hoa
vao khong khi hoai ¢d cta Kyoto véi
nhiing ngdi nha gd, quan tra dao va
cac nha hang theo phong cach ¢6 dién,
t61 th&y minh ching khac nao mot o
gai Nhat xuyén khéng vé qua khi.
Nhat 14 khi bo kimono khong cho phép
t6i di nhanh, moi cti ddng déu phai ti
ton va cham rai, vén 1la phong cach
quen thudc ctia phu nit Nhat.

Nhung dé trd thanh mét ngudi Nhat
that sy, to1 nghi minh van con kém xa
14m. An tugng sdu dam cta t6i vé& nguoi
Nhat d6 chinh 14 sy nghiém khéc, dén
mtic doi khi lanh ling. Khi vira dat chan
dén san bay, ching tdi tim dén ga tau
dién dé di vé khéach san nhung ding vao
gi6 déng ctia ctia chuyén cuéi cting, thuc
t& 1a chi cham hon 10 gidy théi, nhung




ngudi canh ga van lanh lung déng ctia
méc cho t6i ndn ni hét 16i. Bai hoc cho sy
cham 10 gidy 1a cudc taxi vé khach san
mét 5 triéu dong.

LAn thi hai 1a khi mua tour tham
quan mot ngay va bi lac dudng, thanh
ra t6i tré mat 5 phiit so véi gio tap
trung cua doan. Mac du da hét 1oi
giai thich va gap ngudi cti dau xin 161,
nhung t6i chi nhan dugc su im ling
dang sg. Phai roi, tré 10 gidy da khong
thé ctiu van thi tré 5 phut 1a qua stic

kinh khting so v6i ngusi Nhat.

Nhung néu khéng vugt qua “lin
ranh d8”, thi khong phai ngudi Nhat
nao ciing lanh lung. T6i van biét on
mét chd 16n tudi khéng hé biét tiéng
Anh, nhung khi thay t6i hoang loan vi
lac dudng, chd da tran an va dét toi di
tim doan cho dén khi chic chin minh
da 1én duge ding xe. Hay mot chi nguai
Nhat vo cing dang yéu da dé nghi gitp
t61 mua vé xe buyt vi toi trong kha ling
ting trudc bang huéng dan toan bing

tiéng Nhat. Khi biét t6i mua nham hai
vé, chi nhat dinh doi dit t6i ra bac tai
va nho théi lai tién, mac du gia tri vé
ching déng bao nhiéu. D6 chinh la
ngudi Nhat, vo ciing nghiém khic khi
ban anh huéng dén thdi gian ctia ho,
nhung cling sin sang bod thdi gian quy
bau dé gitp d6 ban trong lic khé khan.

Trd vé tu Kyoto, t6i mang theo
minh sy binh yén noi tan ciy 14 do va
c bai hoc vé viéc s6 hitu thoi gian cua
ngudi dan nai day.
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But it’s not “love at first sight”

The destination that excited
me the most, and the one I looked
forward to on the journey was the
Arashiyama Bamboo Grove. This
place was once voted by CNN as one
of the top 100 best roads in the world.
Even the sound of wind as it blows
through the bamboo groves is also
classified by the Japanese Ministry
of Environment in the list of 100
“sound landscapes” of the land of the
rising sun.

But what I experienced was
completely different from the rating.
Because the bamboo forest is so
famous, and the entrance is free, the
number of tourists that come here
is probably equal to.. the number
of bamboo trees in the forest! The
sound that I heard the most was the
sound of tourists calling each other
in every language, the scene that I
was left to contemplate was the sea
of people that crowded the area. “No,
this is definitely not the Arashiyama
bamboo forest that I want to visit,” I
thought, shaking my head.

Determined not to give up, I
decided to return to the bamboo forest
early the next morning. And it did
not disappoint me this time. After a

tiring night of welcoming tourists, the
bamboo forest returns to its inherent
peacefulness under the light of dawn.
The towering bamboo trunks stand
next to one another to form a green
space that embraces us while the
sound of wind whispers like a song
in the middle of nature that no artist
can imitate. I suddenly realized, the
bamboo forest is still there, it hadn’t
changed at all. But it was only when
my heart calmed down in the midst of
all the chaos that I could discover its
magical beauty.

AUTUMN 2023 111



DISCOVERY

Footsteps to peace

Carrying a new experience
with me, I continued to search for
the Kinkakuji Golden Pavilion, a
famous ancient temple recognized by
UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.
I was immediately captivated by the
scenery here. The golden temple’s
top two floors are completely covered
with gold leaf, appearing bright and
prominent among the red maple
trees at sunset. The scene is even
more shimmering when the temple
reflects brightly on the calm lake
surface. Kinkakuji Golden Pavilion
was built in 1393 as a vacation home
for the shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu,
making it very characteristic of the
aristocracy of that period. Through
many historical ups and downs, this
place has become famous for spiritual
practice and tourism.
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If the picture of Kinkakuji Golden
Pavilion in autumn is not enough to
win your heart, I will not hesitate to
take you to Kifune Shrine, where I
felt most satisfied with my journey.
Kifune Shrine is dedicated to the
god of water and is also the oldest
of the 450 shrines across Japan. The
temple was built in 1055 and still
retains its ancient architecture. The
stairway leading up to the temple
is surrounded by rows of vibrant
red maples and lanterns are neatly
lined up on both sides. The scenery
is splendid and fanciful, which makes
onlookers slow their pace as they
walk through here. I put down the
camera and quietly absorbed these
dimensions into my memory, feeling
every beat of the vibrations before a
mesmerizing masterpiece.

Japanese people are not cold

To look like a dJapanese, the
easiest way is to go to Gion Street to
experience wearing a kimono. I picked
a random kimono rental shop down
the street. The owner of the shop was
very enthusiastic as they advised on
the colors, accessories, while helping
me to put on the outfit and even
do my hair. The “transformation”
process took almost an hour and was
extremely complicated because the
salon wanted to make sure I looked
my best in their traditional clothing.

Dressedinakimonoandimmersed
in the nostalgic atmosphere of Kyoto
with its wooden houses, teahouses,
and classical-style restaurants, I
felt like a Japanese girl traveling to
the past. Especially as the kimono
wouldn’t allow me to move very fast,
every movement must be slow and
leisurely, which is a familiar trait of
Japanese women.

But to become a real Japanese,
I think I'm still far behind. My deep
impression of the Japanese is their
strictness, to the point of being cold
at times. As soon as we arrived at the
airport, we went to the metro station to
return to the hotel, but it was right at
the closing time of the last train, in fact,
I was only 10 seconds behind, but the
station attendant still coldly closed the
door despite my pleas. The price we had
to pay for being 10 seconds late was a 5
million VND taxi ride to the hotel.

My second lesson was when I
bought a one-day tour and got lost, so
I was 5 minutes late for the meeting
time of the group. Even though I ran



out of explanations and bowed my head
in apology, all I received was an eerie
silence. That’s right, if being 10 seconds
late is unsavory, then 5 minutes late
must be horrific to the Japanese.

But if you don’t cross the “red
line,” not all Japanese are cold. I
am still grateful to an elderly uncle
who did not speak English, but when
he saw that I was panicking as I
realized I was lost, he reassured me
and led me to find the group until
I was sure I got in the right car. Or
a very lovely Japanese woman who
offered to help me buy a bus ticket
because I looked quite confused by
the instructions in Japanese. When
she found out that I accidentally

bought two tickets, she insisted on
taking me to the driver and asking
for a refund, even though the ticket
value was not that much. That’s how
the Japanese are, extremely strict
when you affect their time, but also
willing to give valuable time to help
you in difficult circumstances.

Returning from Kyoto, I brought
with me the peace of the red-leaf
trees and the lesson about how people
here manage their time.
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diem dung chan me hoac tren “Con duong to lua

Hanh trinh tiép ndi vé “Con duting ta lua” khong the nao khdng nhic dén Georgia, mdt diem son quan trong
ctia viing dat nam vat minh qua day Kavkaz hiing vy.
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hiing ngdi lang ¢6 va tu vién
noi tiéng 6 Georgia sé nhéic ta

nhé vé nhiing ddu chan cua
doan lac da ndm xua trén “Con ducng
to lua” huyén thoai cung véi nhiing
thanh tyu vin minh ryc rd cia nhan
loai. Georgia sé khién ddu chan lia
khach lac nhip khi né khong chi mé
ho#c bdéi nhiing diéu xua cii ma con
khién ta cuén hit béi nhip séng méi
mé, gidu ban sic riéng.

Pay 14 1an dau tién t6i kham pha
con dudng huyén thoai nay bang hinh
thtic tu 1ai xe. Mot quyét dinh kha tao
bao, vi noi day dia hinh nhiéu d6i doc
quanh co uén lugn, ddc biét 12 nhiing

khu vuc len 18i trong day ntdi tuyét
Kavkaz v6i 6 cao trung binh 2000-
3000 mét phan chia ranh gi6i gitia
hai chau luc Au - A.

T Oman, ching t6i bit dau hanh
trinh dén san bay quéc té Thilisi,
thu d6 cia Georgia. San bay Georgia
khéng qua hao nhoang nhung ciing
ddy da dich vu cho khach du lich tu
tic dén tham quan, trai nghiém &
vung dat nay, vi du nhu dich vu cho
thué xe ty l14ai hay cung cdp sim dién
thoai cho du khéch ngay tai cong dén
cua san bay.

Mtskheta: Thanh phad Lich sif
cd xua nhit Georgia

Hanh trinh cta ching toi bit dau

ti thanh phd Mtskheta trong mot
bubi chiéu ddy suong mi, giang

cd con duong déo udn

lugn trén cao. Chi

v6i 10 trinh

khoang 42 km, ching t6i phai mat
hon mot gid dong hé dé dén véi khu
nha nghi ndm ven theo con sudi 6
khu vuc trung tAm thanh cd cé tudi
doi trén 3000 ndm.

Co6 chti nha tén Elene véi tiéng
Anh bap be da vui ming dén ching
t61 va bao ring day la lan dau co 4y
don mot doan khach tu Vit Nam. Khi
ching t6i dat cAu hoéi, ¢d vui vé giai
thich y nghia tén ctua nguoi Georgia
do anh hudng bdi lich st 1au doi caa
dat nudc, nén tén ¢ day c6 ngudn goc
tat Hy Lap, Iran, Do Thai hay tén
cic vi thanh trong dao Co déc Chinh
thong. Tén Elene theo tiéng Hy Lap
6 c6 nghia 1a “anh sang”, 4nh sang
cua dtc tin.

Sau d6, Elene chiéu dai ching t6i
bing mén khinkali nghi ngit khéi,
12 mén an truyén thong cua ngudi
Georgia c6 ti hang nghin nam trude,
khi cac thuong nhan lac da dat chan
dén thanh phd nay. Ho mang theo
nhiing mén an tan xt Triéu Tién,
Trung Hoa va dugc bién tdu dan
thanh mén banh phd bién ctia ngusi
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dan viung Kavkaz. Bi quyét cia mén
dn la nhan thit dugc uép thom ngon,
khi hap banh phai gitt mong nudc bén
trong va 4o bing 1ép vo banh phai
dai, déo. Elene con tu hao bao ring
hau nhu khach du lich trd lai nha
tro nay nhiéu lan béi ho “nhé” huong
thom ctia mén khinkali do ¢6 chti nha
tu lam.

Thanh phd Mtskheta tiing 1a tha
d6 cta vuong qudc c8 dai Iberia tir
thé ky tha III trude cong nguyén téi
thé ky tht V sau céng nguyén. Day
1a noi Kitd gido c6 mit rat sém va
dugc coi 12 quéc gido tif nim 317 sau
cong nguyén. Cho dén ngay hém nay,
thanh phd ¢8 Mtskheta van 1a tru sé
ctua Gido hoi Tong truyén Chinh thong
Georgia. Tt dau thé ky thit VI, méc di
khong con 14 thi d6 nhung Mtskheta
van duge ding lam ndi t8 chic cac 18
dang quang cling nhu noi chén cat caa
nhiéu vi vua Georgia. Viéc nay dugc
dién ra trong sudt nhiéu thé ky cho
dén khi ch&m dit thoi ky viong quyén
vao thé ky thi XIX.

Khu nha tro c6 mai hién gitp
chung t6i ngdm kién tric doc déo
dam chat Gothic cia nha tho chinh
toa Svetitskhoveli trong budi sang
sém, khi nhiing chu se sé bit dau
lanh 16t trong man suong viia tan.
Nhiing nha ths & day 1a su két hop
khéo léo kiéu méai vom cb dién véi
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phong cach kién tric La Ma nguyén
thiily da hinh thanh nén phong cach
vom chéo kiéu Georgia rat dic sic.
That dang kinh ngac khi biét ring
nhiing céng trinh kién tric é day cé
tubi doi da hon ngan nam. Néu nhu
thanh dudng Svetitskhoveli dge xay
dung tur thé ky tha XI thi tu vién
Jvari duge xay dung tir tan thé ky
thtt VI, ndm trén mét dinh d6i, noi
hoi tu ctia hai con séng Aragvi va
Kura dugc nhic dén trong than thoai
Hy Lap, dén nay van con dugc bao
téon giAn nhu nguyén ven. Elene cho
biét, vao nhiing ky 1&, rat dong tin do

Kitb gido dd hanh huong dén nha tho
Thanh nay dé chiém ngudng chiéc 4o
choang cua Chia Jesus duge luu git
ndi day.

Thil d6 Thilisi: Hoa trdn giifa
cii vo mdi

Tit ddu thé ky thi VI, vua Dachi I
Ujarmeli da doi tha d6 ti thanh phé
¢6 Mtskheta t6i thanh phd Tbilisi.
Tht d6 c6 tén cii 1a “Tbili,” c6 nghia
14 &m 4p, bdi s6 hitu nhiing dong sudi
khoang néng tu nhién duéi long dat.




Hién thanh ph6 van con nhiing phong
tdm hoi kiéu truyén théng ciia ngudi
Ba Tu ma khi xua cac thuong gia Ba
Tu dén thuong ghé qua.

Chung t6i 14i xe len 161 qua nhiing
con doc 40 dd, hep va dudc 16t bang
da trong khu phé c6. D& dang tim
mot chd dau xe dé kham pha nhiing
nét bi 4n vi noi day timg 1a diém giao
thuong t4p nap khach thuong hd, gié
day da thanh thanh phé da sic toc,
v6i nén van héa kha da dang. Co
hoc trd ctia t6i cho biét day chinh 1a
ndi vg chéng ban 8y da lam 18 cuéi,
véi ngudi chong mang dong mau Sri
Lanka trong mo6t thanh duong Kito
gido ngay khu phé trung tam.

Mot trong nhiing diéu an tudng
nhét tai day 1a cac lau dai ¢6 ndm rai
rac va nhiing thanh duoéng nhudém
mau réu phong, nhiing ngbéi nha
gb trong pho déu dugc trang tri bdi
nhiing chau hoa nhd & ctia s6 hay ban
cong. Chung t6i danh hdn mot budi
chiéu dé tan bo trén con dudng day
14, ngdm nhin nhiing ldu dai nghiéng
minh bén dong séng Mtkvari tho
mong hay “lac” vao khu chg ban cac
loai tham d4y séc mau, nhiing khu
ban qua luu niém theo phong cach xi
Ba Tu ddc dao. Ngusi Georgia rat coi
trong cai dep vi th& nhiing con phd
ban db thu céng khong qua cao cip
nhung cac gian hang déu duge cham
chut ky ludng, sép xép gon gang day
tinh thim my vé mau séc.

An tugng ctia toi vé thu do Thilisi
la nhiing thanh keo churchkhela
dugc treo thanh tung chum nhiéu
mau, ma thoat dau t6i nham tudng
1a cac thanh lap xudng, dudc bay ban
khép ndi. T6i bit ddu nghe anh chang
ban keo tu hao vé ngudn goc ciling
nhu nhiing thanh keo da trd thanh di

san cua thé giéi. Chuyén ké ring khi
Thilisi tré thanh tha phd, cac thuong
nhan Ba Tu d& dem cay 6c ché dén
Georgia va cung véi hat phi ban dia
tao thanh nhiing thd hat thom ngon
ma chi ¢6 thd nhudng noi ddy méi tao
thanh mot cip bai tring, thoa stic cho
nhiing nghé nhan ché bién. Hat diung
lam nhan con day budc la nhiing
soi day nho biu tugng cho dic tin
v6i Chda. Vao nhiing dip cudi nam,
ngudi dan Georgia bt dau ché bién
nhiing loai keo tir nhiing nguyén liéu
nay dé an dan trong mua déng va kéo
dai dén tan nam sau. Anh ban hang
say sua ké ring keo churchkhela néi
tiéng cad vung Kavkaz nhung chi ¢
Georgia méi 1a noi c6 nhiing mé keo
thugng hang thom lting.

Kazhegi: Vién kim cuong
d mien hién vién

T tha d6 Thilisi, ching tbéi bét
d4du hanh trinh d&n Kazbegi, ving
dat xinh dep, giap véi mién Nam nuée
Nga ma ban c6 thé thdy trong bat
ky &n phadm nao vé du lich Georgia.
Chiing t6i nghi ngoi trong mot ngdi
nha gd c6 gac mai & trung tim thi
tran Stepantsminda nhd bé 4n minh
duéi day nui Kavkaz hung vi, ndm
doc trén con dudng quin sy Georgia
thude khu vuc Pong Bic Georgia.
Puge xay dung chi yéu bing da
halcyon, ngdi lang néi tiéng véi nha
tho Chua Ba Ngoi Gergeti cé lich st
tit thé ky XIV ndm 6 d6 cao khoang
2.170 mét so véi muc nude bién, ciing
v6i canh quan cta ndi Kazbek phu
day tuyét tréng trén nén trdi xanh
trong giong khung canh than thoai.

Hoém sau, ching téi lai xe khéng
biét qua bao khic quanh dé dit chan
lén dinh nui khi mét trdi con 14p 16 sau
nhiing réng tuyét son. Nha tho Gergeti
duge xay dung vao thé ky XIV va la
nha thd mai xéo duy nhat é tinh Khevi.
Trong thoi ky xAm lude ciia quian Ba
Tu & thé ky XVIIIL, nhiing di tich quy
gia ti Mtskheta trong d6 dang chu y 1a
cay Thap gia Saint Nino da dugc mang
t6i day dé bao quan. Anna, c6 cht nha
tro véi hai ¢6 con gai xinh nhu bip bé
da mach véi ching t6i rang: “Néu ban
dén nhiing tia ning dau tién & Gergeti
s€ giip ban quén di nhiing khé khan,
mudn phién va huéng dén nhiing diéu
thién lanh, tét dep”.
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Imereti: Viing dat di san tuyét dep

Ngay ké tiép, chiing t6i tiép tuc
hanh trinh d&n véi vung Imereti,
mot khu vue rong 16n phia Tay va
déng dan bac nhit 6 Georgia. Ving
nay bao gdm 11 quan va thanh phd
Kutaisi 12 thu pht cta khu wvuc.
Imereti c6 mot lich st lau doi véi
dau vét cudc séng con ngudi duge ghi
nhan tir thoi ky d6 da ci. Noi day,
nhiéu nén vin minh da dugc hinh
thanh cung véi bao bién dong lich
st. Chinh vi vay, vin héa ctia ving
Imereti rat khac biét va da dang.

Kutaisi 1a thanh phé 16n tht hai
ctua Georgia, sau thu d6 Thilisi, quyén
rii bdi nhiing con dudng rgp béng cay
nga mau khi thu vé, nhiing ngdi nha
tt thé ky XIX va ca nhiing tu vién,
cung dién cd nguy nga, rat trang 1é toa
lac trén nhiing ngon d4i nhin xudng
nhiing thung ling tra phd. Khi tham
Nha tho chinh toa Bagrati, ching toi
lam quen v6i mot nhém sinh vién kién
tric ban dia khi thay ho dang ngbi
phéc thao lai cong trinh kién triic nay.
Ho giai thich vi sao nha thd va tu vién
Gelati tting bi dua vao danh sach di
san dang bi de doa.

Theo 16i ho, ddy 12 mét nha thd cd,
cung v6i tu vién Gelati duge xem 1a
nhiing biéu tugng doc ddo cta thanh
phé Kutaisi. Cong trinh kién tric
nay dudc xay dung trong thé ky tha
XI duéi thoi ky cai tri ciia vua Bagrat
IIT va 1a mot kiét tac trong lich su
kién tric thoi Trung ¢d Georgia. Nam
1692 trong cudc xdm luge cia quan
Ottoman, nha tho da bi tan pha ning
né, cdc mai vom sup d6, phan tudng
cting hu hai nhiéu. Con tu vién Gelati
dude x4y dung nhiing nim dau thé
ky XII. Tu vién c6 mot Vién Han 1am,
tai diy c6 nhiing nha khoa hoc, than
hoc va triét hoc ndi tiéng hang dau &
Georgia.

Tu vién Gelati con s6 hiiu rat
nhiéu tranh tudng va cac ban viét
tay tu thé& ky XII téi thé ky XVII. Tu
vién ciing 14 noi chon cat nhiéu vua
chia, trong dé c6 vua David II. Béi
su ndi tiéng cta cong trinh kién tric
nay ma noi ddy duge dau tu tu bd
thuong xuyén. Tuy nhién chinh viéc
tu b8 khéng theo nguyén géc lam
mat di tinh toan ven cua céng trinh
lai 12 1y do dé di s&n nay bi dua vao
danh sach nhiing di san thé& giéi bi
de doa.

Batumi: Hon ngoc cia hién Ben

Hanh trinh ti&n vé bién Den dé
tiép can Batumi, th d6 cia nuée cong
hoa tu tri Ajara thuoc Georgia, dién
ra sau quyét dinh chéng vanh tu 16i
gdi ¥ ctia cac ban sinh vién hom trudc.
Chinh nguti Georgia cling phai kinh
ngac khi Batumi d4 trai qua mét cude
16t x4c dang kinh ngac trong nhiing
nam gan day. Pat cude vao du lich,
thanh phé dang trd thanh mot trong
nhiing diém d&n méi néi 6 chau Au.

Chung t6i 141 xe trén mét doan
dudng ven bd bién Pen trude khi ddt
chan vao thanh phs. O day nét cd
kinh va hién dai dan xen hai hoa mot
cach hoan hdo. Trén cac duong phd
va quang trudng cua thanh phé cd,
ban dudng nhu c6 thé hit thd lich st
cta nd, bén canh nhiing tda nha choc
trdi sang trong, khéng 16 bén bd bién.
Chung t61 chon lya cach tham quan
thanh phé bing cap treo, mot phuong
tién cong cdong kha thad vi vi dia hinh
ddi nidi 6 khu vic nay.

Du6i tAm m&t, Batumi hién 1én
nhiing cong trinh kién trdc hién dai,
nhiing tdoa nha choc trdi thiét k& “ky
la” khéng khac gi thu d6 Baku cta

Hitg




nuéc lang giéng Azerbaijan hay mot
Dubai 6 Trung Déng. Téi an tuong
béi toa thap Alphabetic. N6 thé hién
su doc ddo cua bang chii cai va con
nguoi Georgia. Toa nha cao 130 mét
v6i k&t cdu bén ngoai thiét k& md
phéng chudi DNA chiia 33 chit cai
ctia bang chii cai Georgia. Bén trong
14 truc thang may dan dén dinh cta
tda nha, ti day c6 thé phéng tdm
nhin toan canh khu trung tim cta
Batumi. Xa xa trong tAm mét la bic

tugng do6i tinh nhan “Ali va Nino”,
duge xem nhu bidu tugng cta thanh
phé bién xinh dep nay.

Thé gi6i da thay d6i rit nhiéu sau
dai dich, nhung Batumi van Am tham
phat trién dé lam phong phd thém
cho Georgia nhiéu diéu hap dan méi
bén canh nhiing di san kién tric tuyét
dep, phong canh nén tho nhu tranh
vé, nhitng mén &n c6 ban sic riéng
hay nhiing nét van hbéa da dang ti
“con duong t6 lua” nam nao.

Mot s thong tin du lich
Georgia

Visa Georgia va nhap canh: Hién nay,
du khach Viét Nam st dung chinh sach
visa dién t(f (E-visa) vdi chi phi 20 USD/
I4n, hodc mién visa néu ban dang s@
hdu visa con han clia mot so nudc phéat
trién nhu My, Canada, kh6i Schengen. ..
Link dang ky E-visa:
https://www.evisa.gov.ge

Ban vi tién té: Georgia sti dung dong
Lari (GEL), 1 USD tudng duang 2,6 GEL

Sim Card: Ban c6 thé mua tai san bay dé
dang véi chi phi khoang 10 GEL cho 4Gbs.

An udng: Thic &n & Georgia thudng
la thit, banh mi, hat va pho mai kha
nhigu. M6n &n hdp khdu vi nhét co 16
[ Khinkali, ¢6 thé tim thdy khdp ni véi
chi phi kha binh dan. M6t bia a@n trong
nha hang binh thudng tam 20 - 25 GEL/
nguoi 1a no. Ban ciing c6 thé thii mot vai
loai rudu vang xudt xd ti Georgia nhu
Jakeli Saperavi Unfiltered Dry Red 2012
hay Orgo Saperavi 2013 dugc lam ra
tl nhiing loai nho ngon va danh tiéng
nhat thé gidi.
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DISCOVERY

an Enchanting Stop on the "Silk Road

Continuing a journey on the “Silk Road,” one cannot fail to mention Georgia, an important

destination at the foot of the majestic Caucasus Mountains.
Text & Photos NGUYEN HOANG BAO
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he ancient villages and famous

monasteries of Georgia remind

us of the ancient camel
footprints that once trudged across the
legendary “Silk Road,” a testament to
the brilliant achievements of human
civilization. Georgia gives rhythm
to the footsteps of travels who are
fascinated not only by historic relics,
but also by the new tempo of this
country, rich in its own identity.

This is my first time exploring
this legendary road by driving
myself. A rather bold decision,
because here the terrain has many
steep and winding hills, especially
in the areas weaving through the
snowy Caucasus Mountains with
an average altitude of 3,000 meters,
serving as the boundary between the
two continents of Europe and Asia.

From Oman, we started our
journey to Thilisi International
Airport, the capital of Georgia. The
airport in Georgia is not too flashy,
but it still provides full of services
for self-sufficient tourists looking to
visit and experience this land, such
as car rental services or providing
phone sim cards for visitors right at
the arrival gate.




DISCOVERY

Mtskheta: Georgia’s oldest
historic city

Our journey began in the city
of Mtskheta on a foggy afternoon,
stretching along a winding pass. For
a route of 42 km, it took us over an
hour to reach the guesthouse located
near the stream in the center of the
3,000-year-old city.

The landlady named Elene
received us with joy in her limited
English and said that it was her first
time welcoming a group of tourists
from Vietnam. As we asked about
the origin of her name, she happily
explained that Georgian names are
influenced by the country’s long
history and an intermingling of
Greek, Iranian, dJewish cultures,
as well as the names of saints from
Orthodox Christianity. Therefore,
her name Elene in ancient Greek
means “light,” or light of faith.

Afterwards, Elene treated wus
to smoky khinkali, a Georgian
traditional dish that dates back
thousands of years, when camel
traders arrived in the city. They
brought dishes from Korea and
China, which gradually transformed
into the popular dumplings of the
Caucasus people. The secret of the
dish is that the meat is soaked in
a delicious marinade, and once
steamed, the dumplings must be
succulent inside with a soft and
flexible crust. Elene also proudly
noted that many tourists return to
her inn because they long for the
aroma of her very own khinkali.
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The city of Mtskheta was once
the capital of the ancient kingdom
of Iberia from the 3rd century BCE
to the 5th century CE. This is where
Christianity appeared very early and
has been considered the state religion
since 317 CE. To this day, the ancient
city of Mtskheta remains the seat of
the Georgian Orthodox and Apostolic
Church. From the beginning of the
6th century, although it was no longer
the capital, Mtskheta was still the
site of coronation ceremonies as well
as the burial place of many Georgian
kings. This tradition continued for
many centuries until the end of the
reign of kings in the 19th century.

The inn featured a porch that
allowed us to contemplate the
unique Gothic architecture of the
Svetitskhoveli Cathedral early in
the morning when the sparrows
begin to twitter in the clearing
mist. The churches here are a clever
combination of a classical dome-style
and Roman architecture, forming a
uniquely Georgian character with a
cross-arched design. It is amazing
to know that the structures here
are over a thousand years old. If the
Svetitskhoveli Cathedral was built in
the 11th century, the Jvari Monastery
was built in the 6th century on a
hilltop, where the two rivers Aragvi
and Kura converge, and this was also
mentioned in Greek mythology and
is still preserved almost intact until
now. Elene said, on holidays, large
numbers of Christians pilgrimage to
this holy church to admire the mantle
of Jesus that is kept here as a relic.

Thilisi Capital: where the old mixes
with the new

From the beginning of the 6th
century, King Dachi I Ujarmeli
moved the capital from the ancient
city of Mtskheta to the city of Thbilisi.
The capital was formerly known as
“Tbili,” which means warm, because
of 1its mnatural underground hot
mineral springs. In the city, there
are still traditional Persian saunas
that were frequented by Persian
merchants in the past.

We drove our way through 40
degree, narrow, stone-lined slopes
in the old town. It is easy to find a
parking spot to discover the mysterious
features because this place was once a
busy trading point for merchants and
has now become a multi-ethnic city of
diverse cultures. My student told me
that this is where she married her Sri
Lankan husband in a Christian church
in the middle of downtown.

One of the most impressive
features here is the scattered old
castles and moss-colored cathedrals,
while the wooden houses in the city
are decorated with small flowerpots
by the windows or on the balconies.
We spent an entire afternoon walking
on a leafy road, contemplating the
castles that lean against the poetic
Mtkvari River or “getting lost” in the
market that sold colorful carpets and
interesting Persian-style souvenirs.
Georgians attach great importance
to refinement, so even though those
streets that sell handicrafts are not
that high-end, each stall is carefully
cared for and arranged neatly in
aesthetic colors.



My impression of the capital city
of Thilisi is that churchkhela candy
bars are hung in colorful bunches
and sold everywhere, which at first, I
mistook for sausages. I began to hear
the candy guy boasting about the
origin of the candy bar as well as how
they have become a world heritage. It
is said that when Tbilisi became the
capital, Persian merchants brought
walnuts to Georgia and cross-bred
them with native hazelnuts to
produce a delicious nut that only
grow in this land, creating a perfect
pair of ingredients for artisans to
process. The nuts are used as the
kernel and the ties are the vine ropes
symbolizing faith with God. At the
end of the year, Georgians begin to
make candies from these ingredients
to gradually eat during the winter,
lasting until next year. The salesman
passionately said that churchkhela
is famous throughout the Caucasus
region, but only in Georgia are the
batches delicious and of high-quality.

Kazbegi:
the diamond in the horder land

From the capital of Tbilisi, we
began our journey to Kazbegi, the
beautiful land bordering the south
of Russia that you can read about
in any Georgian travel guide. We
rested in a log cabin with an attic
right in the center of the small town
of Stepantsminda, hidden under the
majestic Caucasus Mountains, along
the military road in the Northeast
region of Georgia. Built mainly of
halcyon stone, the village is famous

for the 14%* century Gergeti Trinity
Church located at an altitude of
about 2,170 meters above sea level,
along with the landscape of the snow-
capped Mount Kazbek on a sky-blue
backdrop that looks like a mythical
scene.

The next day, we drove through
many twists to reach the peak while
the sun was still shining through
the snowy mountains. Built in the
14th century, Gergeti Trinity Church
is the only cross-cupola church in
Khevi province. During the Persian
invasion in the 18th century, precious
relics from Mtskheta, notably the
Cross of Saint Nino, were brought
here for safekeeping. Anna, the
owner of the inn with two beautiful
doll-like daughters, told us: “If you

catch the first rays of sunshine in
Gergeti, it will help you forget your
hardships and sorrows and move you
towards good and fortunate things.”

Imereti: Land of Magnificent
Heritage

The next day, we continued our
journey to the Imereti region, the
largest and most populous western
region in Georgia. The region
consists of 11 municipalities and the
city of Kutaisi, the regional capital.
Imereti bears a long history with
traces of humanity recorded from
the Paleolithic period. Here, many
civilizations were formed along
with many wupheavals in history.
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Therefore, the culture of the Imereti
region is unlike any other.

Kutaisi is Georgia’s second
largest city, after the capital Thilisi,
and is charming with its tree-lined
streets that turn brilliant colors
in autumn, 19th century houses,
splendid ancient monasteries, and
elegant palaces located on the hills
overlooking luxuriant valleys. During
our visit to Bagrati Cathedral, we
became acquainted with a group
of local architecture students as
they sketched the cathedral. They
explain why the Gelati Church
and Monastery were once listed as
endangered sites.

According to the students, this
ancient church, along with the Gelati
Monastery are considered unique
symbols of the city of Kutaisi. This
structure was built in the 11th
century during the reign of King
Bagrat III and is a masterpiece of
medieval Georgian architecture. In
1692 during the Ottoman invasion,
the church was severely damaged,
collapsing the dome and destroying
the walls. The Gelati Monastery
was built in the early 12th century
and houses the Academy, which is
home to some of the most famous
Georgian scientists, theologians, and
philosophers.

Aside from Gelati Monastery’s
numerous murals and manuscripts
from the 12th to the 17th centuries,
it is also the royal burial site of
several kings, including King David
II. Because of the popularity of this
architectural work, this monastery
is regularly renovated. However,
it was the non-original restoration
that lost the integrity of the building,
becoming the main reason for this
site to be included in the list of World
Heritage in Danger.
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Batumi: Pearl of the Black Sea

The journey to the Black Sea
to reach Batumi, capital of the
Autonomous Republic of Adjara
of Georgia, took place after a
quick decision at the suggestion of
the students the day before. The
Georgians themselves must be
amazed that Batumi has undergone
an incredible makeover in recent
years. Betting on tourism, the
city is becoming one an emerging
destination of Europe.

We drove a bit of the road along
the Black Sea coast before setting
foot in the city where the old and
the new are interwoven in perfect
harmony. In the streets and squares
of the old city, you can breathe
its history alongside the colossal,
luxurious skyscrapers by the shore.
We chose to visit the city by cable car,
an interesting public transport due to
the mountainous terrain of this area.

As far as the eye can see, Batumi
shows off modern architecture,
skyscrapers with “bizarre” designs
that are no different from the capital
of Baku of neighboring Azerbaijan
or a Dubai in the Middle East. I was
impressed by the Alphabetic tower.
It represents the uniqueness of the
Georgian alphabet and people. The
building is 130 meters tall with
an exterior structure designed to
simulate a DNA that contains 33
letters of the Georgian alphabet.
Inside is an elevator shaft leading to
the top of the building where you can
enjoy panoramic views of the center
of Batumi. In the distance is the
sculpture of couple “Ali and Nino,”
considered as the symbol of this
beautiful coastal city.

The world has changed a lot
after the pandemic, but Batumi still
quietly develops to enrich Georgia
with many new attractions aside its
beautiful architectural heritages,
picturesque landscapes, delicious
and distinct dishes, or the diverse
cultural features of the “Silk Road”
from once upon a time. @)

Some Georgia tourist
information

Georgia visa and entry: Currently,
Vietnamese tourists use the electronic
visa policy (E-visa) with a cost of 20
USD/time, or visa-free if you are holding
a valid visa of a developed country
such as the US, Canada, the Schengen
area... Link for E-visa application:
https://www.evisa.gov.ge

Currency: Georgia uses the Lari (GEL)
currency, 1 USD is equivalent to 2.6 GEL

Sim Card: You can easily buy a 4 gb
SIM at the airport for about 10 GEL.

Food: Popular food in Georgia usually
includes meat, bread, nuts, and
cheese. The most palatable dish is
probably Khinkali, which can be found
everywhere and is affordable. A meal in
an average restaurant can cost about
20-25 GEL/person. You can also try
some Georgian wines such as Jakeli
Saperavi Unfiltered Dry Red 2012 or
Orgo Saperavi 2013 made from some
of the world’s best and most famous
grapes.




GIAI BO ANH TRANG 34

D6 1a thanh ph6 ma chi cAn nghe tén goi ciing du
khién ta chuénh choang say: Bordeaux. Tuong truyén,
mot trong nhiing bi quyét sdn xuat rugu vang cé tir
thoi La Ma 1a st dung long tring tring dé lam cho
céc chét lo liing trong rugu ldng xuéng nhd trong luc,
dong thdi loai bd cac hat tanin xanh hoéc chat nham
mang lai két ciu tron tria va tinh khiét cho vang. Tu
lugng 1ong do triing ga sin cé, cac nii tu si tai Tu vién
Annonciades de Bordeaux d4 tan dung ching dé tao
ra nhiing chiéc banh cannelé ngot lanh huong vani
cting mot chiit cay ndng ctia rugu rum. Qua 1a mot chu
trinh khép kin khéng thé tai tinh hon!

Ngay nay, ci mdi phut tréi qua lai c6 1.000 chai
rugu vang Bordeaux dudc ban ra trén toan cau. Mic
nhién, thanh phd 1& noi toa lac clia bao tang rugu
vang 16n nhat thé giéi - Cité du Vin, noi ban sé dudc
du hanh xuyén khéong dé kham pha cac nén vian minh
rugu vang tit khip bon phuong, dé rdi tré vé hién thuc
tai khong gian Belvédére tai tang 8 ctia bao tang. Tai
day, sau chuyén tham quan, mdi du khach sé dudc
chiéu dai mot ly rugu tiy chon, véi géc nhin toan canh
xudng ndi 6 thanh phé Bordeaux va con séng Garonne
tho mong.

ANSWER FOR PHOTO QUIZ ON PAGE 34

It’s a city whose name is enough to make you dizzy: Bordeaux. Legend has it that one of the secrets of wine
production that dates back to Roman times was to use egg whites to settle the suspended substances in the
wine by gravity, while removing the green or astringent tannins to round out the flavor and refine the texture of
the wine. From the leftover egg yolks, the nuns at the Monastery of Annonciades de Bordeaux created delicious
canelés with a vanilla flavor and a hint of rum. What a closed cycle that couldn’t be more ingenious!

Today, every minute that passes, 1,000 bottles of Bordeaux wine are sold globally. Naturally, the city is
home to the world’s largest wine museum - the Cité du Vin, where you will travel through space and time to
discover wine civilizations from all over the world, and then get back to reality at the Belvédére space on the
8th floor of the museum. Here, at the end of each visit, guests are treated to a glass of wine of their choice, with
panoramic views of the city of Bordeaux and the poetic Garonne River.

DO ANH / PHOTO QUIZ

Photos by ANAKA

: Photos_ by ANAKA

Text: TRANG AMI | Photos: SON NGUYEN, LA CITE DU VIN

Photos by ANAKA
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Saigontourist Group dong to chuc hai su kien

quang ba diem dén Viet Nam tai Nhat Ban

Téng Céng ty Du lich Sai Gén
(Saigontourist Group) phéi hgp
cung Téng Céng ty Hang khong
Viét Nam (Vietnam Airlines),
Hang khong Nhit Ban (ANA)
dong t6 chiic chwong trinh quang
ba diém dén Viét Nam tai Nhat
Ban. Cac hoat dong trung bay,
quang ba va xuc tién du lich
dudc t6 chiic quy mé tai thanh
phé Tokyo vao ngay 12/7/2023 va
tai thanh phé Osaka vao ngay
14/7/2023. Pay la su kién quang
ba du lich Viét Nam quy mé nhat
til truée dén nay, v6i sy tham gia
cua cac tip doan du lich, hang
khoéng hang dau hai quéc gia.

Ong Pham Huy Binh, Cha tich
Saigontourist Group, cho biét: “Nhat
Ban 1a thi trudng trong diém cta du
lich Viéet Nam, TPHCM, va thuéc 5
thi truong quéc t& quan trong nhat

ctia Saigontourist Group. Thoi diém
truée dai dich Covid-19, hang nam
Saigontourist Group tiép dén phuc
vu trén hai tram ngan khach Nhat st
dung cac san pham, dich vu tron géi
va don 18 cta hé théng luu trd, 4m
thuc, giai tri, hdi nghi, héi théo.. cta
Saigontourist Group trén toan quoc.
O chiéu ngudc lai, Cong ty Dich vu
Li hanh Saigontourist, cong ty con
Saigontourist Group, hang nam dua
hang van khach Viét Nam du lich
Nhat Ban.

Viéc Saigontourist Group tham
gia d6ng t6 chiic su kién nay 14 mét
phan trong chién ludge khoéi phuc va
md rong ngudn khach quéc t&, khai
thac cac co hoi hgp tac, ddc biét véi
cac doi tac du lich quéc té tai thi
truong Nhat Ban sau thoi gian bi
anh hudng bdéi dai dich Covid-19.
Tai su kién, Saigontourist Group gép
phan quang ba du lich Viét Nam va

TPHCM dén véi cong ching va du
khach tai hai thanh phé Tokyo va
Osaka, von ¢6 méi quan hé hitu nghi
tot dep v6i TP.HCM”.

K& tit khi du lich Viét Nam md ctia
sau thoi gian gian doan vi dai dich
Covid-19, Saigontourist Group luén
tién phong trong cac chuong trinh,
hoat d6ng ddy manh cong tic quang
b4, tiép thi quéc té tai cac thi truong
trong diém nhdm ting cuong thu
hit khach du lich quéc t& dén Viét
Nam. Trong nam 2023, Saigontourist
Group tiép tuc tham gia cac hoi chg
du lich tAm cd thé gi6i tai Hoa Ky,
Anh, Phap, Han Quoéc, khoi ASEAN..
Tiép néi chuong trinh sy kién xtc
tién, quang ba diém dén Viét Nam tai
Tokyo va Osaka, du kién trong thang
10 ndm nay, Saigontourist Group sé
phéi hop ciing céc d6i tac dong t6 chiic
18 hoi 4m thuc Viét Nam tai Tokyo,
Nhat Ban.

16 chuc giai Golf Saigontourist Group Vi cong dong lan thu 17

Niam trong chudi su kién chao
miing ky niém 48 nam ngay
thanh lap (1/8/1975 - 1/8/2023),
Téng Céng ty Du lich Sai Gon
(Saigontourist Group) t6 chiic
Giai Golf Saigontourist Group
Vi cong déng lan thi 17 vao ngay
29/7/2023 tai Vietnam Golf &
Country Club (VGCC - san golf
Thu Ddc). Pude danh gia 1a mot
trong nhitng giai dau uy tin, giai
golf Saigontourist Group Vi cOng
dong nam nay quy tu 140 golfer
la doanh nhan, nha quan ly, dai
dién cac co quan bao, dai, cac co
quan ngoai giao tai TPHCM va
cac dia phuong tham gia v6i muc
dich chung tay vi cong dong.

Tiép noi tinh than nhan vin,
trach nhiém x4 hoi da thanh truyén
thong tot dep cia su kién nay, ngudn
van dong x& hoi hoéa ti Gidi Golf
Saigontourist Group Vi céng déng
nim 2023 tiép tuc duge dung dé trao
tang hoc béng cho cic em hoc sinh,
sinh vién hiéu hoc c¢6 hoan canh khé
khin, bi mat ngudi than, cudc séng
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bi anh hudng bdi dai dich Covid-19
vlia qua.

Giai Golf Saigontourist Group Vi
cong dong la giai golf do Saigontourist
Group t6 chiic hang ndm nhim muc
dich tu thién. Tinh ti mua gidi dau
tién vao ndm 2006, dén nay gidi

Golf Saigontourist Group da thu hut
2.540 lugt golfer tham gia. S6 tién
quyén gép tit giai ddu qua cac nam da
dudc st dung vao nhiéu chuong trinh
tu thién, xa hoi thiét thuc, hd trg va
chim lo cho nhiing hoan canh khéng
may, dé bi tén thuong trong xa héi.
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Saigontourist Group Co-organized Two Events Promoting
Vietnamese Destinations in Japan

Saigontourist Holding Company
(Saigontourist Group) collaborated
with Vietnam Airlines Corporation
(Vietnam Airlines) and Japan
Airlines (ANA) to co-organize a
program to promote Vietnamese
destinations in Japan. The
exhibition as well as promotion
and tourism boosting activities
were held on a large scale in Tokyo
on July 12, 2023, and in Osaka on
July 14, 2023. This is the largest
Vietnam tourism promotion event
ever, with the participation of
leading tourism and airline groups
from both countries.

Mr. Pham Huy Binh, Chairman
of Saigontourist Group expressed:
“Japan is a key market for tourism
in Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City, and
belongs to the 5 most important
international markets of Saigontourist
Group. Before the Covid-19 pandemic,

every year Saigontourist Group has
welcomed and served more than
two hundred thousand Japanese
guests using the tour packages,
individual products and services of
accommodations, food, entertainment,
conferences, and seminar systems of
Saigontourist Group nationwide. In
the opposite direction, Saigontourist
Travel, a subsidiary of Saigontourist
Group, annually brings thousands of
Vietnamese tourists to Japan.

The participation of Saigontourist
Group in co-organizing this event
is part of a strategy to restore and
expand the source of international
visitors, utilizing cooperation
opportunities, especially with our
international tourism partners in
the Japanese market after being
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.
At the event, Saigontourist Group
contributed to promoting tourism in
Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh City to the

public and visitors in the two cities
of Tokyo and Osaka, both of which
have a good relationship with Ho Chi

Minh City.”
Since Vietnam reopened its
tourism industry after a hiatus

caused by the Covid-19 pandemic,
Saigontourist Group has continued
to be a pioneer in programs and
activities to promote international
marketing and promotion in key
markets, with the aim to increase the
attraction of international tourists
to Vietnam. In 2023, Saigontourist
Group continues to participate in
world-class travel fairs in the US, UK,
France, Korea, ASEAN... Following
the program of events to boost and
promote Vietnamese destinations in
Tokyo and Osaka, it is expected that
in October of this year, Saigontourist
Group will coordinate with partners
to co-organize a Vietnamese food
festival in Tokyo, Japan.

Organization of the 17th Salgontounst Group Charity Golf

Tournament

As part of a series of events to
celebrate the 48th anniversary of
its establishment (August 1, 1975
- August 1, 2023), Saigontourist
Group has organized the
Saigontourist Group Charity Golf
Tournament for the 17th time on
July 29, 2023 at Vietnam Golf &
Country Club (VGCC - Thu Duc
Golf Course). Considered one of the
most prestigious tournaments, this
year’s Saigontourist Group Charity
Golf Tournament brings together
140 golfers who are businessmen,
managers, representatives
of newspapers, radio and TV
channels as well as diplomatic
agencies in Ho Chi Minh City and
other localities with the purpose of
joining hands for the community.

To continue the spirit of humanity
and social responsibility that has
become a time honored tradition of this
event, the social mobilization fund from

b

the Saigontourist Group Charity Golf
Tournament in 2023 continues to be
used to award scholarships to studious
pupils and students who are in difficult
circumstances, have lost their loved
ones, and whose lives have been affected
by the recent Covid-19 pandemic.
Saigontourist Group Charity Golf
Tournament is a golf tournament
annually organized by Saigontourist

ol

Group for philanthropic purposes.
Since its initial season in 2006 to
this day, the Saigontourist Group
Golf Tournament has attracted 2,540
golfers. The money raised from the
tournament over the years has been
used for countless practical charity
and social programs, supporting and
taking care of the unfortunate and
vulnerable in society.
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KHACHSAN
&KHUNGHIDUONG
HOTELS & RESORTS

TAI TPHCM & KHU VUC MIEN NAM
IN THE SOUTH

REX HOTEL SAIGON

141 Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: rexhotel@rex.com.vn
Website: www.rexhotelsaigon.com

HOTEL MAJESTIC SAIGON
01 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: sales@majesticsaigon.com
Website: www.majesticsaigon.com

HOTEL GRAND SAIGON

08 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@hotelgrandsaigon.com
Website: www.hotelgrandsaigon.com

NEW WORLD SAIGON HOTEL
76 Le Lai St., Dist. 1, HCMC

Email: mai.tran@newworldhotels.com
Website: www.saigon.
newworldhotels.com

CARAVELLE SAIGON HOTEL
19-23 Lam Son Square, Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: hotel@caravellehotel.com
Website: www.caravellehotel.com

SHERATON SAIGON

HOTEL & TOWERS

88 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: sheratonsaigon@sheraton.com
Website: www.marriott.com

KIM DO ROYAL HOTEL SAIGON
133 Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: hotel@royalhotelsaigon.com
Website: www.royalhotelsaigon.com
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HOTEL CONTINENTAL SAIGON
132 - 134 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: continentalhotel@vnn.vn

Website: www.continentalsaigon.com

OSCAR HOTEL SAIGON

68A Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: oscarsaigonhotel@oscar-
saigonhotel.com

Website: www.oscar-saigonhotel.com

FIRST HOTEL

18 Hoang Viet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: sales@firsthotel.com.vn
Website: www.firsthotel.com.vn

ARC EN CIEL - BAT DAT

HOTEL GROUP

52 - 56 Tan Da St., Dist. 5, HCMC
Email: sales@thienhonghotel.vn
Website: www.arcencielhotel.com.vn

DONG KHANH HOTEL

02 Tran Hung Dao B St., Dist. 5,
HCMC

Email: sales@dongkhanhhotel.com
Website: www.dongkhanhhotel.com

LIBERTY CENTRAL

3B Floor, 63-65 Ham Nghi St., Dist. 1,
HCMC

Email: info@odysseahotels.com
Website: www.libertycentralhotels.com

SAIGON HOTEL CORPORATION
41 - 47 Dong Du St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@saigonhotel.com.vn
Website: www.saigonhotel.com.vn

BONG SEN CORPORATION

117 - 123 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email:
bongsencorp@bongsencorporation.com.vn
Website: www.bongsencorporation.com

THANH BINH HOTELS GROUP
512 Ly Thuong Kiet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: info@thanhbinhhotelsgroup.com

JSC THU DUC TRAVEL SERVICE
41 Nguyen Van Ba St., Binh Tho
Ward, Thu Duc Dist., HCMC

Email: dulichtd@vnn.vn

BINH CHAU HOT SPRINGS
RESORT

55 Avenue, Xuyen Moc, Ba Ria -
Vung Tau Province

Email:

sales@binhchauhotspringresort.com
Website:

www.binhchauhotspringresort.com

SAIGON - VINH LONG HOTEL
02 Trung Nu Vuong St., Vinh Long
City, Vinh Long Province

Email: info@saigonvinhlonghotel.com
Website: www.saigonvinhlonghotel.com

SAIGON - CAN THO HOTEL

55 Phan Dinh Phung St., Can Tho City
Email: saigoncanthohotel@gmail.com
Website: www.saigoncantho.com.vn

SAIGON - RACH GIA HOTEL

844 Nguyen Trung Truc St.,

Rach Gia City, Kien Giang Province
Email: info@saigonrachgiahotel.vn
Website: www.saigonrachgiahotel.vn

SAIGON - CON DAO RESORT

18 - 24 Ton Duc Thang St., Con Dao,
Ba Ria - Vung Tau Province

Email: booking@saigoncondao.com
Website: www.saigoncondaoresort.com

SAIGON - PHU QUOC

RESORT & SPA

62 Tran Hung Dao St., Duong Dong
Town, Phu Quoc Dist.,



Kien Giang Province

Email:
reservation@vietnamphuquoc.com
Website: www.sgphuquocresort.com.vn

HO COC BEACH RESORT

Bung Rieng, Xuyen Moc,

Ba Ria - Vung Tau Province

Email: sales@hococbeachresort.com
Website: www.hococbeachresort.com

KHU VUC MIEN TRUNG
IN THE CENTRAL

SAIGON - MUI NE RESORT

56 - 97 Nguyen Dinh Chieu St.,
Ham Tien Ward, Phan Thiet, Binh
Thuan Province

Email: sgmn@saigonmuineresort.com
Website: www.saigonmuineresort.com

SAIGON - DALAT HOTEL

02 Hoang Van Thu St., Da Lat City
Email: rsvn@saigondalat.com
Website: www.saigondalathotel.com

SAIGON - NINH CHU

HOTEL & RESORT

19 An Duong Vuong St., Khanh Hai
Town, Ninh Hai District,

Ninh Thuan Province

Email:
sales@saigonninhchuhotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonninhchuhotel.com.vn

YASAKA SAIGON NHA TRANG
RESORT HOTEL & SPA

18 Tran Phu St., Nha Trang City
Email: info@yasakasaigonnhatrang.com
Website:
www.yasakasaigonnhatrang.com

SAIGON - BAN ME HOTEL

1-3 Phan Chu Trinh St.,

Buon Ma Thuot City, Daklak Province
Email: info@saigonbanmehotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonbanmehotel.com.vn

SAIGON - PHU YEN HOTEL

541 Tran Hung Dao St., Tuy Hoa City,
Phu Yen Province

Email: sales@saigonphuyenhotel.vn
Website: www.saigonphuyenhotel.vn

SAIGON - QUY NHON HOTEL
24 Nguyen Hue St., Le Loi Ward,
Quy Nhon City, Binh Dinh Province
Email:
sales3@saigonquynhonhotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonquynhonhotel.com.vn

SAIGONTOURANE HOTEL

05 Dong Da St., Hai Chau District,
Da Nang City

Email: saigontourane.dng@gmail.com
Website: www.saigontourane.com.vn

HOTEL SAIGON - MORIN

30 Le Loi St., Hue City

Email: info@morinhotels.com.vn
Website: www.morinhotel.com.vn

SAIGON - DONG HA HOTEL

01 Bui Thi Xuan St., Dong Ha City,
Quang Tri Province

Email: booking@saigondonghahotel.com
Website: www.saigondonghahotel.com

SAIGON - PHONG NHA HOTEL
DT20, Son Trach, Bo Trach,

Quang Binh Province

Email: sgphongnha@sgqgbtourist.com
Website:
www.sgqgbtourist.com/phongnha

SAIGON - KIM LIEN JSC

25 Quang Trung St., Vinh City,
Nghe An Province

Email: sgklna@saigonkimlien.com.vn
Website: www.saigonkimlien.com.vn

SAIGON - QUANG BINH HOTEL

20 Quach Xuan Ky St., Dong Hoi City,
Quang Binh Province

Email: sgquangbinh@sgqgbtourist.com
Website: www.sggbtourist.com

KHU VUC MIEN BAC
IN THE NORTH

SAIGON - BAN GIOC RESORT
Ban Gioc, Dam Thuy Town,

Trung Khanh Dist., Cao Bang Province
Email: saigonbangiocresort@gmail.com
Website: www.saigonbangiocresort.com

SAIGON - BA BE RESORT

Ba Be National Park, Khang Ninh
Town, Ba Be Dist., Bac Kan Province
Email: sales@saigonbaberesort.com
Website: www.saigonbaberesort.com

SAIGON - HA LONG HOTEL

168 Ha Long St., Bai Chay Ward,
Ha Long City, Quang Ninh Province
Email: info@saigonhalonghotel.com
Website: www.saigonhalonghotel.com

MAJESTIC - MONG CAI HOTEL
5 Hoa Binh St., Tran Phu Ward,
Mong Cai City, Quang Ninh Province
Email: salesmarketing@majestic-
mongcaihotel.com

Website:
www.majestic-mongcaihotel.com

SAIGON - PHU THO HOTEL

17A Tran Phu St., Gia Cam Ward,
Viet Tri City, Phu Tho Province
Email: info@saigonphuthohotel.com
Website: www.saigonphuthohotel.com
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OUR NETWORK

DICH VU LUHANH
TRAVEL SERVICES

SAIGONTOURIST TRAVEL
SERVICE (MAIN OFFICE)

45 Le Thanh Ton St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@saigontourist.net
Website: www.saigontourist.net

CHOLON TOURIST

JOINT STOCK COMPNAY

787 Tran Hung Dao St., Dist. 5, HCMC
Email: lienhe@cholontourist.vn
Website: www.cholontourist.com.vn

R

AMTHUC
GASTRONOMY

t

BINH QUOI TOURIST VILLAGE
1147 Binh Quoi St., Binh Thanh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: kinhdoanh@binhquoi.vn
Website: www.binhquoi.vn

BINH QUOI TOURIST VILLAGE
1,2, 3 - TAN CANG TOURIST
VILLAGE

A100 Ung Van Khiem St.,

Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC
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VAN THANH TOURIST VILLAGE
48/10 Dien Bien Phu St.,
Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC

SAIGON SHIP

(FLOATING RESTAURANT)
A100 Ung Van Khiem St.,
W.25, Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC
Email: tausaigon@binhquoi.vn
Hotline: 0901.889.706

VUI CHOIL GIAI'TR{
AMUSEMENT

SAIGON EXHIBITION &
CONVENTION CENTER

799 Nguyen Van Linh Ave., Dist. 7,
HCMC

Email: secc@secc.com.vn

Website: www.secc.com.vn

SAIGONTOURIST CABLE
TELEVISION CO. LTD.

31-33 Dinh Cong Trang St., Dist. 1,
HCMC

Website: www.sctv.com.vn

DAM SEN CULTURAL PARK

03 Hoa Binh St., Dist. 11, HCMC
Email:
congvienvanhoadamsen@gmail.com
Website: www.damsenpark.vn

VAM SAT ECOLOGICAL
TOURIST SITE

Vam Sat Tourist Site, Ly Nhon,
Can Gio Dist., HCMC

Email: kdlvamsat@gmail.com
Website: www.vamsat.vn

VIETNAM GOLF & COUNTRY
CLUB

Long Thanh My Ward, Dist. 9, HCMC
Email: sales@vietnamgolfce.com
Website: www.vietnamgolfcc.com

CLUBS

DYNASTY CLUB

(Rex Hotel Saigon)

M CLUB

(Hotel Majestic Saigon)

GRAND CLUB

(Hotel Grand Saigon)
PARADISE CLUB

(First Hotel)

VEGAS CLUB

(Caravelle Saigon Hotel)

CHATS SLOT GAMING CENTER
(New World Saigon Hotel)
PALAZZO CLUB

(Sheraton Saigon Hotel & Towers)
GM CLUB

(Saigon - Mui Ne Resort)

TRUONG
DAOTAODULICH
ACADEMY

SAIGONTOURIST HOSPITALITY
COLLEGE

23/8 Hoang Viet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: admin@sthc.edu.vn

Website: www.sthe.edu.vn @j
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Ngudi Viét Nam choi gom sif
hang may trdm ndm nay, nhung
chil yéu (3 gom sii Trung Hoa.
Mudn chai loai gom nay phéi mat
nhiéu tién va phai cé kien thiic,
nhat L3 phai hiet chif Han. Gan
day, ngudi co thu nhap trung
hinh da chon thii choi gom ndi
dia, nhu gom Bat Trang, Cay Mai
hay Bién Hoa, trong dd nhiéu
nhat L3 gom Bién Hoa.

Bai LUONG MINH
Anh MAI THANH XIN

&n vé6i kho suu tap gdm cua
DThac si Nguyén Hi&u Tin ¢

quan Binh Thanh (TP.HCM)
thay khoéng biét co man nao 1a gém
trang tri, gbm Bién Hoa, gobm Lai
Thiéu, gém Bat Trang va c6 ca gém
stt Trung Hoa, nhung anh thich nhat
la gom Bién Hoa. Anh giéi thiéu véi
t61 g6m Bién Hoa c¢6 nhiéu miu, cd
dién nhu Phudc Loc Tho, miu Long
Phung, mau 12 con giap, phan nhiéu
18y tit dién tich truyén c6 dan gian
Viét Nam. C6 nhiing mau thiéu nit
Bic Trung Nam, miu danh nhén
nhu Hai Ba Trung, Tran Hung Dao,
Nguyén Trai, Quang Trung, Thanh
Giéng... Cac san phdm nay déu la loc
binh tron, binh hoa bén mait.



Ciing theo mot nha suu tap gom,
chi c6 gobm Bién Hoa méi st dung
nhiéu hinh anh danh nhan nuéc
Viét, cac dong gém khac chua thay.
Do d6, tré con c6 thé biét lich st
thong qua cac binh gém Bién Hoda.
Trén binh gém st, ngudi ta thay cé
canh Héi Nghi Dién Héng, c6 hinh
Pham Ngii Lao, Ngé Quyén, c6 canh
Trung Vuong phat Han.. Gém Bién
Hoa ciing c6 cac mau tugng Tran
Hung Dao, Tran Binh Trong chung
trén ban gidy hay phong khach rat
lich su.

Hinh trén binh gém c6 nét vin
héa Viét nhu khung canh chg qué,
dong rudng v6i muc déng ngdi trén
lung trau, thiéu ni Béc Trung Nam...

O Dik Lk c6 nha suu tap Dai Ngan
mua lai dugc 16¢ binh c6 hinh mé ta
Tay Nguyén, binh nay c¢6 1é do quan
chiic Phap mua dem vé nuéc, sau dé
di mot vong tit chau Au vé lai Viét
Nam. Trén chiéc binh c¢6 nhiing hinh
anh TAay Nguyén nhu nha réng, voi,
cong chiéng, cung tén, xa gac, phu nit
diu con. Nha anh ¢ thanh phd Buén
Ma Thuot dung lam bao tang trung
bay nhiing loai gém vé Tay Nguyén,
du khach dén xem mién phi.

Tinh c¢d téi duge quen véi anh
Mai Thanh Xin ¢ Céng ty Gom Bién
Hoa (Péng Nai). Anh 1a ngudi c6 tAm
huyét vé gém. Qué ¢ Quang Nam,
khi vao Bién Hoa thdy san phdm
gdm ngay xua, anh lién mé ngay, va

¢6 ¥ tudng phuc hbi lai dong gém my
thuat nay. Truéc day, gom Bién Hoa
tiing xuat sang Lién X6 (cti) nhiing
mat hang gia dung nhu d6n, chau.

Anh cho biét thém, gém Bién Hoa
la gom la, tham chi nhiéu ngudi &
Bién Hoa ciing chua biét, tuy nhién
nhiing ngudi méi giau gin day 6
mién Béc lai chuéng. Khi x4y dung
xong ngdi nha, dé trang tri phong
dc, gia chu dung gém Bién Hoa sé ré
hon gém Bat Trang hay cac dong gém
khac ma khong sg bi ché 1a qué mua.
That vay, nhin cac san phdm nhu dia
long phung, 16¢ binh bach hoa (néi va
chim), cac d6n voi, cac chau hoa déu
¢6 nhitng mau men séc sdo, dé lau
ngay khéng sg bi 161 thdi.
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NGHE THUAT

Theo st liéu, gdbm Bién Hoa ciing
xuit phat tit gdm Nam B0, ttc lang
gdm Cay Mai & quan 11 ti thé ky 17.
Sau do Sai Gon trd thanh d6 thi, thg
thay lam goém phai di chuyén vé Cu
lao Pho, tiic phuong Hiép Hoa bay gio
(Bién Hoa), dé xay 10 méi va sin xuit
ra lu, khap, tiéu sanh ban di khip noi.
Dén néam 1903, truong day nghé Bién
Hda méi dudc thanh lap (tién than caa
trudng Cao ddng My thuat trang tri
Péng Nai), trudng c6 nhiéu khoa my
thuat, trong d6 c6 khoa gém st nén
thg thay duge dao tao chinh quy. Tu
d6 ra doi nganh gom st Bién Hoa.

Nam 1923, hai v¢ chdéng ngudi
Phap vé day & truong nay. Ngudi
chong 14 Robert Balick lam hiéu
trudng, ngusi vo 12 Mariette Balick
lam trudng khoa gém, tit d6 nghé gém
Bién Hoa c6 ban séc riéng. Hai nguoi
da c6 cong cai tién hinh dang va men
gdm tai ché. T nghé thu cong tai dia
phuong, dudc cai tién theo cong nghé
chau Au ciing sang kién tit nhiéu hoc
vién cta truong, gébm Bién Hoa phat
trién qua nhiéu giai doan.
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C6 nhiéu tién 1a diéu kién tién
quyét cho ngudi suu tap gdm, nhung
ngudi choi phai c6 kién thic vé gdm.
Sach v6 vé gobm nhiéu, riéng gom Bién
Hoda duong nhu rat hiém. Tuy nhién
doc sach ma khéong nhin thuec t& it c6
sai 1am. Tai sao binh nay dep ma gia
khéng cao, cai nao 1a gém Bién Hoa
thiét, cai nao la gia? That ra khong cé
c4i nao gia, chi c6 hang nhai d6 xua

thoi, ma cai nay thi ngudi choi lau
trao d6i nhiéu méi biét.

Cubi budi giap mat, Mai Thanh
Xin cho biét anh cé ¥ tudng lap ra
mot quan ca phé tai céng ty danh cho
nhiing ngusi choi gém tu tap tim hidu
vé gém Bién Hoa. Noi day ciing ¢6 thé
trao d6i, mua ban nhiing san phim
gém nhim tao déng luc cho lang nghé
phat trién. *
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Vietnamese people have been
collecting pottery and ceramics
for hundreds of years, but mainly,
Chinese ceramics. To be an
appreciator of this type offartMit
takes a Lot of money and]knowledaeX
and you especially must{know]
Chinese characters§Recently?
middle-income;pegplelhave
chosen to enjoyJdomestic
pottery and ceramics;

such as Bot Trang*

Cay Mai, or Bien|Hoa

pottery, of which®

the most famous

is Bien Hoa. pottery.
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CULTURE

hen I visited the pottery
collection of Master Nguyen
Hieu Tin in Binh Thanh

Districtc (HCMC), I saw countless
decorative pottery and ceramic
works, including pottery from Bien
Hoa, Lai Thieu, Bat Trang, and even
Chinese pieces, but according to him,
his favorite ones are from Bien Hoa.
He introduced me to Bien Hoa pottery
with many classic samples, such as
Phuoc Loc Tho (the three deities of
Fortune, Prosperity, and Longevity),
Long Phung (dragon phoenix design),
and 12 animals, most of which were
taken from Vietnamese folk tales.
There are figurines of young women
from the North, Central, and South
regions, models of national heroes
such as Hai Ba Trung, Tran Hung
Dao, Nguyen Trai, Quang Trung,
Thanh Giong... These products are
all round, four-sided vases.
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According to the pottery collector,
only Bien Hoa pottery uses various
images of famous Vietnamese
heroines, which is not common in
other lines of pottery. Therefore,
children can learn about history
through Bien Hoa pottery products.
Ceramic vases depict scenes of the
Dien Hong Conference, paintings of
Pham Ngu Lao, Ngo Quyen, scenes
of Trung Vuong punishing the
Han forces.. Bien Hoa pottery also
features Tran Hung Dao and Tran
Binh Trong statues in the form of
decorative sculpture, imbuing the
office or living room with an elegant
atmosphere.

The images on pottery vases bear
Vietnamese cultural features such as
the scene of a countryside market,
paddy field with a shepherd sitting
on the back of a buffalo, young women
with the distinct characteristics of
the regions from North to South... In
Dak Lak, a collector named Dai Ngan
was fortunate enough to purchase a
vase depicting the Central Highlands
region-which was probably originally
brought home by French officials,
then traveled around Europe before
heading back to Vietnam. On the
vase, one can see icons of the Central
Highlands such as communal




houses, elephants, gongs, bows
and arrows, harvesting knives, or
women carrying babies. Nowadays,
his house in Buon Ma Thuot has
become a museum displaying pottery
and ceramics depicting the Central
Highlands, where visitors can come
to contemplate for free.

By chance I became acquainted
with Mr. Mai Thanh Xin at Bien
Hoa Pottery Company (Dong Nai).
He 1is passionate about pottery.
Born in Quang Nam, when he first
came to Bien Hoa and discovered
these timeless pottery art pieces, he
immediately fell in love and had the
idea of reviving this fine art of pottery
and ceramic creations. Previously,
Bien Hoa pottery had exported to the
Soviet Union (old) household items
such as pedestals and pots.

He added, Bien Hoa pottery is
unfamiliar to the point that even
many people in Bien Hoa aren’t
aware of it, but the nouveau-riche
from the North have recently paid
a certain interest in it. Once a new
house is built, to decorate the room,
the owner favors Bien Hoa pottery
as it will be cheaper than Bat Trang
or other pottery and ceramic lines
without being criticized as being
tasteless. Indeed, when you look at

products such as the dragon phoenix
plates, pairs of vases (both embossed
and debossed patterns), elephant-
shaped pedestals, or flower vases, all
display sharp enamel colors, giving
them a sense of timelessness.

According to historical records,
Bien Hoa pottery also spawned
from Southern pottery, i.e., Cay Mai
pottery village in District 11 from the
17th century. After that, as Saigon
became an urban area, potters had
to move to Cu Lao Pho, i.e., Hiep
Hoa ward now (Bien Hoa), to build
a new kiln and produce jars, water
jugs, and urns to sell everywhere.
In 1903, Bien Hoa Vocational School
was established (the predecessor
of Dong Nai College Of Decorative
arts), the school had many fine arts
departments, including pottery and
ceramics, so the masters here were
trained formally. From then, the Bien
Hoa pottery and ceramic industry
was born.

In 1923, a French couple taught
at this school. The husband Robert
Balick as the principal, and the
wife Mariette Balick as the head of
the pottery department. Since then,
the Bien Hoa pottery profession
developed its own unique identity.
These two people contributed to

the improvement in the shape and
glaze on on the spot. From a local
handicraft, enhanced with European
technology and inspired by the
countless initiatives of students, Bien
Hoa pottery has developed through
many stages.

Having a lot of money is a
prerequisite for pottery collectors
who must also have knowledge
about pottery. There are many books
on pottery, but books on Bien Hoa
pottery are quite rare. However,
reading books without seeing
the reality would not bring you a
complete understanding. Why is
this vase beautiful but the price is
not high, which one is a real work of
Bien Hoa pottery, which one is fake?
Actually, there are no fake ones, only
antique imitations, but to be able to
see through, only connoisseurs who
have exchanged many pieces for ages
would know.

At the end of the conversation,
Mai Thanh Xin said he had an idea
to set up a cafe at the company for
pottery collectors to gather and
swap their knowledge about Bien
Hoa pottery. This place would allow
them to chat, buy, and sell pottery
products to create motivation for the
development of the craft village. *

AUTUMN 2023 99



VAN HOA

d 701
L& cau tu hay cou con L3 mgt trong chudi L8 hdi van hda dan toc Cham & Ninh
Thugn vao dau nm méi theo lich Cham, ndm nay nham vao trung tuan thang
5 duang Lich. Dién ra sau cdc L& cou mua va cau hien, & cau tu dugc to chiic

tai miéu Ba toa Lac tai Lang Binh Nghia, xa Bac San, huyén Thugn Bac, Ninh
Thudn, da so ngudi den du La thieu nii va phu nii.

Buai v anh HUYNH MY THUAN
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r6 lai Ninh Thuén dip nay, toi

I may min dugc du ti dau 18
cAu tu, dién ra ti 10 gid sang

téi 4 gio chiéu. TU trung tAm thanh
phd Phan Rang - Thap Cham, thanh
phd chinh ctia tinh Ninh Thuén,
di khoang 20 km la dén lang Binh
Nghia. Tt diay dén miéu Ba, noi
dién ra 1& hoi, phai di b theo con
duong lang khodng 500 m niia. D6
14 ngdi midu ¢d don so, kién tric va
chanh dién tho khoéng c6 gi cdu ky
nhung mang ddm nét tdm linh theo
tin ngudng cta ngudéi Cham Ninh
Thuén. Liic dén ndi, trong midu dang
dién ra 1& cing va khan vai than linh
cta céc thay, chtic sic ngusi Chim
v6i séc phuc tring, ddu quin khin 46
uy nghiém.

Lé vat cting than bén canh trau
rugu, trai cdy la rat nhiéu tring vit,
tring ga véi y nghia cau cho viéc sinh
nd nhiéu con, nhiéu chau dugc manh
khde, binh an, gia dinh hanh phic.

Truéc midu 14 moét khoang dat
rong danh cho moi ngudi mang 1&
vAt téi cling bai. Mbi ngudi t6i déu
doi trén dau hoa qua va tay cam theo
chiéc chidu dé ngbi bay 18 vat ra, chd
t6i gid lam 1&. Tham gia 1& hoi da
phan 13 thidu nil tudi d6i muoi dén
phu n@ tudi luc tudn. Hang trim
chiéc chidu duge trai thdng hang, néi
bat véi nhiéu mau sfc cia cac loai
trai cy trén mam 1& vat.
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VAN HOA

Khoang 14 gié chiéu, 1& chinh
thitc bat dau. Trong ngdi miéu cd,
cac thay 18 doc kinh khan vai, dang
1& vat 1én thanh than. Bén ngoai dap
diu nhiing diéu mta. Moi ngudi cing
nhau kh&n nguyén theo 13i kinh ciu
an. Mdi déng tac dang trau cau, hoa
qua 1én cac thay, dén ludt cac thay
lam phép ciing than linh déu dién ra
trong khéng khi trang nghiém.

Tu trong midu, moét su miu viua
buée ra, vita mia cAu xin than linh
ban phép cho moi ngusi. D6 1a diéu
mua phon thue, nhu moét phan trong
s6 nhiing nghi thiic chinh trong viéc
cdu than linh ban 16¢, ban phuéc lanh
cho nhiing ngudi t6i cAu tu, cAu con.

Khi két thic 1&, niém vui rang rd
thé hién trén tiing khudén mét, nhiing N )
ngudi tin rang minh da duge than  Ng/i [e dau nam lang Cham Binh Nghia, xa Bac Son, huyéen
linh ban cho nhiing diu may min,  Thudgn Bdc, tinh Nink Thudn (trong do cé Ié cau tw) da dwoc
tot dep. B¢ Van hoa, T]w thao va Du lich cong nhan la Di san van hoa

phi vat thé quoc gia vao nam 2021.

102 SAVOUR VIETNAM



of the Cham People in Ninh Thuan

“Le cau tu” or prayer for conception is one of 3 series of Cham cultural festivals in Ninh Thuan at the
beginning of the new year according to the Cham calendar, which happens this year in the middle of May.
Taking place ofter the rain and sea prayer ceremonies, this year’s fertility prayer was held at Ba Temple
located in Binh Nghia village, Bac Son commune, Thuan Bac district, Ninh Thuan province, with attendees

mostly being women and young ladies.

eturning to Ninh Thuan on
Rthis occasion, I was fortunate

to attend the fertility prayer
from the beginning, which took
place from 10 am to 4 pm. From the
city center of Phan Rang - Thap
Cham, the main city of Ninh Thuan
province, I traveled about 20 km to
Binh Nghia village. From here to
Ba Temple, where the festival takes

place, I had to walk for another 500
m on a village road. It is a simple
ancient temple built in a rather
uncomplicated architectural style
with a main hall that bears a strong
spirituality according to the beliefs
of the Cham people in Ninh Thuan.
When I arrived, in the temple, the
worshiping ceremony was taking
place with the participation of a

Text & Photos HUYNH MY THUAN

Cham acar (imam) and along with
dignitaries in white uniforms and a
majestic red scarf on their heads.

About the offerings to the gods,
besides areca nut and the betel leaf,
wine, and fruits, I also saw numerous
duck and chicken eggs meant for
praying for many children and
grandchildren but also for a healthy,
peaceful, and happy family.



In front of the temple is a large
area for worshipers to prepare their
offerings. Each person carried fruits
on her head and a mat in her hand to
sit and lay out the offerings, waiting
for the ritual to begin. Participants of
this ceremony are mostly young ladies
in their twenties to women in their
sixties. Hundreds of mats are spread
in a straight line, featuring many
colorful fruits on the offering tray.

Around 2 pm, the ceremony
officially began. In the ancient
temple, the imams recited prayers
and presented offerings to the gods.
Outside, dances were performed in a
festive atmosphere. Everyone prayed
together for peace. Each act offered
betel leaves, areca nuts, and fruit to
the imams, then, in turn, the imams
make offerings to the gods, taking
place in a dignified atmosphere.

From inside the temple, a
priestess walked out, dancing and
begging the gods to bless everyone.
It is a fertility dance, as part of the
main ritual asking the gods to bless
those who come to pray for children.

At the end of the ceremony,
radiant joy glows on the faces of those
who believe that they have been
blessed with goodness and fortune by

their gods. *

The New Year ceremony in
Binh Nghia Cham village,
Bac Son commune, Thuan
Bac district, Ninh Thuan
province (including the
fertility prayer) has been
recognized as national
intangible cultural
heritage by the Ministry
of Culture, Sports, and
Tourism in 2021.



