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Nhieu cai Tét Lien, tdi déu rong
rudi trén mat hanh trinh kham
phd ndo do. Khi lang thang giiia
viing dat Lanh gia d Bac ban cau,
Liic Lai thu minh & mt gdc pho
cd, tan hudng khang khi Tét hén
ly rugu vang do. Ddi khi mg mang
nghe giong ciia cd tiép vien hang
khong vang vang: “Happy Lunar
New Year” trong thdi khdc don
giao thiia trén mat chuyén bay,
hay vat vi trong khoang nam

ctia mdt chuyén xe Lifa dudng

dai xuyén qua viing thao nguyén
hoang vang.

hiing hanh trinh &n Tét xa

| \ | qué tao cho téi cdm giac

that kho ta, viia bon chon

lo 1dng, vita tréng ving ndi xt la. Bay

gig, viéc an Tét xa nha da thanh mot

“théi quen” va do1 khi mang lai cho

td1 sy héo hiic, d6 1a cadm giic dén cho

nhiing cAu chuyén méi, nhiing con

ngudi méi ¢ viing ddt ma minh duge
trai nghiém.

Tha hudng nhu nhiing thuiong
nhan lac da d Sheki (Azerbaijan)

Lang thang ¢ tha d6 Baku vai
ngay, t6i lai rong rudi dén mién dat
pht day tuyét, noi luu gitt nhiing
hinh anh cia mot d6 thi ving nui
nhon nhip nim nao ctia nhiing doan
thuong nhéan lac da trong hanh trinh
tha huong vi su sdng. T6i lai mudn
ném cam giac nhu ho.

Sheki 1a mét do thi 8 ndi tiéng
cia Azerbaijan, ndm trén day
Kavkaz. Noi day ting 13 diém diing
chan quan trong trén “con ducng to
lua” véi nhiéu di tich hién théan cho
mdt d6 thi sdm uat hang nghin nam
truée. That ra, rat hiém khi tuyét roi
4 thu dé Baku, nhung chi cAn di vé
huéng Tay 300 km, mot khung canh
¢6 tich goi nhé dén cau chuyén vé ba
hoang hau tting mong con minh c6 lan
da tring nhu tuyét, méi dé nhu giot
mau dao din md ra trudc tAm miét.

Sheki dan xuédt hién v6i hinh anh
nhitng ngdi nha bang gach nung dam
mau cb tich ndm nép minh bén nhiing
suon nui tuyét. Bén trong thi tran la
nhiing con phé ¢§ cuén minh theo dong
sudi nhd, nhiing con déc 16t d4 quanh
co, tu vién nghin tudi trén déi, cung
dién nguy nga dugc tuong thanh bao
quanh hay nhiing khu chg dia phuong
mang nhiéu mau sic ctia nhiing chiéc
tham hay cuén lua mém mai.

Khi dén Sheki, téi dinh tim noci
cac thuong nhén lac da nam xua tting
nghi lai sau mét hanh trinh dai va
tan hudng khong khi Tét xa qué &
d&y. Nam ngay trung tam phé cd, diéu
lam cho thi tr&n nay néi tiéng hon hét
thay 14 c6ng trinh caravanserai bang
da, tung 1a ché dung chan cta doan
1t khach nam nao. Gié day né 1a mot
khach san cao cdp phuc vu nhiing

du khach muén trai nghiém mot di
tich hang ngan ném tudi, thé nén gia
phong & day rat @it do, va toi danh
phai 161 hen véi noi nay.

Khong duge “hudng thu” nhiing
dich vu xa hoa & caravanserai, t6i d6n
Tét trong ngdi nha cta ngudi Sheki
ban dia toa lac trén mét ngon ddi.
Ngbéi nha bang gb cta d6i vg chong
gia séng & day dua vao thu nhap ti
viéc don khach du lich. Ho mai ching
t6i biia com truyén théng véi vai xién
thit cttu nuéng, mot bat sip rau ci va
nhiing chiéc banh mi tu lam. Chiing
t61 noi chuyén rat lau vé Sheki, va
viéc day 1a lan dau tién cé mot li
khach dén tu Viét Nam. Ho moi téi
mdt qua lyu va nhin nht: “Ngudi an
qua nay trong ngay dau nim mdi sé
gidp may méin va sung tic nhu mau
dé ruc cia qua luu & Sheki vay”.
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Nhiing hon dao di san
giiia Dia Trung Hai

Tu lau, téi da say mé nhiing hon
dao doc quanh Dia Trung Hai bdi
nhiing cau chuyén lich st ngdn ngon
qua nhiing di tich va nhiing vung
nuéc trong xanh huyén hoic hiém noi
nao cé trén thé giéi. Tét nam d6, toi
lai 1én dudng kham pha chau Au va
ditng chan ¢ Malta ding ngay dau
nam méi.

Malta 14 quéc ddo xinh dep nam
gin khu vuc trung tAm ving bién
Dbia Trung Hai, bao gbm 7 hon dao,
trong d6 Malta va Gozo la hai hon
ddo chinh. Chiéu dai ctia hon dao
16n nhat Malta 1a 27 km, bé ngang
ndi rong nhat tinh ti phia déng sang
tdy la 16,5 km. Malta dudc coi 1a mot
trong nhiing cai néi c¢6 nhét ctia nén
van minh Dia Trung Hai. Dugc xay
dung tit ndm 1566, toan bo thanh phd’
thu d6 Valletta da duge UNESCO
céng nhan 1a Di san thé giéi vao nam
1980. Nhiing con phd nhd hep trong
long Valletta chtta dung nhiéu kiét
tac kién tric nghé thuat mang dam
phong cach chau Au c6 dién nhu
nhiing ldu dai mang xu huéng nghé
thuat doc dio, nhiing phao dai va
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nhiing tda nha cé tit thdi Trung cd,
tan tich &n tugng ctia nhiing kim ty
thap thoi ¢6 dai va hon 30 di tich thsi
tién su.

Téi cing mot nhém ban tré tu
Phap va Y lang thang ca ngay 6 thi
do6 Valletta. Cac cong trinh kién tric
mang phong cach Baroque, quan thé
quang trudng, tugng dai, vuon, cang
bién... cia thanh phé nhé nhin nay
da hap dan t6i. Anh ban Louis hdi téi

phong tuc tap quan truyén thong ctia
ngudi Viét Nam la gi? Téi tra 16i ring,
vao nhiing ngay dau nim, chiing téi
thuong thim héi, mimg tudi va chic
Té&t ho hang, va néu 1a tré con thi con
duge ngudi 16n 1i xi may mén dau
nam. Néi rdi, toi 14y trong vi ra phong
bao dé li xi cho ho. Ca nhém rat thich
mén qua nay va khong quén chic
t6i ¢6 mot hanh trinh tét dep trong
nhiing ngay sip t6i.




Chuyén xe bhao tap
trén cung dudng Karakoram
huyen thoai

Xua kia, dé thé hang héa tir
Trung Quéc dén nhiing vung dat
khac nhau trén thé giéi, nhiing doan
lac da phai vdt va rdng rin qua
nhiing day ndi tuyét cao. Ho phai
vuot qua hai doan dudng nguy hiém
nh4t dé mang sin vat quy hiém dén
nhiing d6 thi phon thinh thdi d6, mot
la cung Pamir hoang ving dén r¢n
ngudi, hai 14 cung duong heo hut
hiém trd Karakoram tit Pakistan
dén thanh phé Kashgar thuoc khu
tu tri Tan Cuong, Trung Qudc.

Né&u Pamir tham thim gitta mot
khéng gian c6 tich, Karakoram lai
tht thach nhiing ké gan li, ching
biét sg 1a gi khi d6 hiém nguy tit cung
duong d6i khi 14y mang ngudi ma
khoéng hé bao trudc. P& trai nghiém
cung duong c6 mot khong hai nay, toi
“danh liéu” mua chiéc vé xe buyt dia
phuong mot chiéu tit Rawalpindi dén
thung ling Hunza, vi nha xe khong
ban cho chiéu ngudc lai. Thoi tiét
viing nay rit bat thuong, khong biét
xe c6 khdi hanh tré vé Rawalpindi
ding han hay khéng!

Chuyén xe khdi hanh vao ldc 21
gid hang ngay va néu thdi tiét tot sé
dén Hunza vao 18 gid ngay hom sau,
véi doan dudng gan 700 km. Nha xe
budc t6i phai photo ho chiéu va visa dé
ndp cho nhiing chét an ninh vi cung
dudng nay ndm trong khu vuc tu tri
Kashmir con nhiéu bat 6n. Xe chuin
bi lan banh, mot ngusi méic thudng
phuc trén tay cAm chiéc camera nhé
quay nhanh tiing khuén méit khach.
Anh ban Pakistan giai thich, do d4t
nudc con nhiéu b4t 6n nén nha xe, va
d6i khi 1a canh sat, sé luu giti hinh
anh ctia khach dé d&m bao nhéan than
cta ho khi ¢é nhiing chuyén bat tric
xay ra. To6i toat md héi khi nhin cay
sting nong dai thudng truc bén canh
vo ling cua bac 14i xe.

Téi nhé, day la dém giao thia,
bau trdi mau xam khéi do nhiéu may
bao hiéu thdi tiét ddng danh thudng
xuyén 6 khu vuc nay. Xe chay véi toc
d6 kha nhanh cho dén rang sang hém
sau, rdi ditng lai bén mot nha tro ven
dudng cho tai xé& nghi ngoi, chd troi
sang dé bt dau budc vao cung dudng
déo Khunjerab hiém trd. Khi mit troi
vira 16 dang, tai xé& da giuc khach 1én
xe vi nghe néi nhiing con mua nho
bit d4u roi & phia trude. Ching di, toi

kh4a may mén vi dén Hunza ddng lich
trinh nhung ching vé that su la diy
rai ro khi hang loat xe phai quay dau
trd vé Gilgit khi chi chay dudc ntia
ngay va chd nhiing doi xe ciu ho cua
chinh pht dén giai cttu. Karakoram
da bi phong téa hoan toan do hang
tram tang da to dén vai chuc tan
chin ngang. T6i d4 6 lai Hunza thém
hai ngay niia dé chs dgi Karakoram
dugc luu théong khi nhiing con mua
tuyét thoi gdm gii.

Poan dudng vé toi quyét dinh
qua giang Shazon, mot tai xé& lai
xe dudng dai 28 tudi & Islamabad,
trén moét chuyén xe sic mau thdm
dam nhiing cau chuyén vin héa ctua
Pakistan. Shazon da tAm su rang:
“Co 8y (chiéc xe tai) tén 1a Anum, cé
nghia 1a phudc lanh. Déi véi nhiing
tai x& chay dudng dai trén cung
duong Karakoram, chiéc xe nhu la

ng6i nha. Vi thé nhiing gi dep nhit,
doc d4ao nhat, toi sé trang hoang cho
ngdi nha ctia minh. Ban thay day, tu
banh xe, néc xe, gdm xe va ca than
xe déu khoac 1én minh nhiing hoa
tiét huyén bi. N6 bdo chiing cho su
chd che, may mén khi céng viéc cta
ching t61 luén chtia dung nhiing
hiém hoa hing ngay”.

Nhiing ngay 6 Karakoram la
nhiing ngay ndm mdéi xa qué ma toi
sé khong thé nao quén trong hanh
trinh lang thang gi6 bui cia minh. Va
4 dau @6 trong tim, t6i van ludén mang
theo vi Tét qué nha lam hanh trang
dé sudi &m minh trong nhiing ngay
bang gia, doc hanh. ()

Nhiing luu y khi di du lich nudc ngoai
vao dip Tét Nguyén dan

Ban phai book vé may bay va dich vu
trude, vi day thudng la thoi gian cao
diém du lich.

Nhé mang theo céc loai miit, keo, banh
tét hodc banh chung truyén thong dudc
hat chan khéng. Tuy nhién, ban ciing
nén Iuu y Iudt 18 khi mang thuc phdm
vao mot qudc gia nao do.

Mang thém ao am néu ban trai nghiém 6
nhitng vung dét lanh gia.

Chuén bi nhiing bao li xi do vdi nhiing
td tién gidy ménh gia nho dé “li xi” cho
nhiing vi khach dia phudng hay nhiing
ban ddng hanh.

Luu trif nhiing bai hat Tét dé cd thé nghe
trong dém giao thua.
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For the Last few Tet holidays, | have traveled on journeys of discovery. Sometimes | wander
the cold lands of the Northern Hemisphere, sometimes I nestle myself into a corner of an old
town, enjoying the Tet atmosphere with a glass of red wine. Sometimes | dreamily hear a flight
attendant’s voice echoing: “Happy Lunar New Year” while celebrating New Year's Eve on o flight
or struggling in 3 sleeping compartment of 3 long-distance train crossing a remote steppe.

Text & photoss NGUYEN HOANG BAO
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he journeys to celebrate
TTet away from home brings
me indescribable feelings
of both anxiety and emptiness in
a strange land. Now, celebrating
Tet away from home has become a
“habit” and sometimes brings me
excitement, which comes from the
feeling of waiting for new stories
and new people in the land I've just
experienced.

Nomadic like camel traders
in Sheki (Azerbaijan)

After a few days of strolling
around the capital of Baku, I hit the
road again to a snow-covered land,
where images of a bustling mountain
city from another time are preserved
by groups of nomadic camel traders
for the sake of their lives. I wanted to
experience how they feel.

Sheki is a famous ancient town of
Azerbaijan, located on the Caucasus
Mountains. This place was once an
important stop on the “Silk Road”
with many relics representing a
bustling city from thousands of
years ago. Actually, it rarely snows
in the capital city of Baku, but just
300 km to the west, a magical scene
reminiscent of the fairytale where
the queen wished for her child to

have skin as white as snow and red
lips slowly appeared in front of my
eyes. Sheki gradually emerged with
images of enchanting baked brick
houses dotting snowy mountain
slopes. Inside the town are ancient
streets that wind along small streams,
stone-lined slopes, thousand-year-
old monasteries on hills, magnificent
palaces surrounded by walls, and
colorful local markets featuring soft
carpets or silk rolls.

When I arrived in Sheki, I
intended to find the place where
old camel traders would rest after
a long journey to enjoy Tet away
from home. Located right in the
heart of the old town and also what
this town is most famous for, is the
stone caravanserai, which was once
a stop-over for caravans. Now it’s a
high-end hotel that caters to tourists
wishing to experience a thousand-
year-old relic. This fact also makes
the room rates here incredibly pricey,
so unfortunately I had to miss this
experience.

Not being able to “enjoy”
the luxurious services at the
caravanserai, I celebrated Tet in
the house of the indigenous Sheki
people located on a hill. The wooden
house of the elderly couple living
here relies on income gained from
welcoming tourists. They invited

us to a traditional meal with a few
grilled lamb skewers, a bowl of
vegetable soup and homemade bread.
We talked at length about Sheki, and
how this was the first time a traveler
had come from Vietnam. They offered
me a pomegranate and said: “The
person who eats this fruit on the first
day of the new year will have luck
and prosperity like the bright red
color of the pomegranate in Sheki.”
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Heritage islands in the middle
of the Mediterranean Sea

For a long time, I have been
fascinated with the islands along
the Mediterranean because of the
historical stories woven through the
monuments and the illusory clear
blue waters that are rarely found
anywhere else in the world. That New
Year’s Eve, I set out to explore Europe
again and stopped in Malta on the
first day of the Lunar New Year.

Malta is a beautiful island
nation located near the central
Mediterranean Sea, which includes
7 islands, of which Malta and Gozo
are the two main islands. The
length of Malta’s largest island
is 27 km, the width of the widest
place from east to west is 16.5 km.
Malta is considered as one of the
oldest cradles of Mediterranean
civilization. Built in 1566, the entire
capital city of Valletta was recognized
by UNESCO as a World Heritage
Site in 1980. The narrow streets in
the heart of Valletta contain many
artistic architectural masterpieces
of the Classic European style such as
castles with unique artistic trends,
fortresses and buildings dating back
to the Middle Ages, impressive ruins
of ancient pyramids and more than
30 prehistoric monuments.
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I and a group of young people
from France and Italy wandered
all day in the capital Valletta. With
Baroque-style architectural works,
the complex of squares, monuments,
gardens, seaports... of this small city
fascinated me. My friend Louis asked
me what are the traditional customs
of Vietnamese people? I replied that,
on the first days of the new year, we
often visit, congratulate and present
our Tet wishes to relatives, and if we
are children, we also receive lucky
money from adults at the beginning of
the year. Having said that, I took out a
red envelope for them from my wallet.
The whole group rather enjoyed this
gift and did not forget to wish me a
good journey in the coming days.




Stormy car ride on the
legendary Karakoram road

In the past, to carry goods from
China to different parts of the world,
camel caravans had to struggle
through tall snowy mountains. They
would cross the two most dangerous
roads to bring rare products to the
prosperous cities of that time. One
was desolate Pamir route, the other
was the dangerous Karakoram
road that links Pakistan to the city
of Kashgar belonging to Xinjiang
Autonomous Region, China.

If Pamir is deep in a lonely space
then Karakoram challenges those
who are brave and fearless when the
dangers of the road claim people’s
lives without warning. To experience
this one-of-a-kind route, I “risked”
buying a one-way local bus ticket
from Rawalpindi to Hunza Valley,
because the bus company did not sell
return tickets. As the weather in this
area was especially unpredictable, I
didn’t know if the bus would make it
to Rawalpindi in the first place!

The bus departs at 9:00 pm every
day, and if the weather is good, it
will arrive in Hunza at 6:00 pm the
next day, with a distance of nearly
700 km. The bus company forced me
to photocopy my passport and visa
to submit to security checkpoints
because this road is located in the
volatile Kashmir autonomous region.
When the car was about to head out, a
person in civilian clothes held a small
camera in his hand and quickly filmed
each passenger’s face. The Pakistani
friend explained that was because the
country is still unstable so the bus
company, and sometimes the police,
will keep pictures of customers to
verify their identity when unexpected
things happen. I sweated when I
looked at the long-barreled gun that
was always standing next to the
driver’s steering wheel.

I remember, it was on Lunar New
Year’s Eve, the sky was smoky gray
with clouds, signaling the common
unpredictable weather in this area.
The car sped down the road until
dawn, then stopped at a roadside
inn for the driver to rest, waiting
for the day to clear up to enter the
dangerous Khunjerab pass. When the
sun had just risen, the driver urged
passengers to get in the car because
he heard that light rain was starting
to fall ahead. On the first leg, I was
quite lucky because I arrived to Hunza
on schedule, but the return leg was
really risky when a series of cars had
to turn back to Gilgit after traveling
for half a day then having to wait for
the government’s rescue vehicle teams
to arrive. Karakoram was completely
blocked by hundreds of rocks up to
several dozen tons in size barricading
the way. I stayed in Hunza for two
more days waiting for the Karakoram
to clear when the sleet stopped roaring.

On the way home, I decided to
hitchhike with Shazon, a 28-year-old
long-distance driver in Islamabad,

on a colorful bus steeped in Pakistani

cultural stories. Shazon confided: “Her
(the truck) name is Anum, which means
blessing. For long-distance drivers
on the route of Karakoram, the car is
like a home. Therefore, I will decorate
my house with the most beautiful and
unique things. You see, the wheels, roof,
chassis and body of the car are covered
in mysterious patterns. It guarantees
protection and luck when our work
contains daily dangers.”

My days in Karakoram were
Lunar New Year days spent away
from home that I will never forget
along my journey of wandering. And
somewhere in my heart, I always
carry the taste of Tet from my
hometown as luggage to warm me on
cold, lonely days. ()

Things to note when traveling
abroad during Lunar New Year

You must book air tickets and services
in advance, because this is often peak
travel time.

Remember to bring traditional vacuum-
sealed jams, candies, banh tet or banh
chung. However, you should also pay
attention to the laws when bringing food
into certain countries.

Bring extra warm clothes if you plan to
experience cold areas.

Prepare red envelopes with small
denomination notes to give “lucky
money” to local guests or fellow travelers.

Store Tet songs so you can listen on
Lunar New Year’s Eve.
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